
INCLUDE AN IMAGE (MAP OR PICTURE) 
FORMAT COVER PAGE: SEE REPORT DRAFTING GUIDELINES  

IMAGE: SEE REACH PHOTO GUIDELINES 
  

IRAQ 

 

PROFILE 

DECEMBER  2021  

SINJAR AREA-BASED ASSESSMENT 



Sinjar ABA – December 2021 

 2 

INTRODUCTION 
Sinjar district is located in Ninewa governorate, directly 
to the west of Telafar district and bordering Syria on its 
north and west sides. It was one of the areas most 
devastated by Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL), and the legacy of the group’s control of the area 
is still acutely felt. Sinjar - both the district and the town 
that gives the district its name – is the primary home of 
Iraq’s Yezidi population, who suffered some of the worst 
abuses at the hands of ISIL, crimes that were ultimately 
assessed to constitute genocide.1 Beyond the human 
cost, it was estimated that ISIL destroyed 80% of public 
infrastructure and 70% of civilian homes in Sinjar city 
and the surrounding area.2 By February 2021, an 
estimated 116,790 individuals had returned to their 
areas of origin in the Sinjar district3, though as many as 
200,000 may remain in displacement4. Returnees 
report that services and livelihoods have yet to recover 
from the destruction wrought by ISIL, problems that are 
particularly pronounced in rural areas.5 Further, social 
fissures and tensions created as a result of the ISIL 
occupation are reported, paired with a dearth of 
reconciliation processes to defuse and resolve them.6   

The towns of Tel Banat and Tel Qasab, located in the al 
Qairawan sub-district of Sinjar district, also reflect these 
dynamics. These two communities are located 
approximately 10 and 17 kilometres, respectively, 
southeast of the town of Sinjar. They were founded in 
the 1970s as “complexes” designed to house Yezidi 
households deported from villages throughout the 
Sinjar district. In 2014, the communities were 
completely depopulated as residents fled the impending 
assault by ISIL. Following re-capture of the areas by 
Government of Iraq (GoI) forces, households have 
begun to return, though the most recent figures suggest 
the majority of households may remain in either primary 
or secondary displacement. The International 
Organization for Displacement’s (IOM) Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) Return Index indicated that the 
severity of conditions and needs was high but there was 
previously a lack of other localized information on these 
areas. 

 
1 Global Center for the Responsibility to Protect (GCR2P) et al. 
Without Justice and Recognition the Genocide by ISIS Continues. 
July 2020. 
2 United Nations Development Program (UNDP). Six years after 
Sinjar massacre, support is vital for returning Yazidis. August 2020. 
3 IOM DTM. Return Index Dataset 11. February 2021. 

As the context in Iraq has transitioned into post-conflict 
recovery and stabilization, the priority of the 
government and the humanitarian community has 
shifted to facilitating safe and durable solutions to 
displacement through sustainable return, local 
integration, or relocation. In April 2020, the Durable 
Solutions Task Force (DSTF) was established through 
the humanitarian coordination architecture of Iraq. The 
DSTF is a body designed to bring together 
humanitarian, development, stabilization, and 
peacebuilding actors in a dedicated platform working 
towards solutions to displacement in Iraq. The Task 
Force is supported by two national-level groups, the 
Returns Working Group (RWG) and the newly-
established Durable Solutions Technical Working 
Group (DSTWG). The DSTWG was designed to focus 
on the design and implementation of programs and 
approaches aimed at supporting durable solutions in 
Iraq. As part of this mandate, the DSTWG has 
established area-based coordination (ABC) groups in 
several locations across Iraq to promote area-based 
approaches to durable solutions and coordinate 
programming, response, and strategy on a local scale. 
The Sinjar district is one of these locations where an 
ABC has been established, of which REACH is a 
member.  

With the shift in context in Sinjar, detailed information 
on service provision and household needs and 
vulnerabilities in areas of return is crucial to inform 
planning and activities. To support the ABC’s planning 
and the operations of fellow members and other actors, 
REACH conducted an area-based assessment (ABA) in 
the communities of Tel Banat and Tel Qasab in Sinjar 
District. Data collection was carried out between the 
23rd of May and the 30th of August, 2021. The ABA was 
funded by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), and REACH developed its 
research design in collaboration with UNHCR, IOM, and 
the Sinjar ABC. Consistent with previous ABAs, the 
current assessment collected information on the current 
needs and vulnerabilities of households in these two 
communities, as well as existing services and 
perceptions of households in the area. For this ABA, 
REACH also integrated components designed to (1) 

