
 

This analysis, produced by the Iraq Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG), is the second situation 

and needs monitoring report and summarizes key trends and changes in the humanitarian situation 

and evolution of needs since the MCNA IX (i.e., for the period between September 2021 to May 

2022). The analysis is  based on the ICCG-agreed indicators, with trends and original data sources 

presented in the online dashboard here. 
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Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
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SITUATION AND NEEDS MONITORING 

Displacement Situation 

As of the end of March 2022, IOM-DTM estimated that some 1,184,818 IDPs lived in 2,803 locations across 
Iraq compared to 1,198,940 IDPs in 2,864 locations in April 2021.1 As of 31 March 2022, DTM estimated that 
4,959,714 returnees lived in 2,179 locations compared to 4,867,050 returnees who lived in 2,156 locations 
in April 2021.2   

Figure 1. Overall population movement over time 

Source: IOM-DTM, IDPs and Returnees Master List 

IDPs in camps 

As of May 2022, around 180,000 people lived in the 26 IDP camps in Iraq. There was an overall decrease of 
around 4,000 in the total camp population in the last year, due to the reclassification of one camp of around 
2,500 individuals to being an informal site, and the departure of 2,000 people from the remaining camp in 
Federal Iraq (Jad’ah 5). The total population in the 25 camps administered by KRI has remained static over 
the last year, with a slight increase of 200 individuals.3  

Figure 2. Number of in-camp IDPs (individuals) 

 
Source: CCCM Cluster, Master List 

 
1 IOM-DTM defines the location as an area that corresponds either to a village for rural areas or a neighborhood for urban areas (i.e. fourth official 

administrative division). More on the methodology here.  
2 IOM-DTM IDPs and Returnees Master List, Round 121, April 2021; and Round 125, March 2022, available here.  
3 CCCM Cluster, Camp Population Flow as of May 2021 and May 2022.   

http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
https://humanitarianresponse.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d2a23bd327c3445e980d09d&id=106576ecf8&e=edbc687ce7
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Methodology
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Reports
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Figure 3. Number of IDP Arrivals & Departures in Camps (May 2021 - May 2022) 

 

Source: CCCM Cluster  

Figure 4. Number of IDP camps  

 

Source: CCCM Cluster, Master List 

 

Out-of-camp IDPs  

As of March 2022, around one million people continued to be displaced and live outside of camps. Over the 
years, there has been a gradual and slow decline in the size of the population remaining in displacement in 
out-of-camp locations.  

 

Figure 5. Number of IDPs outside of camps (individuals) 

 

Source: IOM-DTM, IDPs and Returnees Master List 

https://humanitarianresponse.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d2a23bd327c3445e980d09d&id=106576ecf8&e=edbc687ce7
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
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The number of newly and secondarily displaced people decreased from a high of 25,000 people in December 
2020 to 11,000 in July 2021 and 9,000 in May 2022.  

 

Figure 6. Number of new and secondary displacements (individuals) 

 

Source: IOM-DTM, IDPs and Returnees Master List 

 

Returnees  

There were fewer returns recorded in the last year between April 2021 and March 2022 (91,664 people) 
compared to the previous year between April 2020 and April 2021 (162,8868 people). The previous year has 
witnessed some of lowest monthly return rates since 2015.  

 

Figure 7. Number of returnees (individuals) 

 

Source: IOM-DTM, IDPs and Returnees Master Listhttp://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList - Datasets 

Critical Shelter  

Data made available by the CCCM indicated that around 103,000 people were living in 477 informal sites as 
of September 2021.4  

While most camps meet minimum requirements, the approval of shelter upgrades in Duhok IDP camps is an 
important step towards more sustainable solutions and integration of displaced communities into the local 
context, where feasible. Since September 2021, the number of out-of-camp IDPs living in critical shelter has 
remained relatively constant (at around 103,500); the number of returnees living in critical shelter slightly 
increased by around 1,000 individuals to 194,082, which has been mainly due to camp closures in Anbar and 

 
4 CCCM Informal Sites Overview, September 2021 dashboard here. 

http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/iraq_cccm
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Salah Al-Din. Moreover, a portion of displaced people are not intending to return to their Area of Origin (AoO) 
due to lack of government-supported basic infrastructure, services, security, and livelihood opportunities.  

