
2011 Post-Deyr Assessment 

On 28 January, the UN Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) released 
the 2011 Deyr seasonal analysis results. 
According to the fi ndings, an estimated 
2.4 million people, or 32 per cent of the 
total population in Somalia, are in need 
of humanitarian assistance or livelihood 
support at least until June 2011. The 

 According to the latest country-wide food security assessment, an estimated 2.4 million 
people in Somalia are in Humanitarian Emergency and Acute Food and Livelihoods Crisis, 
an increase of 20 per cent from the fi gure of 2 million for the previous six months. This 
represents 32 per cent of the total Somali population. The increase is partly due to food 
insecurity caused by poor rains, civil insecurity and displacement.

 The fi ndings also indicate increased malnutrition levels in southern regions, especially in 
Juba and Gedo, due to a combination of factors including lack of clean water - leading 
to diarrhoea - and reduced access to milk as livestock migrate in search of water and 
pasture.

 Drought – not insecurity - is now the main reason for new displacement in Somalia. 
According to UNHCR, nearly 20,000 people were reported to have been displaced due to 
drought during the last two months– many of them moving to urban areas in search of 
assistance. Another 10,900 were displaced due to insecurity in Mogadishu.

 Drought response is ongoing but is far from meeting needs in the aff ected areas. In 
Hiraan, where 70 per cent of the population are in crisis, response is limited to due access 
concerns. The region has not received general food distribution since the suspension of 
WFP operations in January last year. The humanitarian community is now looking into 
alternative means (other than food distribution) to reach the people in need.  

 Nearly 8,000 Somalis have been registered at the already overcrowded Dadaab camp in 
Kenya during the fi rst three weeks of the year. An average of 380 people arrive every day, 
a noticeable increase compared to previous months.

 In 2010, a total of 7,634 people have reported weapons-related injuries in Mogadishu. 
This is the highest number of civilian casualties in a decade. According to WHO, children 
account for nearly one-fi fth of all weapons-related injuries. 

 The Somalia humanitarian appeal was launched on 1 December in Nairobi. The 
2011 appeal is seeking US$529 million for 229 projects from 15 UN agencies and 90 
international and national non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to respond to the 
most urgent humanitarian needs in Somalia. As of the end of January, the 2011 CAP is 16 
per cent funded.

 The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator allocated US$15 million to Somalia from the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). 
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increase is due to food insecurity partly due 
to the poor Deyr rains, civil insecurity and 
displacement. 

The total fi gure includes an estimated 
535,000 people in rural and urban areas who 
do not have enough food (in Humanitarian 
Emergency) and 940,000 who are selling 
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assets to buy food leaving them vulnerable 
to further deterioration (in Acute Food and 
Livelihood Crisis).

The main areas of concern are Hiraan, Bakool, 
central regions (Mudug, Galgaduud), Juba, 
and Northern Gedo. Up to 70 per cent of the 
total population in Hiraan region are in crisis 
and in need of humanitarian assistance or 
livelihood support. At the same time, Hiraan 
and rest of the southern Somalia regions 
have not received general food distribution 
since December 2009 due to the suspension 
of WFP food distribution. 

The central regions have suff ered from 
eight consecutive seasons of below average 
seasonal performance and the capacity 
to withstand the current crisis during the 
harsh Jilaal dry season (January to March) is 
limited.  

Humanitarian  
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analysis of the humanitarian situation and trends 
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Prices of locally produced cereals, maize 
and sorghum, sharply increased during 
November and December due to failed 
rains. Maize prices in the southern regions 
of Juba and Shabelle increased 79 per cent 
in December alone and sorghum prices 
increased 81 per cent in the Baidoa market. 
However, the largest increases have been 
observed in central regions with sorghum 
prices in December more than double 
their November averages in the Gaalkacyo 
market, Mudug region. 

The fi ndings also indicate increased 
malnutrition levels in southern regions, 
especially in Juba and Gedo, due to a 
combination of factors including lack of clean 
water - leading to diarrhoea - and reduced 
access to milk as livestock migrate in search 
of water and pasture. The majority, or 75 per 
cent, of the estimated 241,000 malnourished 
children in the country are in the confl ict-
stricken southern regions. With 1 in 4 
children acutely malnourished, and 1 in 23 
severely malnourished in southern Somalia, 
the situation there remains one of the worst 
in the world. Shrinking humanitarian space 
and reduced access to basic services, such as 
health care and clean water,  meaning these 
children face restricted development and 
increased risk of death.

Also of great concern is the deterioration of 
the nutritional status of the IDP population 
along the Afgooye Corridor, outside 
Mogadishu. The highest levels of acute 
malnutrition have been recorded since 
the establishment of the Afgooye IDP 
settlements in early 2007. The increase in 
the rate of the acutely malnourished (15 to 
21 per cent in the last six months) is due to 
the limited opportunities for income and  
agricultural labour. 