4 United Nations Development Program (UNDP). Six years after 
Sinjar massacre, support is vital for returning Yazidis. August 2020. 
5 IOM Iraq. RURAL AREAS IN NINEWA: Legacies of Conflict on 
Rural Economies and Communities in Sinjar and Ninewa Plains. 
2019. 
6 Ibid. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/without-justice-and-recognition-genocide-isis-continues
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/six-years-after-sinjar-massacre-support-vital-returning-yazidis
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/six-years-after-sinjar-massacre-support-vital-returning-yazidis
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/ReturnIndex/Download/2445?fileName=20211122143987_iom_dtm_dataset_returnindex_round11.xlsx
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/six-years-after-sinjar-massacre-support-vital-returning-yazidis
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/six-years-after-sinjar-massacre-support-vital-returning-yazidis
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM%20Rural%20areas%20in%20Ninewa.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM%20Rural%20areas%20in%20Ninewa.pdf
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assess social cohesion between households in the two 
communities and households in communities in the 
surrounding area and (2) assess the circumstances of 
households from the two communities who are 
presently in primary and secondary displacement. Data 
was collected to provide a multi-sectoral overview of 
circumstances in the communities, bridge existing 
information gaps, and inform ongoing or planned 
humanitarian interventions. More specifically, in 
addition to demographic data, needs were assessed 
across seven identified sectors: livelihoods, protection, 
shelter and non-food items, food security and markets, 
healthcare, education, and basic services (electricity, 
water, solid waste disposal, wastewater disposal).  

METHODOLOGY 
Data collection for the Sinjar city ABA consisted of both 
qualitative and quantitative components. The qualitative 
component included: semi-structured key informant 
interviews (KIIs) with community leaders (mukhtars of 
identified neighbourhoods, as well as of selected 
surrounding villages) and subject matter experts 
(SMEs) in relevant sectors, combined with mapping key 
informant interviews (MKIIs) with community leaders. 
The quantitative component consisted of a household-
level survey conducted across three strata: (1) returnee 
households, (2) households originally from Tel Qasab 
and Tel Banat displaced in camps, and (3) households 
originally from Tel Qasab and Tel Banat displaced in 
Sinjar city.  

Before the start of primary data collection, REACH 
conducted a secondary data review (SDR) about 
existing data relevant to the situation in Sinjar city in 
general and the two targeted towns – Tal Banat and Tal 
Qasab – in particular. Information gathered through this 
process was used to build contextual knowledge to 
inform the data collection plan, identify information 
gaps, and triangulate findings from the ABA primary 
data. 

In terms of qualitative interviews, a total of 21 
community leader KIIs were conducted in Tal Banat and 
Tal Qasab to obtain general information on the living 
conditions and functionality of services within their 
areas of responsibility. Additionally, three KIIs with 
community leaders from adjacent villages to Tal Qasab 
and Tal Banat were carried out in order to assess the 
state of social cohesion between the communities, 
which differ by ethnicity and religion. A total of 30 KIIs 

were conducted with SMEs who have specialised 
knowledge of service provision – education, healthcare, 
water, electricity, solid waste removal, livelihoods, and 
legal issues – within the two towns. All community 
leader and SME KIIs were done remotely through 
telephone calls. REACH also conducted 26 MKIIs with 
community leaders to map the infrastructure and 
services, including their presence, quality, and other 
circumstances, in each neighbourhood. The mappings 
were conducted in a face-to-face setting using physical 
maps obtained from UNOSAT imagery. 

REACH conducted a total of 206 household surveys 
among returnees through face-to-face interviews in Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab in late August 2021. Since all 
households were displaced from these areas in 2014, 
the people of these towns are all considered returnees; 
there are no households defined as host community. 
Households were selected through simple random 
sampling, which produced results that are generalisable 
with a 95% level of confidence and 10% margin of error. 
For households displaced in KRI camps, a total of 110 
surveys were conducted among those who identify Tel 
Banat as their area of origin (AoO) and 113 among 
those who identify Tel Qasab. For households in 
displacement in Sinjar city, a total of 102 households 
were surveyed among those who identify Tel Banat as 
their AoO and 110 among those who identify Tel Qasab. 
Remote interviews through phone were used to collect 
data among households in primary and secondary 
displacement. Because of the purposive manner in 
which displaced households were selected, the sample 
was not considered representative and results for these 
groups are indicative only. All data from displaced 
households was collected between May 23 to May 31, 
2021. 
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Map 1: Location of Tal Banat and Tal Qasab 

 
  

Map 2: Satellite image of Tal Qasab Map 3: Satellite image of Tal Banat 
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ASSESSMENT FINDINGS  

DEMOGRAPHICS   
The household-level survey was conducted across 
three strata: returnee households, that made up 27% of 
the overall household sample; households originally 
from Tal Qasab and Tal Banat displaced in camps, that 
constituted 34%; and households originally from Tal 
Qasab and Tal Banat displaced in Sinjar city, the 
remaining 39%.  

The ABA found that a large proportion of the 
population of Tal Banat and Tal Qasab reported 
being young: 63% of the assessed population in the 
towns was below 25 years old and 42% was below 18. 
The assessed IDP population in Sinjar city and KRI 
camps had an even younger reported age profile, with 
over half (51%) of household members being below 18. 

 

In Tal Banat and Tal Qasab, the most common reported 
demographic profile of heads of household was male 
(91%) and married (94%), with a median age of 48. 
Among IDP households, heads of household had a 
greater reported tendency to be male and married (both 
97%) and had a slightly younger median age of 43. 