People living in critical shelter, including those in camps, and who are lacking self-reliant strategies and thus 
in need of external support to meet minimum durable living standards, will remain the focus of the 
humanitarian shelter interventions in 2022. However, the lack of funding is one of the main limitations in the 
delivery of critical shelter upgrades, especially in support of returnees, with some partners having already 
ceased activities completely due to the lack of available funds. 

 

Figure 8. Number of IDPs in critical shelter (in and out of formal camps)  

 

Source: IOM-DTM, IDPs and Returnees Master List 

 

 

Figure 9. Number of returnees in critical shelter 

 

 Source: IOM-DTM, IDPs and Returnees Master List 

  

 

Missing Documentation  

The National Protection Cluster and its partners continue to report that missing documentation severely 
affects the living standards and access to public services for IDPs, returnees and members of the host 
community. Although legal assistance interventions have been prioritized since 2018, current needs remain 
high and more complex than the ability of legal partners to respond and the capacity of the Ministry of Interior 
and Civil Affairs Directorates (CADs) to issue core documents. According to the 2022 Multi-Cluster Needs 
Assessment (MCNA), it was estimated that civil documentation remains a critical need for just over one million 
Iraqis, who are lacking at least one core legal document, with 500,000 of these lacking at least two core 
documents, and 250,000 of these lacking at least three core documents.  

http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/MasterList#Datasets
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As of May 2022, the total number of people reached with legal assistance, including HLP, was nearly 32,000 
out of the 90,000 target for 2022. The Unified Identification system is being rolled out in all governorates 
across Iraq, except for eight districts/sub-districts in Ninewa (Wana, Ziligan, Al-Sheikhan, Al-Shura, Sinjar, 
Al-Qhtaniyah, Al-Shimal and Al-Baaj). This transition from the CAD offices to the Unified Identification system 
has led to some delay in people securing access to civil documentation. However, during the reporting period 
several mobile MoI/CAD missions took place to Duhok and Erbil, allowing people to obtain civil 
documentation.  

Figure 10. Percentage of key informants reporting that some or most people are missing documentation 

 

Source: National Protection Cluster, Protection Monitoring System 

 

Figure 11. Number of people reached with legal assistance (General Protection and HLP) 

 

Source: National Protection Cluster, ActivityInfo Reporting 

Market Conditions and Food Security 

According to the WFP HungerMap data, in May 2022 19.6% of the interviewed population had difficulties 
accessing markets, an increase of 7.2% since September 2021. The inflation of prices of basic commodities 
mainly as a result of the crisis in Ukraine, is causing an impact to the purchasing power and a risk of 
stagflation. Based on JPMI, the Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB) value for April has increased 
by 30% compared to last year and based on WFP VAM data, 11% increase compared to January 2022.   

 

e.g., 39% of KIs report that 
some or most people are 
facing issues to obtain or 
renew their civil documentation 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOGU3MzVlMTctYmY4Ny00ZDFiLWExNTctN2Y4OWFiZWU0NWE3IiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDFlZDZhMzAtYzkwMy00MmM4LTkxZmUtZmRiMWYwZWQ4MWY0IiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
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Figure 12. Overall Survival Minimum Expenditure [common basket] (IQD) 

 

Source: REACH Initiative, CWG, Joint Price Monitoring Initiative 

 

 

Between December 2021 and March 2022, the number of people with insufficient food consumption 
increased from 1.8 million to 2.2 million.  

 

Figure 13. No. people with insufficient food consumption 

 

Source: Source: World Food Programme, HungerMap Live 

The FAO Food Price Index averaged 157.4 points in May 2022, down 0.6 percent from April. The Index, 
which tracks monthly changes in the international prices of a basket of commonly-traded food commodities, 
however, remained 22.8 percent higher than in May 2021.5 The drop in May was led by declines in the 
vegetable oil and dairy price indices, while the sugar price index also fell to a lesser extent. Meanwhile, cereal 
and meat price indices increased. 