For further details on the food security and 
nutrition situation in Somalia – see www.
fsnausomali.org

Drought & Displacement 

Reports of displacement from several 
locations aff ected by the ongoing 
drought have emerged. UNHCR says that 
approximately 20,000 people have been 
displaced countrywide due to the drought. 
It is thought that the fi gure could be much 
higher than this. Pastoralists from south 
central Somalia, including Middle and 
Lower Shabelle, Bay and Bakool regions, 
have moved to areas in Mogadishu and its 
outskirts in search of fodder for animals, 
food aid and casual work. Such movement 
by pastoralists into urban centres portrays 
the severity of the drought situation in the 

country. Pastoralists from some areas of Bay 
region are also moving into the riverine areas 
in Lower Shabelle region, while some from 
Bakool region have crossed into Ethiopia 
with their animals through the border town 
of Doolow. There are no clear estimates 
available on how many pastoralists have 
moved. 

Field reports also indicate that unconfi rmed 
numbers of people have moved from Bay 
and Bakool regions to Luuq, Burdhubo 
and Baardheere districts in Gedo and Juba 
regions, while others have crossed the 
Kenyan and Ethiopian borders. The majority 
of the people displaced due to drought are 
said to be women, children and the elderly. 

* The total number of IDPs in Somalia remains 1.46 million. It is estimated that 60 percent or 910,000 of them 
originated from Mogadishu. Therefore by adding 910,000 to the estimated rural and  urban in crisis there 
is no risk of double counting IDPs - the balance of 555,000 are assumed to be included in the rural urban 
already - Source: FSNAU, January 2011 & UNHCR 

Table 1 - Total Populations in Crisis (Urban, Rural & IDPs) - January-June 2011

Number aff ected % of total population 
Distribution of 

population in crisis 

Urban population in AFLC 
& HE 

475,000 6% 20%

Rural  population in AFLC 
& HE 

1,000,000 13% 42%

Estimated number of IDPs 1,465,000 20% -
Adjusted IDP* to avoid 
double counting in rural 
population in crisis 

910,000 12%     38%

Total  rural, urban and 

IDP population in crisis 

2,385,000 32% 100%
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Drought Response 

According to fi eld reports, local authorities 
of various parts of Somalia aff ected by the 
drought have complained about the slow 
international response to the drought in the 
country. Nevertheless, drought response is 
ongoing. US$4.5 million was released from 
the CHF for response to immediate drought 
needs. Somalia has been allocated $15 
million of the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) from the under-funded 
window. Agencies are currently working on 
their CERF submissions.  The CERF grant will 
include activities from the WASH, Nutrition, 
Health, Agriculture and Livelihoods, NFIs/
Shelter and Food clusters. 

Local drought response eff orts are currently 
going on in several locations in Somalia. In 
Puntland, the authorities allocated $200,000 
for drought response. In Somaliland, the 
authorities has planned water trucking 
activities to drought-aff ected populations 
in Togdheer and Sool regions and parts of 
Sanaag region. In south central Somalia, 
Hormud Telecommunication Company has 
started water trucking activities in some 
villages. The company is also giving cash 
distributions to IDP benefi ciaries, including 
the newly arrived drought-aff ected. Three 
women organisations including the Somali 
Women’s Agenda, Hinna and Women’s 
Business Association in Mogadishu 
managed to raise $40,000 to be distributed 
to the most vulnerable households within 
the displaced populations.

For more details on drought response - see 
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/drought 
updates

Cross Border Movements 

UNHCR says some 8,000 Somali nationals 
registered as new arrivals at Dadaab refugee 
camps in Kenya during the fi rst three weeks 

of January. This is an average of nearly 380 
arrivals a day. There is a noticeable increase 
in arrivals from the previous months. Last 
year a total of 74,000 people crossed into 
Kenya. There are now 270,000 registered 
Somali refugees in the Dadaab camp, more 
than three times the number for which it 
was originally designed.

Humanitarian Access 

Humanitarian access remains the 
same in south central Somalia with no 
improvement. Except for a few locations  
most international organisations are forced 
to operate through local partners. 

During the reporting period, two main 

security incidents targeting humanitarian 
organizations were reported. On 4 December 
an aid worker with the NGO Horn Relief was 
shot and killed while another colleague 
was injured when they were ambushed  in 
Laasqoray district in Sanaag region, northern 
Somalia. The armed men stole money meant 
for a cash distribution.  A total of 48 aid 
workers have been killed in Somalia since 
2008. Another incident took place on 1 
January when three Afgooye-based targeted 
supplementary feeding programmes (TSFP) 
and one institutional feeding programme 
were suspended by Al Shabaab. For the same 
reason, the start of a new TSFP programme 
has been put on hold in Xarardheere, central 
Somalia. Considering the nutrition situation 

  Key Humanitarian Deliveries - December/January

  Food Aid: In December 2010, WFP delivered a total of 8,235 metric tons of mixed food 
commodities to an estimated 720,000 benefi ciaries through various programmes. Thirty-fi ve 
per cent of the benefi ciaries reached were from Puntland, 32 per cent from central regions, 
28 per cent from Mogadishu and the rest from Somaliland. Over half of the benefi ciaries 
reached in Puntland, Banadir and Central regions were internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
fl eeing from drought and confl ict. In January, 7,887 metric tons of food was delivered to 
722,100 benefi ciaries.