 

Women constituted 9% of heads of household 
among the assessed population in Tal Banat and 
Tal Qasab and only 3% among the assessed IDP 
population. In the two assessed towns, female heads of 

household were more commonly reported to be 
widowed (40% against 0% of male heads) and 
unemployed (100% against 55% of male heads), and 
they had an older median age (58 against 47 for male 
heads). These reporting patterns were similar for IDP 
female heads of household: 85% were widowed, 85% 
were unemployed, and their median age was 53. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

50% 50%
46%

54%
48%

52%

Female Male Female Male Female Male

Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

7%

93%

12%

88%
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Female Male Female Male Female Male

Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

1%

3%

1%

95%

1%

2%

97%

1%

6%
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divorced
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Figure 1: Gender of Head of Household 

Figure 2: Household members by gender 

Figure 3: Head of household marital status 
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   HEALTH   
This sub-section outlines assessment findings related 
to household health conditions and access to health 
services. Households in both Tal Banat and Tal 
Qasab generally reported having access to basic 
healthcare services. However, medical care was 
reported as a top priority need by approximately two-
thirds of households in both towns, and almost all 
community leaders stated that there was less access to 
healthcare in their area compared to the pre-ISIL period 
before 2014. The ABA identified various barriers to 
accessing healthcare, including frequently reported 
issues related to cost and distance. 

Most households reported having access to a health 
clinic within two kilometres of where they lived. 
However, this differed somewhat by location: 67% in Tal 
Banat, 51% in Tal Qasab, and 62% of IDP households 
living elsewhere. Conversely, only a minority of 
households stated that there was a functioning hospital 
within two kilometres of their location (16% in Tal Banat, 
2% in Tal Qasab, and 29% among IDP households).  

According to the household survey, 31% of household 
members in Tal Banat, 38% in Tal Qasab, and 34% of 
IDPs in Sinjar city and KRI camps needed to access 
health services or treatments in the three months 
preceding data collection. Out of those, 20% in Tal 
Banat, 32% in Tal Qasab, and 7% of IDPs were 
reportedly not able to access the needed healthcare 
services. In the two assessed towns, the most reported 
barriers to accessing health services among individuals 
that needed healthcare services were the cost of the 
medicine, the cost of the services, and the distance to 
the treatment centre. Among IDP households, the cost 
of health services was by far the most reported barrier. 

A sizeable minority of households in Tal Banat (37%) 
and Tal Qasab (34%) reportedly contained at least one 
member who had a lot of difficulty or was incapable of 

 
7 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

carrying out daily activities independently due to a 
physical or mental disability. This minority only 
constituted 5% among IDP households. 

Eight out of ten community leaders in Tal Banat and all 
community leaders in Tal Qasab reported that access 
to healthcare services was lower than pre-ISIL. The 
community leaders stated that cancer treatment (10/10 
in Tal Banat and 5/8 in Tal Qasab), treatment for chronic 
diseases (6/10 in Tal Banat and 5/8 in Tal Qasab), and 
surgical procedures (5/10 in Tal Banat and 8/8 in Tal 
Qasab) were unavailable in their area. The lack of 
diagnostic procedures (e.g. lab services) was also an 
issue in Tal Qasab, being reported by 5/8 community 
leaders. 

Figure 6: Most reported barriers to accessing 
health services, among individuals that needed to 
access health services 7  

Most of the health experts (3/4) stated that there were 
healthcare procedures that were needed but not 
available in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab, and the most 
reported of these were treatments for blood pressure, 
diabetes, and heart diseases. The majority of experts 
(3/4) also said there was a shortage of equipment and 
supplies in the public healthcare facilities of the town, 
most notably of X-ray machines and basic medical 
supplies such as bandages, needles, beds. 

To improve healthcare in both Tal Banat and Tal Qasab, 
health experts suggested to upgrade the primary 
healthcare centres within the area (4/4) and improve the 
supply of medications in health facilities (3/4).  

 

31% 38% 34%
69% 62% 66%

Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

Yes

No

80% 68% 93%
20% 32%

7%

Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

Yes

No

54%
78%

57%65% 72%
44%46%

9%

Cost of services too high Cost of medicine too high The treatment center was
too far away

Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

Figure 4: Household members that reported 
needing to access health services or treatment in 
the 3 months preceding data collection 

Figure 5: Household members that reported being 
able to access health services or treatment, of 
those that needed access 
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   EDUCATION 
This sub-section of the report presents the main findings 
on the education system and households’ access to 
education in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab. According to 
household respondents, school-age children were 
generally attending formal education in both towns. 
However, an important minority reportedly was not, 
predominantly due to cost issues. The ABA also 
identified other barriers to access: many households in 
both locations reported the lack of a secondary school 
within 2km (64% in Tal Banat and 52% in Tal Qasab), 
and the majority in Tal Qasab stated there was an 
insufficient number of trained and certified teachers 
in the primary (67%) and secondary schools (57%). 

Attendance  

According to the household survey, nearly a quarter 
(24%) of school-age household members (6-17 years 
old) in Tal Banat, and a fifth (20%) in Tal Qasab were 
reportedly not attending formal education, while almost 
all those in IDP households were attending (97%). The 
most reported reasons why children were not attending 
formal education differed by location/population group: 
the cost of education was the main reason in both Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab (23% and 47% respectively), 
while, for IDP households, the top reported reason was 
the child being uninterested (52%). Out of school-age 
children currently in formal education, over a quarter in 
Tal Banat and Tal Qasab (26% and 29% respectively) 
and over a third (35%) in the IDP households had 
reportedly missed a year or more of formal education 
since 2014. 