Unprecedented low rainfall during the 2020-2021 cropping season6 resulted in crop failure in the rainfed 
areas, particularly in northern Iraq. As a result, the national cereal production experienced a 38 per cent 
reduction compared to the previous season. Persistent low rainfall7 is also expected to yield lower production 
for the 2021-2022 season. Moreover, the government implemented an agricultural plan that is to reduce crop 
production by 50%, in order to prioritize water resources for drinking and domestic use. Overall, areas of 
irrigated crops in April 2022 were down 50% compared with April 2020 at 11,000 sq. km., and even four times 

 
5 FAO Food Price Index dips in May, https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/fao-food-price-index-dips-in-may/en 

6 In 2021, precipitation was 159 mm, against an annual average of 201 mm (between 1981 and 2021): Action Against 
Hunger (ACF) & REACH Initiative, Climate Motivated Displacement: Baseline. April 2022 (forthcoming)   

7 Based on a comparison of the first quarter of 2022 (January - March) with the historical average (1981 - 2021) of this 
same period, areas of precipitation deficit are widespread. Areas of high deficit (-1,8 mm daily) were recorded in 
northern Erbil, eastern Dohuk, Salah Al-Din and Maysan. REACH Initiative, Precipitation Deficit in Iraq - First Quarter 
of 2022 (forthcoming). 

https://hungermap.wfp.org/
https://hungermap.wfp.org/
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smaller than they were in April 2019.8 Due to the reduction in local production, the government has raised 
the wheat import requirements to 3 million metric tons to ensure the consistency of the social safety nets 
distributions (PDS). On 14 June, the General Director of the Grain Board announced that the Ministry of 
Trade (MoT) received around 1.88 million tons of wheat from local farmers, and an additional 51,000 tons 
has also been imported. Currently, the inventory of MoT is expected to be sufficient until November 2022. 

Water Scarcity  

The onset of the rainy season at the end of 2021 provided temporary relief to areas facing acute water scarcity 
issues in Iraq.  

Despite heavy rains around Erbil in December 2021 and January 2022 and a surplus of precipitation in some 
areas, including Ninewa and Anbar, other areas hosting significant IDP and returnee populations, such as 
Duhok, Sulaymaniyah, and Diyala, received less rainfall than usual, marking a second year of below average 
rainfall. According to government reports, the areas with rainfall did not experience a significant increase in 
the ground water table due to poor soil conditions and excess runoff. Analysis from REACH Initiative 
highlighted high levels of precipitation deficit in large areas in Iraq throughout 2021 and in the first quarter of 
2022, when compared to historical averages. 

The beginning of the dry season has been marked by early indications that water scarcity will likely be a 
concern in the months to come, including outbreaks of acute watery diarrhea and/or cholera and the risk of 
further displacement caused by the loss of crops, livestock, and income.9 Beginning in early May, there is an 
increase in the number of acute diarrhea cases, surpassing the median and alert threshold for that period. 
These trends need to be closely monitored to ensure that outbreaks can be quickly responded to for 
vulnerable populations. 

 

Figure 14. Prevalence of acute diarrheal disease in seven HRP focused governorates (# cases) 

 

Source: Source: WHO, EWARN 

Humanitarian Access 

As of May 2022, there were fewer access restrictions for humanitarian activities in Iraq in comparison with 
previous years. However, access severity monitoring indicated a 32 per cent increase in districts perceived 
to have access restrictions compared with the end of 2021. Of the types of constraints reported under the 
humanitarian access framework, administrative restrictions on humanitarian movement remain the most cited 
impediment to humanitarian operations (73 per cent of districts). Districts with additional authorization 
requirements by specific actors, such as the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) Iraqi military, are associated 
with more access difficulties. 

