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While the breakaway contingent of South Sudanese People’s Liberation Army, 
or SPLA, forces held Mayom, other members of SPLA regrouped in a nearby 
area.  This group, joined by an SSLA force, together fought those who had seized 
Mayom, resulted in a series of bloody battles that have devastated the town.  

One resident reported that Mayom had become a “ghost town,” with “many dead 
bodies.”  Satellite imagery secured on January 10 shows extensive destruction of 
huts, or tukuls, in Mayom since December 11, 2013. (see Figures 1, 2 and 3) 
Armed forces aligned with President Salva Kiir announced that they had taken 
control of the town on January 9, 2014, but conflicting reports emerged over 
cattle raiding in the aftermath of the government victory.  

Mayom’s strategic importance is underscored by its proximity to South Sudan’s 
oilfields. DigitalGlobe images from December 30, 2013 of the oil fields near 
Teshwin in Unity State showed damage to several pieces of equipment, including 
oil storage tanks and manifolds. Images to a large oil storage tank from August 
23, 2013 contrast sharply with those from December 29, 2013. (see Figure 4) 
Images of an oil manifold show similar destruction. (see Figure 5). Fighting 
shut down Unity state’s oil fields and caused oil production across the country to 
drop by 45,000 barrels per day to 200,000 barrels per day.  Oil revenues represent 
80 percent of South Sudan’s GDP and generate 98 percent of income for the 
government.  Although the government of South Sudan claims that Upper Nile 
state is still pumping about 200,000 barrels per day, traders have already begun 
plans to adjust to lower oil volumes. 

Approximately 175,000 people live in Mayom county, and 200,000 live in 
Rubkona county.   Civilians from both areas are fleeing because of increasing 
violence. Many who have fled Mayom have found refuge at the United Nations 
Mission in the Republic of South Sudan, or UNMISS, compound in Bentiu, in 
the heart of Rubkona County, which has also been rocked by fighting in recent 
days. Some 8,000 people have sought shelter in the U.N. compound in Bentiu, 
although reports indicate that many are fleeing the city in the wake of the 
government’s assault.  An increase in the population sheltering in the Bentiu 
compound visible between December 30, 2013 and January 6, 2014, when the 
compound was last imaged. (see Figure 6) As of January 10, the South Sudanese 
government claims it controls Bentiu. 

 The Battle for Bor
Bor has been a flashpoint for violence due to its symbolic significance to 
both factions. South Sudan’s ruling party, the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement, rallied around Bor during the course of the second civil war, 
which eventually led to the country’s independence. After originally falling 
to the opposition forces early on in the fighting, Jonglei state’s capital was 
recaptured by government forces on Christmas. Since then, the capital 
has exchanged hands once more. The town remains at significant risk for 
continuing violence as the government has pledged to regain control of the 
area. Government forces were marching towards Bor earlier this week,  and 
SPLA spokesperson Philip Aguer claimed that they would take Bor soon as 
“the rebels - are now retreating back.” 

The small village of Mogiri, on the road between Bor and Juba, shows 
evidence of extensive destruction.  At least 30 intentionally burned 
structures are visible in imagery of the village, which is near Mongalla. (see 
Figure 7). The evidence of destruction from December 25 suggests that the 
destruction occurred during the first government offensive to retake Bor. It 
is difficult to identify which faction was responsible for this destruction in 
Mogiri, especially since Mongalla has become a significant front in the war. 

Bor’s main market shows visible damage to at least 16 buildings. At least 
three buildings were severely damaged between December 25, 2103 and 
January 8.(see Figure 8). Ten buildings were destroyed in the two-day 
period between January 8 and January 10. (see Figure 9). Significant damage 
and destruction also occurred in late December, when the town exchanged 
hands twice. 

Many civilians in Bor have sought refuge in the UNMISS compound in 
town. A significant growth of population is visible from December 23, 2013  
to January 10, 2013. (See Figure 10) Others fled south to Juba or across the 
river to Aweriel in Lakes state. 
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