Barriers 

Almost half of community leaders in Tal Banat (4/10) 
and the majority in Tal Qasab (8/11) reported that 
school-age children in their neighbourhood faced 
barriers to accessing education. The most commonly 
reported barriers were schools lacking trained teachers 
(3/4 in Tal Banat and 4/8 in Tal Qasab), schools not 
being in good condition (e.g., problems with latrines, 
electricity, furniture) (2/4 in Tal Banat and 4/8 in Tal 
Qasab), households being unable to afford the 
tuition/costs (1/4 in Tal Banat and 5/8 in Tal Qasab), and 
a lack of space / inability to register in the school (2/4 in 
Tal Banat and 4/8 in Tal Qasab). The majority of 

 
8 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

community leaders in Tal Banat (7/10) and almost all in 
Tal Qasab (10/11) stated that schools in their 
neighbourhood lacked equipment and supplies, 
particularly desks (6/7 in Tal Banat and 9/10 in Tal 
Qasab), books (7/7 in Tal Banat and 7/10 in Tal Qasab), 
heaters and/or AC units (7/7 in Tal Banat and 7/10 in 
Tal Qasab) and stationary (3/7 in Tal Banat and 7/10 in 
Tal Qasab). 

To improve the education in the communities of Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab, education experts suggested 
building more schools and/or repairing 
damaged/destroyed schools (4/4), and hiring more 
teaching staff (2/4). 

Figure 8: Most reported reasons that school-age 
HH members were not attending formal education8  

76% 80%
97%

24% 20%
3%

Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

Yes

No

23%

6%

52%

10%

3%

17%

14%

20%

9%

23%

3%

5%

8%

13%

47%

No space in school / unable
to register

Do not consider education
important

Child is disinterested

Child is disabled, unhealthy,
or traumatized

Cannot afford to pay for
tuition/costs

Tal Qasab

Tal Banat

IDPs

Figure 7: School-age HH members (6-17) 
reportedly attending formal education 
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   WASH  
The ABA findings on water, sanitation and hygiene 
conditions and service provision in Tal Banat and Tal 
Qasab revealed a number of important gaps. A large 
majority of households reported depending on water 
trucking for their drinking water, which may entail 
greater issues of accessibility, availability, and quality 
compared to use of a piped water network. Community 
leaders mostly attributed households’ lack of piped-
water connection to the assessed areas not being 
covered by a piped water distribution system. 
Conversely, access to sanitation facilities was at a 
higher level, with the majority of households in both 
towns reporting having access to private and 
functioning latrines. 

Water 

The vast majority of households of Tal Banat and 
Tal Qasab reported not being connected to piped 
water network (99% and 96% respectively) and 
relying on water trucking as their primary source of 
drinking water (89% and 93% respectively), while IDP 
households living elsewhere reported using a variety of 
sources including piped water (38%), water trucking 
(25%), and communal water points (22%).       

Over half of the community leaders in Tal Banat (6/10) 
and most in Tal Qasab (8/11) reported that less than 
20% of households in their neighbourhood were 
connected to the piped-water network, primarily 
because they lived in an area that was not 
connected. KIs with expert knowledge on water 
reported that there was a complete lack of piped water 
network, water treatment plants, and pumping stations 
in the area of the two towns, obliging households to 
purchase water from tanker trucks.  

To improve water access, community leaders in both 
towns and subject-matter experts on water 
overwhelmingly suggested extending the piped water 
network in the area. Another recurring recommendation 

by community leaders (8/11 in Tal Qasab) was to 
rehabilitate and/or establish pumping stations and water 
treatment plants in the general area.   

Solid waste  

According to the household survey, the primary method 
of waste disposal for the majority of Tal Qasab 
households was collection by the municipality (81%), 
while Tal Banat households relied equally on municipal 
collection (38%) and disposal in a rubbish pit (38%). 
Over 10% of households in both towns reported to 
primarily burn their rubbish. The IDP households 
reported predominantly relying on collection by the 
municipality as well (57%), followed by communal bins 
(17%) and disposal in the street / open places (17%).  

All interviewed community leaders in both towns 
reported that there were households informally 
disposing of their waste in their neighbourhood, 
with open dumping being the most reported informal 
disposal method in Tal Banat (10/10) and open burning 
in Tal Qasab (8/11). Almost all community leaders 
(15/16) and waste experts (4/4) agreed that the existing 
solid waste disposal services were insufficient for the 
needs of resident households, and most cited the lack 
of equipment (such as trucks) as a reason for this. All 
four experts also mentioned the number of waste 
collection personnel as being insufficient.  

To improve solid waste disposal in the area, the waste 
experts suggested hiring more waste collectors (4/4) 
and supplying the municipality with more waste removal 
equipment (4/4). 

