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Key Messages
Maize prices were slightly higher; nevertheless levels remained steady during most of 2011.

The overall food security situation remains stable; however the peak of the lean season in January/February together with 
the high prices, constrained food access for the low income households.

Food security conditions are likely to worsen by the late onset of erratic rains in December affecting the agricultural 
campaign particularly in some northeastern and southern areas.

The Government continues the targeted distribution of input packages to expand households' production together with food 
distributions in some districts.

Background
The total population is 12.5 million with an annual the growth rate of 0%. Around 30% of the population was estimated to be 
undernourished while the proportion of HIV among adults is 14.3%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 12.571

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP n.a.

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 61%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 17%

Prices

Maize prices in Harare have remained stable between 
September and December 2011, however prices increased by 
7% in January 2012 when maize was sold at 310 USD/T. This 
price is 9% below the price recorded in January 2011. In 
Harare maize prices in January 2012 were 13% above prices 
of Maize US N02 Yellow. Inflation has also increased in 2011 
following higher food prices and increasing housing and rental 
costs. The appreciation of the USD against the Rand 
(Zimbabwe’s main trading partner) however, may contribute to 
easing imported inflation and consequently, alleviate domestic 
inflationary pressure.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 30%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 56%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 44%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 49

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 82%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 14.3%

Food Security Situation Assessment
Despite the generally stable food security conditions across 
most of the country, high maize prices limit access to markets 
of low income households, particularly during the peak lean 
period (January-February). The national vulnerability 
assessment (ZimVAC), estimated a 1.5 million food insecure 
rural people, 80% of whom are planned to be covered through 
the food aid program.  According to FEWSNET, the country’s 
food security situation from November  to March 2012 is 
classified as IPC Phase 1, having no minimal acute food 
insecurity. GIEWS reports a situation of exceptional shortfalls 
in food production while FAO and IFPRI agree on high levels of 
hunger and serious food insecurity.

CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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in aggregate food 
production supplies

Widespread lack of 
access

Severe localized 
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FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2011

No major shocks have affected livelihoods in Zimbabwe in the 
2011/12 consumption year. The Zimbabwe Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee estimates that 1.4 million people will be 
food insecure during the current peak lean season, ...more
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Vegetation Condition

Normal to good conditions are observed throughout the country. 
The indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the 
absolute difference between the NDVI for February 2012 and 
the average of the last 10 years on the agricultural zones 
derived from the GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Maize - Sorghum

Growing Maize - Sorghum

Harvesting Wheat

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

A number of normally wet regions in Mashonaland Central, 
West and East, as well as parts of Manicaland Province, were 
affected by poor rains. In the more arid regions of southwestern 
Zimbabwe, most crops had failed. As a result, the current lean 
season that ends in March 2012 is likely to be prolonged due to 
an anticipated bad harvest.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 2010

Total in the country 3998 4649 5031

Total outside the country 51639 23872 25276

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/03/2012.

Food Balance Sheet

Maize production in 2010/11, estimated at some 1.45 million 
tons, is about 7% above the 2010 output. Overall, national 
cereal output is put at 1.7 million tons, 4% higher than last 
season’s output and 17% higher than the five year average. 
Imports are put at 370,000 tons, almost the same level from the 
past year, but some 42% below the five year average imports.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

Import duties (10-25%) on basic food commodities have been 
restored to protect producers; an input subsidy program is also 
in place to support local production. The seed export ban was 
lifted as national maize seed supplies were at over national 
requirements. In 2011 the government had procured some 
300,000 tons of maize.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Procurement

Trade policy measures Import duties restored; Seed export 
ban lifted

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Zimbabwe: Using food rations to rebuild infrastructure
Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe Parliament Told Country Failing to ...
Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe Weekly Epidemiological Bulletin Num...
World: Results in Fragile and Conflict-Affected States...
Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe: CAP 2011 Snapshots (as of 15 Novem...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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