 
8 Satellite imagery and climate change: monitoring the impact of drought in Iraq. https://kermap.com/en/satellite-
imagery-climate-change-monitoring-drought-iraq/ 

9 NRC report: https://www.nrc.no/resources/reports/iraqs-drought-crisis-and-the-damaging-effects-on-communities/ 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNWI5YzY2YzAtY2EzNi00NzgyLWEwMzMtZjFmMWQ2NzllNGE2IiwidCI6ImY2MTBjMGI3LWJkMjQtNGIzOS04MTBiLTNkYzI4MGFmYjU5MCIsImMiOjh9
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Of the 991,000 people targeted by the HRP for humanitarian assistance, some 450,000 (approximately 
90,000 IDPs and 360,000 returnees) live in districts that humanitarian organizations perceive to have 
moderate or high levels of access restrictions. The three districts with the highest access restrictions (Al 
Rutba in Al-Anbar, and Balad and Samarra in Salah Al-Din) have more than 70 per cent response gaps, with 
access restrictions being among the factors contributing to low humanitarian response in those areas. 
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ANNEX – NEEDS INDICATORS TRENDS  

 

CLUST

ER  

INDICATOR  DESCRIPTION  SOURCE  BASELINE  RECENT 

FIGURE  

MID-YEAR TREND    

CCCM # In-Camp IDPs 
Monitoring in-camp 

population 

CCCM camp 

population 

Master List 

184,552  

(Apr 2021) 

180,148  

(May 2022) 
Decreased population figures ↓ 

CCCM # camps 
Monitoring in-camp 

population 

CCCM camp 

population 

Master List 

26  

(May 2021) 

26  

(May 2022) 

No camp closures since report 

#1 → 

CCCM 
# people departing 

formal camps 

Monitoring in-camp 

population & monitoring 

returns / secondary 

displacement 

CCCM camp 

population 

Master List 

10,955 

(Jan–Apr 2021) 

2,727 

(Jan–Apr 2021) 
Decrease in departure figures ↓ 

CCCM 
# people living in 

informal sites 

Monitoring out-of-camp 

displacement 

CCCM 

informal sites 

Master List 

(working ver., 

May 2021) 

107,837 

(May 2021) 

103,005 

(Sep 2021) 

Decreased numbers, also due 

to improved tracking and 

reporting of sites. 
↓ 

CWG  

# of HH reporting 

challenges accessing 

markets 

Monitoring difficulties of 

accessing markets by 

people of concern 

VAM 
12.4% 

(Sep 2021) 

19.6% 

(Jan-May 2022) 

Increase in difficulty accessing 

markets, due to challenges 

other than security or distance 

to the markets 

↑ 

CWG 
% of variance of the 

cost of the SMEB 

Monitoring the prices of 

the items included in the 

SMEB to identify 

variances in the cost of 

basic needs 

JPMI  
+30%  

(April 2022) 

An increase of +30% since 

April 2021. ↑ 

FSC  

% households relying 

on stress / crisis / 

emergency strategies to 

cope with a lack of 

resources to meet basic 

needs 

The number of 

households (HH) using 

crisis or above crisis-

level food-based coping  

WFP mVAM 

Dashboard 

2.87M 

(Feb 2022) 

3.15M 

(May 2022) 

Increase of 0.28M in the last 

quarter. ↑ 

FSC  

% households that have 

poor/borderline/accepta

ble food consumption 

score 

# of people with 

insufficient food 

consumption  

WFP mVAM 

Dashboard 

2.2M 

(Feb 2022) 

2.4M 

(May 2022) 

Increase of 0.2M in the last 

quarter. ↑ 

Health  
# cholera cases 

reported 

surveillance to ensure 

early identification and 

immediate response for 

any cholera outbreak 

EWARN 

database 

0 

(Jan 2022) 

0 

(May 2022) 

No cases observed based on 

reporting from hospitals. → 

Health 
# Acute bloody diarrheal 

diseases 

surveillance to ensure 

the trends remain below 

outbreak-threshold 

EWARN 

database 

2 

(Jan 2022) 

22 

(May 2022) 

Comprising 0.77% of 

consultations, it is high and 

passed alert threshold since 

Week 21 (23-29 May. 

↓ 

Health  
# Acute diarrheal 

diseases 

surveillance to ensure 

the trends remain below 

outbreak-threshold 

EWARN 

database 

1046 

(Jan 2022) 

1991 

(May 2022) 

Comprising 4.6% of 

consultations, it is high and 

passed alert threshold this year 

since Week 19 (9-15 May). 