89% 93%

11% 6% 1%

Tal Banat Tal Qasab

Water trucking

Dug well

Piped water

3%

4%

17%

38%

38%

11%

8%

81%

Throw in street / open
space

Communal garbage bin

Burning

Rubbish Pit

Collected by municipality

Tal Qasab

Tal Banat

Figure 9: Households by reported primary source of 
drinking water 

Figure 10: Households by reported primary method 
of waste disposal 
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   LIVELIHOODS 
Findings from the ABA indicated that there were 
significant challenges in the area of livelihoods in Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab. In both locations, only a minority 
of economically active adults were reportedly 
earning an income from employment, with high 
competition for existing jobs and excessive distance to 
available jobs elsewhere constituting the most reported 
barriers to employment. All neighbourhoods 
contained households that did not earn enough 
money to cover their expenses, according to 
interviewed community leaders (10/10 in Tal Banat and 
11/11 in Tal Qasab). The findings also suggested that 
livelihoods have not yet recovered to pre-ISIL levels, 
with all sectoral experts reporting that wages were still 
lower than before 2014 and most stating that agriculture 
and construction had declined since 2014, largely due 
to damage to equipment and a reduction in businesses’ 
capital. 

Figure 11: Most reported household income 
sources for the 30 days preceding data collection9 

 

 
9 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

Employment was the most reported source of income 
for households in the 30 days preceding data collection 
in both Tal Banat (58%) and Tal Qasab (34%). The next 
most frequently mentioned sources of income were 
loans (25% in Tal Banat and 28% in Tal Qasab) and 
withdrawals from savings (22% in Tal Banat and 17% in 
Tal Qasab). The large majority of IDP households (89%) 
in Sinjar city and KRI camps reported employment as 
an income source.  

 

Among economically active household members over 
18 living in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab, 38% were 
reportedly gaining an income through working, while 
80% of household members displaced in Sinjar city and 
KRI camps were reported gaining income through 
working.  

According to the household survey, the most reported 
obstacles to finding work among adults actively 
seeking work in the towns were high competition for 
jobs (95% in Tal Banat and 87% in Tal Qasab) and 
available jobs being too far away (49% in Tal Banat 
and 59% in Tal Qasab). High competition for jobs was 
also the most reported barrier faced by IDP household 
members (77%). 
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Figure 12: Economically active HH members over 
18 reportedly gaining income through working 
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The most reported sectors of employment among 
individuals who reported currently working were 
construction (22% in Tal Banat, 43% in Tal Qasab, and 
35% among IDPs), service industry (13% in Tal Banat, 
14% in Tal Qasab, and 22% among IDPs), and skilled 
manual work (13% in Tal Banat, 14% in Tal Qasab, and 
12% among IDPs). In contrast to Tal Banat and IDPs, 
Tal Qasab’s second most reported sector of work was 
agriculture (15%). 

Figure 13: Most reported obstacles to finding 
work, among individuals actively seeking work10 

 

 

 
10 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

Most community leaders and livelihoods experts in the 
area stated the importance of creating more job 
opportunities in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab in order to 
improve the livelihoods situation for inhabitants of the 
towns. 

Figure 14: Most reported sectors of employment, 
among individuals who reported currently 
working11 

  

11 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 
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   FOOD SECURITY 
Although the ABA findings suggested that most 
households in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab were generally 
food secure, they also revealed that an important 
minority in both towns had an insufficient level of food 
consumption. The reported use of severe coping 
strategies further indicated a lack of food or money to 
buy food among a sizable minority of households. 
Additionally, many households in both locations were at 
risk of experiencing food insecurity due to their reliance 
on unsustainable means of acquiring food, such as 
buying it on credit (49% in Tal Banat and 57% in Tal 
Qasab). 

The majority of households reportedly had an 
acceptable food consumption score (67% in Tal 
Banat, 63% in Tal Qasab, and 89% among IDPs). 
However, an important minority (19%) in Tal Qasab had 
a poor score, indicating food insecurity and a limited 
frequency of consumption of protein rich foods (i.e., 
households that are likely not consuming enough to 
meet their nutrient needs).  

Figure 16: Households relying on 
stress/crisis/emergency strategies to cope with a 
lack of resources to meet basic needs12 

According to the household survey, 33% of households 
in Tal Banat, 47% in Tal Qasab, and 25% of IDP 
households were relying on crisis or emergency 
strategies to cope with a lack of resources to meet 

 
12 Stress strategies: spent savings; sold HH assets; HH members 
ate elsewhere; borrowed money; reduced spending on 
health/education. Crisis strategies: sold productive assets/means of 
transport; sold house/land.  

basic needs. The coping strategies most used by 
households, out of the strategies classified as either 
crisis or emergency strategies, were the entire 
household migrating, the sale of productive assets or 
means of transport, and the withdrawal of children from 
school. In addition, a minority of households in Tal 
Banat (12%) and Tal Qasab (9%) and almost half of IDP 
households (49%) reported that their food expenditure 
compromised half or more of their total expenditure, 
suggesting a certain level of economic vulnerability and 
food insecurity among these households.  

Figure 17: The most used coping strategies, out of 
the strategies classified as either crisis or 
emergency strategies13 

Emergency strategies: withdrew children from school; begged; HH 
migrated. 

