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DIRECTIONS  
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COOPERATION 

STRATEGY: 

SYRIA  

 

Priority 1: Moving towards Universal Health 

Coverage by adapting the health care 

system to be resilient, accessible and of 

good quality  

• Health information and evidence: providing 

timely, reliable, quality disaggregated health 

data on disease surveillance and service 

coverage to better report and monitor health 

system performance 

• Health workforce: developing a human resource 

strategy based on a labour market analysis 

• Initiating a policy dialogue to re-examine health 

strategies, policies and plans, service delivery 

The strategic priorities for 

WHO collaboration with 

Syria aligned with the WHO 

13th Global Programme of 

Work and WHO Vision 2023 

for Eastern Mediterranean 

as well as national context 

and health needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Goals 
4 million more people will be 

protected from health 

emergencies by 2024 

4 million more people will 

have universal health 

coverage by 2024 

4 million more people will live 

healthier by 2024 
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packages, public health functions and 

programmes based on a common assessments 

and evidence  

• Promoting adequate health financing by 

facilitating the provision of key evidence such as 

supporting the development of a national health 

accounts  

• Analyzing and mapping the current 

pharmaceutical situation, including the capacity 

of public and private sectors in the 

pharmaceutical field and developing a joint plan 

to meet domestic needs  

• Building national management and leadership 

capacity including strengthening donor 

coordination mechanisms for increased aid 

effectiveness 

• Re-assessing public health infrastructure at 

primary and secondary care level vis-à-vis 

population dynamics and related demographic 

and socio-economic factors for comprehensive 

rehabilitation plan, priorities, and investments  

 

Strategic priority 2. Protecting people 

from emergencies by strengthening 

national and sub-national emergency 

preparedness and response 

• Increasing access to lifesaving and life-sustaining 

equitable humanitarian health services across all 

levels of care – community, primary, secondary 

and tertiary with a focus on RMNCAH, NCDs and 

mental health, PHC and referrals, GBV 

Principles 
▪ Equity, reaching most 

vulnerable population and 

population in need first 

 

▪ Coverage and access 

(geographical, social and 

financial) 

 

▪ Quality 

 

▪ Accountability 

 

▪ Principles of neutrality, 

impartiality, humanity and 

independence given the 

context of Syria  
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• Improving health system capacity to prepare for 

and respond to the current and future 

emergencies and outbreaks, capitalizing on 

COVID-19 experience  

• Strengthening national and sub-national 

emergency preparedness and response 

capacities, including establishment of the 

national coordination mechanism for 

emergencies and institutionalizing a national 

public health emergency operations system  

Strategic priority 3. Advocating for and 

building a conducive policy environment 

to promote health and well-being 

• Embracing WHO commitments of health for 

peace and health for all by all, advocating for 

rights-based and people-centred services, 

promoting inter-regional and global collaboration 

in advancing health security, contributing to 

community cohesion and trust building, especially 

among the most vulnerable groups 

• Strengthening the whole-of-society approach to 

promote health, such as establishing multisectoral 

committees and supporting multi-sectorial 

frameworks  

• Reviving the Healthy Cities Programme and other 

community-based initiatives to strengthen 

intersectoral collaboration at the local level and 

support community resilience  

• Advancing the integration of health promotion 

and disease prevention within primary healthcare 

to address health and well-being including NCD 

risk factors, mental health, and oral health 
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Implementing the strategic priorities: 

Implications for WHO  
 

Given the prevailing conditions inside the country, particularly in northeast and northwest 

regions and with half of the population 

still needing humanitarian assistance, 

basic services (food, shelter, water, 

education, health and sanitation) and 

needs of returnees, the implications of 

the strategic priorities for CCS 2022-2024 

on WHO at all levels are massive.   

A country transitioning from protracted 

crises and emergencies through 

recovery to development requires solid 

and sustained, especially to revive the 

infrastructures and human resources of 

the health system.  

It will be critical to maintain ongoing efforts of providing much needed humanitarian 

assistance in health while side by side support the recovery plan with a focus on increasing 

health care coverage by making health facilities more available, accessible, and 

functional, increasing qualified health professionals, strengthening delivery of integrated 

primary health care services, promoting decentralization approach, and addressing 

determinants of health to reduce growing inequity.  

A range of interventions will need to be tailored specific to various geographical areas 

and according to the assessed level of health system development vis-av-vis humanitarian 

needs, involving all partners and maintaining local inclusive dialogue. Every effort needs to 

be made to preserve the integrity of the health system for the country. 

 

As a technical and coordination lead agency and coordinator of UN health sector, the 

tasks and responsibilities of WHO are enormous requiring sustaining a common platform for 

all partners with attention to aid effectiveness with the strategic priorities of the WHO CCS 

for Syria.  

 

 