  Health: In December, WHO,  in collaboration with the Banadir University, conducted 
training on outbreak investigation and case management for 118 health workers including 
54 qualifi ed health staff  (nurses, midwives, lab technicians) and 41 members of the 
community in Mogadishu. UNICEF and WHO-supported Child Health Days (CHDs) started 
in Somaliland and Puntland during the last week of December. The fourth round of CHDs 
aims to reach 448,130 children under 5 years of age and 515,350 women of child bearing 
age in Somaliland and 194,807 children and 224,028 women in Puntland. The intervention 
will ensure access to an essential package of health services (polio, measles, DPT vaccination, 
Vitamin A, deworming, ORS, water disinfection tablet, nutrition screening) to the most 
vulnerable women and children.

  Nutrition: In 2010, UNICEF, WFP and partners treated 213,000 acutely malnourished 
children in Somalia reaching 56 per cent of the target (376,000); 138,750 with moderate acute 
malnutrition reaching 46 per cent of the target and 74,250 with severe acute malnutrition - 

94 per cent of 2010 targets. 

Insignifi cant  recede cultivation, Jambarow Jammame, L. Juba, 
Dec ’10.- Photo credit: FSNAU

Poor Lactating Cattle  Body Condition. Jilib, M. Juba, FSNAU, 
Dec. 10. Dec ’10.- Photo credit: FSNAU



Somalia Humanitarian 
Overview
December 2010/January 2011

outlined from the Post-Deyr assessment, this 
closure is a serious setback for treatment of 
malnutrition in the area. 

In northern Somalia, the overall security 
situation has remained calm over 
the past few months. Humanitarian 
organisations are able to operate without 
major disruptions in both Puntland and 
Somaliland, including the disputed areas of 
Sool and Sanaag. 

2011 Somalia CAP

The 2011 Somalia Consolidated Appeal 
Process (CAP) was launched in Nairobi 
on 1 December 2010 appealing for over 
$529 million in support of some 229 
projects from 15 United Nations agencies, 
90 International and National NGOs.  The 
requirements in 2011 CAP were pared 
down to the most essential, with 23 per 
cent less requested than in the 2010 CAP. 
This was partly the result of a reassessment 
of the food aid requirements and a revised 
estimate of target populations and the 
scale of rations required. In 2011, the CAP 
strategic priorities are to provide those most 
in need of help  life-saving assistance, a basic 
package of social services and livelihoods 
support, and to enhance the protection of 
civilians. Expanding humanitarian access, 
which is a major challenge, is a key part of 
the 2011 CAP strategy.

The 2011 humanitarian appeal for Somalia 
was 16 per cent funded as of end January 
2011. 

In Brief 

  In December, Puntland authorities launched another major search and round up operation 
of people in Bossaso town. Some 400 people were deported to Gaalkacyo. Senior 
government authorities stated categorically that IDPs and refugees are not the targets of 
the operation, but rather the operation was due to the security situation in and around 
Bossaso town. Despite these claims, it appears that the majority of those arrested were from 
south central Somalia. In July, a similar search was conducted. At least 1,000 people were 
rounded up, some of whom were deported back to south and central regions. 

 In December, WFP and the Organisation of Islamic Conferences (OIC) signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to launch a joint humanitarian programme to assist displaced 
people in Afgooye Corridor. The agreement states that the OIC will fi nd partner non-
governmental organisations to distribute food assistance and an independent monitoring 
body to check that the assistance reaches those it was intended for. The agreement also 
stipulates that WFP and the OIC will jointly raise funds for their work in Somalia for the six-
month duration of the MOU. The Afgooye Corridor is home to approximately 400,000 IDPs.

 On 7 January, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordination for Somalia, Mr. Mark 
Bowden, issued a press statement expressing concern about the unfolding drought situation 
in Somalia and called for humanitarian access to the most aff ected areas. He said that the 
increasing threat of hunger and disease caused by the drought requires a collective eff ort 
by all parties in Somalia to increase and facilitate access for a broader range of humanitarian 
actions. “I call upon all those who are in a position to improve access to lend their support at 
this critical time,” Mr. Bowden added. 

  26 January 2011 marked Somalia’s 20th anniversary without a functioning central 
government. On 24 January, Mr. Mark Bowden released a press statement noting that 
despite decades of confl ict, many of Somalia’s development indicators have improved since 
1991 as the United Nations and local partners have increased support for the provision of 
essential social services to vulnerable communities. Mr. Bowden said “Progress is possible 
even in these diffi  cult circumstances. Across the country, increasing numbers of children 
are enrolling in schools, health clinics are opening, and the economy, led by the agricultural, 
banking and telecom sectors, is growing rapidly.”
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Source: Humanitarian Financial Tracking Service, 30 January 2011  - http://fts.unocha.org/
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