13 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 
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Figure 15: Households by food consumption score 
category 

Figure 18: Households by reported food 
expenditure as a share of total expenditure 

Figure 19: Households reporting having access to 
a functioning market 
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   SHELTER AND NFI 
Public infrastructure and civilian homes in Tal Banat and 
Tal Qasab suffered severe damage during the period of 
ISIL occupation and the subsequent military operations 
to retake the area. The legacy of this destruction 
remains, and the towns have only partially recovered. 
This situation is highlighted by the ABA data, including 
the finding that the large majority of households report 
that their current living space is damaged (with broken 
windows and openings in the walls being frequently 
mentioned).  

The incomplete rehabilitation of the housing stock is 
also indicated by a sizable minority reporting that they 
live in unfinished or damaged buildings. The shelter 
conditions in the towns have an impact on the 
movement intentions of IDP households originating 
from them, with the destruction of their house in their 
area of origin being the most cited reason by IDP 
households for not returning to these towns. The 
rehabilitation of their home was also the most 
mentioned condition that would permit IDP households 
to return. 

 
14 Since ABA data collection, UNDP and other organisations have 
implemented projects of shelter reconstruction and support which 
have reportedly improved shelter conditions in the towns 

Over half of households in Tal Banat (62%) and Tal 
Qasab (60%) reported owning their current shelter 
without documentation. Regarding households’ current 
shelter types, most reported living in a house (74% in 
Tal Banat and 51% in Tal Qasab), while a minority cited 
living in an unfinished or damaged building (26% in Tal 
Banat and 44% Tal Qasab). Over two-thirds of 
households in Tal Banat (67%) and Tal Qasab (78%) 
reported that their current living space was 
damaged.14 Households’ most reported issues with 
their shelter were broken windows (32% in Tal Banat 
and 40% Tal Qasab), openings in the walls (32% Tal 
Banat and 23% in Tal Qasab), and a leaking roof 
during rain (10% in Tal Banat and 22% in Tal Qasab). 

Figure 23: Households' most reported issues with 
their current shelter15  

15 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 
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Figure 20: Households reporting that their current 
living space is damaged 

Figure 21: Households by reported current housing 
tenure 

Figure 22: Households by reported current shelter 
type 
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   PROTECTION 
Overall, the ABA findings suggest that most households 
in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab did not have severe 
protection needs. The vast majority (99%) of 
households reported not having faced stigmatisation or 
discrimination in their current location. However, an 
important minority of households in the towns (21% 
in Tal Banat and 29% in Tal Qasab) reported not 
feeling safe from harm/violence in their current 
location. This feeling of insecurity seemed to affect IDP 
households living elsewhere less, as 95% reported 
feeling safe. 

Child protection indicators suggested that children in 
Tal Banat and Tal Qasab were not facing severe 
protection risks. There were few reported cases of child 
labour and child marriage, and a relatively small 
percentage of children (below 10% in both towns) 
reportedly displayed signs of psychosocial distress. 
These indicators were even less severe for children 
from IDP households living elsewhere. 

However, the ABA revealed issues around access to 
legal services and justice. All legal experts (4/4) 
reported that free legal services were unavailable in Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab for households that could not 
afford to pay. They also stated that court costs 
constituted an important barrier to accessing the 
formal justice system in the towns. 

Over a fifth of households in Tal Qasab (21%) reported 
that they experienced movement restrictions in the 
month preceding data collection, while this was less 
reported by households in Tal Banat (7%), and IDP 
households (6%).  

An important minority of households in Tal Banat (38%) 
and Tal Qasab (37%) reported being unaware of how to 
access complaint mechanism, whereas only 11% of 
IDPs households reported this. 

Civil Documents 

According to the household survey, 40% of 
households in Tal Banat, 36% in Tal Qasab, and 
only 1% of IDP households had at least one civil 
document that was lost, damaged, or expired. In 
case of missing documents, the top three problems that 
were faced by households according to community 
leaders were not being able to access public services 
(e.g. education, legal) (13/21), not being able to access 
the public distribution system (PDS) (9/21), and 
experiencing restrictions on movement (9/21).  
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100% 97% 100%
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Tal Banat Tal Qasab IDPs

Yes

No

Do not know

40% 36%

1%
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99%
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Figure 14: Households reporting having faced 
stigmatisation or discrimination in their current 
location 

Figure 25: Household members reporting lost, 
damaged, or expired civil documents 
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   ELECTRICITY 
The ABA findings indicated that the large majority of 
households had access to electricity. According to 
the household survey, almost all of IDP households 
(99%) in Sinjar city and KRI camps and 100% of 
households in Tal Banat reported having access to 
electricity, while a somewhat lower percentage in Tal 
Qasab (83%) reported having access. Most community 
leaders in both towns (8/10 in Tal Banat and 9/11 in Tal 
Qasab) confirmed that the large majority of households 
had access. The main reported issue to be addressed 
was the general damage to the electricity network, 
which was reported by most of the community leaders 
and experts in both towns and consisted primarily of 
broken transformers and broken wires. 