↓ 

NPC 

% of KIs who report that 

rights violations against 

civilians occur 

sometimes or frequently 

Measurement of the 

perceived frequency of 

serious protection 

incidents through 

community-level and KI-

Protection 

Monitoring 

System 

15% 

 

(data collected 

Jan-Dec 2021) 

15% 

 

(data collected 

in Mar-May 

2021) 

Limited change in the last 

quarter compared to 2021 as 

per information received from 

key informants. 

→ 



 
Iraq Situation and Needs Monitoring (September 2021 – May 2022) | 11 

 

 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

www.unocha.org 

 

 

based protection 

monitoring 

NPC 

% of KIs who report 

restrictions on freedom 

of movements to other 

districts/governorates 

Measurement of the 

perceived prevalence of 

restrictions on freedom 

of movement through 

community-level and KI-

based protection 

monitoring 

Protection 

Monitoring 

System 

23% 

(data collected 

Jan-Dec 2021) 

18% 

(data collected 

Feb-Mar 2022) 

Decrease in the last quarter 

compared to 2021 as per 

information received from key 

informants.  

↓ 

NPC 

% of KIs who report that 

some or most people 

are missing civil 

documentation 

Measurement of the 

perceived prevalence of 

lack of civil 

documentation through 

community-level and KI-

based protection 

monitoring 

Protection 

Monitoring 

System 

50% 

(data collected 

Jan-Dec 2021) 

40% 

(data collected 

Feb-Mar 2022) 

Decrease in the last quarter 

compared to 2021 as per 

information received from key 

informants. 

↓ 

NPC 

% of KIs who report that 

some or most people 

are facing HLP issues 

Measurement of the 

perceived prevalence of 

HLP issues through 

community-level and KI-

based protection 

monitoring 

Protection 

Monitoring 

System 

53%  

(data collected 

Jan–Dec 2021) 

45% 

(data collected 

Feb-Mar 2022) 

Decrease in the last quarter 

compared to 2021 as per 

information received from key 

informants. 

↓ 

NPC  

% of KIs who assess 

the situation of children 

as negative 

Measurement of the 

perceived severity 

protection issues 

children through 

community-level and KI-

based protection 

monitoring 

Protection 

Monitoring 

System 

34%  

(data collected 

Jan-Dec 2021) 

34% 

(data collected 

Jan-Mar 2022) 

Limited change in the last 

quarter compared to 2021 as 

per information received from 

key informants.  

→ 

NPC  

% of KIs who assess 

the situation of women 

and girls as negative 

Measurement of the 

perceived severity of 

protection issues 

affecting women and 

girls through 

community-level and KI-

based protection 

monitoring 

Protection 

Monitoring 

System 

23%  

(data collected 

Jan-Dec 2021) 

37%  

(data collected 

Oct-Dec 2021) 

Increase in the last quarter 

compared to 2021 as per 

information received from key 

informants.  

↑ 

SNFI  
HHs Living in Critical 

Shelter (Camp) 

Monitoring in-camp 

population 

CCCM 

Master List 

182,163  

(Sep 2021) 

180,142  

(May 2022) 

Slight decrease in the number 

of people living in camps 

(critical shelter). 
↓ 

SNFI  

HHs Living in Critical 

Shelter (Out-of-camp 

IDPs and returnees) 

Monitoring out-of-camp 

population 

DTM 

(tracking) 

296,520  

(Sep 2021) 

297,378  

(Apr 2021) 

Slight decrease in the number 

of people living in critical 

shelter. 
↓ 

SNFI  
% Callers Asking SNFI 

Support 

Requesting support on 

SNFI needs 
IIC 

13.9% 

(Sep 2021) 

9.1% 

(May 2022) 

Decrease in number of calls 

related to shelter issues. ↓ 

WASH 
# of sub-districts with 

acute WASH needs  

Needs specifically 

relating to access to 

water and hygiene 

facilities 

PMS 
21 sub-districts 

(Aug 2021) 

27 sub-districts 

(May 2022) 

Increase in the number of sub-

districts. ↑ 


