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The security situation in Tigray continues to remain unstable following the outbreak of conflict between the Ethiopian 
National Defence Force and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front in November 2020. The conflict has led to thousands of 
people being displaced internally, as well as more than 63,000 individuals fleeing to bordering regions in east Sudan. This 
has created significant humanitarian needs, in both Ethiopia and Sudan, regarding internally displaced persons, refugees 
and host communities.  

Though the humanitarian community has been working to respond to the situation and meet the growing needs of the 
population over the last six months, there are still significant gaps in service delivery for those affected by the conflict. Of 
particular concern is the lack of vital healthcare services, which is resulting in a high number of deaths among women 
during childbirth and increased cases of acute watery diarrhea among children. There also are issues of food insecurity, 
with 4.5 million people people in need of food assistance in Tigray, as people have lost their income, access to market 
has decreased and food prices have risen. Women are also facing sexual and gender-based violence (GBV) by armed 
actors. 

There is an urgent need to increase services for GBV survivors, build the capacity of health facilities, provide food 
assistance and improve water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services. As a result, humanitarian agencies are 
continuing to expand services, to better respond to the pressing needs of internally displaced people and refugees in both 
Ethiopia and Sudan.1 

International Medical Corps’ Response 
Ethiopia 

In Ethiopia, International Medical Corps’ clinic in Shire Preparatory School camp continues to provide outpatient 
consultations, nutrition screening, antenatal consultations, family planning services and health education. Between April 
26 and May 9, 1,817 people received consultation services at the clinic, bringing the total number of consultations to 
4,013, including 1,074 children under 5. We screened 276 chidren under 5, and 87 pregnant and lactating women, for 
acute malnutrition, and during the last two weeks provided 106 people with mental health and psychosocial support 

                                                   
1 UNOCHA: Ethiopia Tigray Region Humanitarian Update, May 7, 2021. https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/  

FAST FACTS 
• In Sudan, International Medical Corps 

has reached 670 people across the 
Tunaydbah refugee camp, including 370 
females and 300 males, with COVID-19 
awareness-raising and health education 
messages.  

• In Ethiopia, we have provided 
consultations to 4,013 people, including 
2,939 adults and 1,074 children under 5, 
at the clinic in Shire Preparatory School 
camp. 

• In the last two weeks, International 
Medical Corps conducted a rapid needs 
assessment at the Five Angeles Health 
Center in Shire, as well as in the towns 
of Shiraro and Axum, to identify gaps in 
services.  International Medical Corps set up a water point in Tunaydbah refugee 

camp, Sudan, as part of training sessions provided to community 
health volunteers on how to talk to others about preventing COVID-19. 
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(MHPSS) and care. International Medical Corps continued 
educating people on various health topics, including 
COVID-19, reaching 2,712 people in the last two weeks, 
for a total of 6,105. In addition, we have screened a total 
of 2,901 people for COVID-19. 

Also during the last two weeks, International Medical 
Corps conducted a rapid needs assessment at the Five 
Angeles Health Center in Shire, as well as in the towns of 
Shiraro and Axum. The assessment revealed that the 
center currently has limited services because of a lack of 
eletricity and water. In Shiraro, the only functioning health 
facility is facing issues involving overburdened staff, drug 
shortages, a lack of mental health services, insuffient 
water supply and latrines, and is unable to pay staff 
wages. In Axum, which hosts 115,000 internally displaced persons, there are significant gaps in health, nutrition and 
WASH. International Medical Corps plans to expand our services into these areas to meet ongoing needs. 

International Medical Corps also continued our response in Humera, Wolkayit and Tsegede woredas, where needs are 
high. More specifically, we have been providing mobile health and nutrition services, including outpatient consultations, 
nutrition screening, hygiene education and mental health services. Between May 3–9, we provided 1,726 outpatient 
consultations, including mental health counselling for 51 people, and provided COVID-19 and hygiene education to 8,500 
people. 

Sudan 

International Medical Corps began our Tigray-related work in Sudan by responding to ongoing needs in the Hamdeyet 
refugee camp in mid-December, providing a combination of services to reduce the spread of COVID-19. This has involved 
working closely with community health volunteers to disseminate health and hygiene education messages, distributing 
personal protective equipment (PPE), providing training to 22 community leaders and 16 community mobilizers to 
increase the identification and screening of people with COVID-19 symptoms, and setting up 80 handwashing stations.  

In the last two weeks, International Medical Corps has reached 670 people with COVID-19 awareness-raising and health 
education messages in the Tunaydbah refugee camp, bringing the total number of people reached through this activity to 
1,990. As a result, people are more aware about the ways to prevent the spread, and are better able to identify cases, of 
COVID-19.  

In February, International Medical Corps began supporting people in the Tunaydbah refugee camp, first by providing mid-
upper arm circumference (MUAC) screening to determine the levels of acute malnutrition. More recently, International 
Medical Corps conducted key informant interviews and met with the camp’s management team to assess ongoing needs. 
Assements revealed that there is need for additional latrines, 
hygiene education and improved services in health centers—
including antenatal care, family planning services, trained 
midwives, delivery rooms, a vaccination team and an additional 
ambulance. 

Other responses in the Tunaydbah refugee camp have included 
delivering 100,000 medical masks to community health facilities 
and raising awareness in the camp about COVID-19 through four 
mobile campaigns, which have reached 1,320 refugees. In 
addition, International Medical Corps helped the Ministry of Health 
facilitate training for 46 community health volunteers on COVID-
19 infection prevention and control measures. International 
Medical Corps plans to expand our services in the refugee camp 
as we continue to respond to identified needs. 

International Medical Corps’ temporary clinic in Shire Preparatory 
School camp, Ethiopia.  

 

International Medical Corps staff members meet with camp 
management to discuss ongoing gaps in services and any 
existing unmet needs in Tunaydbah refugee camp, Sudan. 
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