 

The majority of households in Tal Banat (82%), Tal 
Qasab (80%), and IDPs (92%) reported the public 
power grid as their primary source of electricity, 
while the remaining identified community generators 
(11% in Tal Banat, 13% in Tal Qasab, and 8% of IDP 
households) and private generators (7% in Tal Banat 
and 5% in Tal Qasab). Almost half (47%) of households 
in Tal Banat stated that they had access to electricity 9-
12 hours per day, 29% reported having access for more 
than 12 hours, and 24% reported less than 9 hours. 
While over half (53%) in Tal Qasab stated that they had 

access to electricity 5-8 hours per day, 36% reported 
having access for more than 8 hours, and 11% reported 
less than 5 hours. Community leaders in Tal Banat 
(6/10) and Tal Qasab (10/11) reported that there was 
damage to the electrical network/infrastructure in 
their neighbourhood, partially broken transformers (6/6 
in Tal Banat and 10/10 in Tal Qasab), broken wires (3/6 
in Tal Banat and 8/10 in Tal Qasab), and broken poles 
(3/6 in Tal Banat and 7/10 in Tal Qasab).  

To improve access to electricity in Tal Banat and Tal 
Qasab, 6/19 community leaders suggested 
construction/repair of the electrical network, and 5/19 of 
community leaders recommended to repair/provide 
electrical supplies/equipment, such as poles, 
transformers, and wires. All 4/4 electricity experts 
recommended establishing an electrical plant in the 
area. 
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Figure 26: Households by reported primary source 
of electricity 

Figure 27: Households by reported average 
number of hours that electricity is available in their 
house per day 
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 HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND 
ASSISTANCE 
Shelter support and medical care were the top 
priority needs reported by households in both Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab. The 2021 Multi-Cluster Needs 
Assessment found that healthcare was the most 
commonly reported need throughout Iraq, but shelter 
support was reported relatively more frequently in the 
assessed towns than at the national level, indicating the 
particularly high shelter needs of households in these 
locations. In Tal Qasab, a much higher percentage of 
households also reported the need for water than at the 
national level. Compared to households in Tal Banat 
and Tal Qasab, IDP households living elsewhere gave 
higher priority to employment (especially those in Sinjar 
city, of whom 67% mentioned employment) and food, 
while prioritising medical care to a similar extent as the 
returnees. 

Figure 28: Households' most commonly reported 
priority needs16 

 

 

 
16 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

The large majority of households in Tal Qasab (86%), 
and over half in Tal Banat (67%) and of IDP households 
(69%) reported not receiving any type of 
humanitarian assistance in the 6 months preceding 
data collection.  

The most reported types of assistance received were 
food, cash, and shelter materials. Nearly half (46%) of 
households in Tal Banat and more than half (62%) in 
Tal Qasab who reported receiving humanitarian 
assistance said they were not satisfied, while only 16% 
of IDP households were not satisfied with the received 
humanitarian assistance.  

Figure 29: Households by reported type of 
assistance received17 

 

 

 

  

17 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 
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   IDPS’ MOVEMENT INTENTIONS  
Overall, IDP households’ intentions to return to their 
place of origin in Tal Banat or Tal Qasab were relatively 
low, both for the three months and twelve months 
following data collection. Only a small minority of both 
those in Sinjar city and KRI camps intended to 
return. No households intended to return to their area 
of origin within the three months following data 
collection, and only 4% intended to return in the twelve 
months following data collection. However, while almost 
no households reported not knowing their movement 
intentions for the next 3 months, this increased to 27% 
when considering the following 12 months, potentially 
indicating uncertainty about the sustainability of their life 
in displacement or the future conditions in their area of 
origin.  

 

The key barrier to return reported by IDP 
households was the damaged condition of their 
shelter in their area of origin (61%), highlighting the 
need for housing rehabilitation to facilitate voluntary, 
safe, and dignified returns. Among households not 
intending to return, the next most often reported 
reasons not to return were the living conditions being 
better in their area of displacement (36%) and basic 
services in the area of origin not being sufficient (29%). 

 

 

 
18 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

Figure 31: Most reported reasons not to return to 
their area of origin, among households not 
intending to return18 

 

The top 3 reported conditions needed by IDP 
households in order to return to their area of origin 
were home rehabilitation (65%), basic services 
(51%), and livelihoods (32%).  

Figure 32: Most reported conditions needed by IDP 
households to return to their area of origin19 

  

19 Multiple answer options could be selected for this question so the 
total result may exceed 100% 

18%

23%

29%

36%

61%

Security concerns

Lack of livelihood/income generating
activities in AoO

Basic services in the area of origin
are not enough

Living conditions are better in the
area of displacement

House I own in AoO has been
damaged/destroyed

13%

27%

28%

30%

32%

51%

65%

Safety and security

Education services

Non-food items

Healthcare services

Livelihood

Basic services

Home rehabilitation

40%

29%

27%

4%

55%

45%

Remain in current
camp

Remain in current
area

Do not know

Return to area of
origin

movement
intentions 3
months
movement
intentions 12
months

Figure 30: IDP households by reported movement 
intentions for the 3 and 12 months following data 
collection 



Sinjar ABA – December 2021 

 17 

CONCLUSION 

During the 2014-2017 conflict and ISIL occupation, Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab, and the Sinjar district more 
broadly, experienced serious damage and disruption, in 
terms of grave human rights abuses, mass 
displacement, destruction of houses and infrastructure, 
and degradation of services and livelihoods. This ABA’s 
objective was to assess the current situation in the 
towns now that several years have passed since their 
liberation. It set out to provide a multi-sectoral overview 
of conditions, access to services, and household needs 
and vulnerabilities in Tal Banat and Tal Qasab to 
support ABC planning and inform humanitarian and 
development programming. Overall, the findings of the 
assessment indicate that the two towns have 
experienced a mixed recovery and that important 
challenges remain regarding access to certain services 
and meeting particular household needs. 

Regarding the current availability, functionality, and 
accessibility of services and infrastructure in the towns, 
the ABA found that most households had access to a 
range of functioning basic services, but that notable 
infrastructure and service gaps continued to exist. The 
large majority of households reported having access to 
electricity from the public grid, most household 
members that needed healthcare reported being able to 
access it, and most school-age children were reported 
attending formal education, all of which indicated that 
certain key services are generally available and 
accessible to households in the two towns. However, 
sizable minorities did report facing barriers to accessing 
education and healthcare, the most cited of which were 
issues of cost. This finding suggests that low-income 
households have insufficient access to basic services in 
the towns even if the services are available. Other key 
services and infrastructure were simply absent in Tal 
Banat and Tal Qasab, the clearest example of which 
was water provision through a piped-water network. 
Due to the absence of such a network, the large majority 
of households were obliged to rely on water trucking for 
their drinking water, potentially entailing greater issues 
of water accessibility, availability, and quality. This 
service gap, among certain others, however, pre-dated 

the 2014-2017 conflict and reflected the long-standing 
isolation of and lack of investment in the area.  

Turning to the multi-sectoral needs of the population in 
Tal Banat and Tal Qasab, the findings show that there 
were specific sectors in which a particularly high 
percentage of households had severe unmet needs. 
Shelter was the most extreme case of this, with the 
majority of households in both towns reporting that their 
living space was damaged and an even higher 
percentage stating that their shelter needed 
improvements. Households in these locations 
prioritised the need for shelter support more highly than 
at the national level, as shown by MCNA data. The 
damage to houses in the towns also reportedly 
constituted the principal barrier to return for displaced 
households. These findings illustrate the continuing 
legacy of the destruction caused by ISIL occupation and 
the related military operations. However, since ABA 
data collection, UNDP and other organisations have 
implemented projects of shelter reconstruction and 
support which have reportedly improved shelter 
conditions in the towns. 

In the area of food security and livelihoods, the situation 
appeared to be more mixed, with some indicators 
showing widespread unmet needs and vulnerabilities 
and others indicating generally acceptable standards. 
The fact that most economically active adults, including 
the majority of heads of household, were reportedly not 
earning income through work suggests a severe level of 
economic vulnerability among households in the towns. 
This economic vulnerability was further evidenced by 
the finding that approximately half of the households 
reported generally buying their food on credit. However, 
the actual food consumption of most households was 
reportedly acceptable, suggesting that the lack of 
income was not translating into serious food insecurity 
for most households. 

A final notable finding of the Sinjar ABA was that a wide 
range of indicators were markedly worse in Tal Qasab 
than Tal Banat. This was reportedly the case for shelter 
damage, contribution of employment to household 
income, food consumption, reliance on negative coping 
strategies, safety perceptions, households’ perceived 
influence on local decision making, freedom of 
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movement, school supplies, and access to 
humanitarian assistance, healthcare, and electricity. 
This suggests that Tal Qasab may have been more 
affected than Tal Banat by the 2014-2017 conflict or 
may be more neglected in terms of governmental 
investment and humanitarian assistance.  

In addition to highlighting the needs and service gaps in 
Tal Banat and Tal Qasab, the Sinjar ABA also compiled 
the community leader and SME recommendations on 
how best to improve service provision within the towns. 
These predominantly centred around upgrading or 
constructing the relevant infrastructure and providing 
the necessary supplies to facilitate effective service 
provision, including building new or repairing existing 
schools, constructing a piped-water network to cover 
the towns, and distributing garbage collection and 
storage equipment. These recommendations provide 
an indication of some of the necessary next steps for 
governmental and development action in the area. 

About REACH 

REACH is a joint initiative of two international non-
governmental organizations - ACTED and IMPACT 
Initiatives - and the UN Operational Satellite 
Applications Programme (UNOSAT). REACH’s 
mission is to strengthen evidence-based decision 
making by aid actors through efficient data collection, 
management and analysis before, during and after an 
emergency. By doing so, REACH contributes to 
ensuring that communities affected by emergencies 
receive the support they need. All REACH activities 
are conducted in support to and within the framework 
of inter-agency aid coordination mechanisms. All 
REACH resources are available on our resource 
centre: www.reachresourcecentre.info. To find out 
more information please visit our website: 
www.reach-initiative.org 

You can contact us directly at: geneva@reach-
initiative.org and follow us on Twitter @REACH_info.  
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