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Food For The Hungry

Shallow water wells inspire deep gratitude

Celebrate World Water Day and learn about water projects

around the world

Community members in Kinna, Kenya, are grateful for partners like you who

helped to provide them with clean water.

Did you know…in the world’s poorest countries,

approximately 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe

drinking water?There is an even greater number lacking adequate

sanitation and proper hygiene.

World Water Day is March 22, and Food for the Hungry

celebrates the many water projects that faithful partners like you have

help us complete worldwide. Your prayers and financial gifts are not

only saving lives, but you are helping to change communities!

Communities like Kinna, Kenya.

The 12,000 people of Kinna were forced to give their children

disease-carrying water to drink. One of the ways they tried to

keep their water source clean was by working long hours each day

to reconstruct water troughs for their livestock.

Imagine handing your child a drink from the same water that

your livestock had just walked through! Worse yet, imagine your

only source of water - healthy or not - drying up regularly. That's
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In honor of World Water

Day on March 22, you can

help us continue our work

in providing clean, safe

water to vulnerable

communities.

what Kinna residents faced.

Food for the Hungry partnered with the United States Agency for

International Development (USAID), the Office of Foreign Disaster

Assistance, faithful supporters like you and other partners to fund a

water well project in Kinna.

When FH offered to help rehabilitate four shallow wells,

community members enthusiastically contributed their work

and treasure to the project. With this kind of community

involvement, seven wells were rehabilitated rather than the originally-

planned four.

Now residents can easily collect clean water

with reduced labor hours and bring their

livestock to durable troughs that do not

contaminate the water the children and

families drink.

Celebrate with us as we continue to

overcome water challenges in the hardest the

places around the world.

Your gift multiplies to feed family of nine

An Ethiopian farmer overcomes poverty through an FH potato

seed program

Thanks to caring partners like you, Ethiopian farmers are increasing their income



4/19/12 March 2012 Newsletter

3/7www.fh.org/learn/newsletter/march-2012

Chekole can now provide

daily food needs for his

seven children and his

wife.

and providing for their families with improved, high-yielding potato seeds.

In America, it can be challenging to feed a family of four or

five with rising food prices. But we manage.

This was not the case for Chekole Yegoraw, a father of seven

living in the Amhara Region of Ethiopia. As a farmer in a frequently

dry area, he struggled to feed his nine-member family.

But faithful partners like you stepped in to help. Food for the

Hungry was able to select Chekole to be part of a seed multiplication

program.

Chekole received two and a half quarts of improved, high-yielding,

disease-resistant potato seeds. After only four months, he

harvested 41 quarts, from his previous 15... nearly a 275

percent increase!

With his bountiful harvest, Chekole was not only able to provide for

his family, but he shared the surplus with a relative. He stored potato

seeds for the next harvest and sold some in open markets.

“I have never seen such a high-yielding potato seed in my life.

It improved my life in a short period of time,” Chekole says.

Chekole became a member of a seed

producers group that promotes savings and

credit. His increased income allowed him to

purchase a plough ox and a new home with

corrugated iron roofing.

Thank you for your continued response

to people like Chekole, who live in

poverty and drought-stricken areas.

Blessing others during hardship

An FH donor’s heart-warming story of honoring the loving
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memory of his wife

The Booth family believes in helping those less fortunate, even during

personal hardships.

“I want a cow for Christmas.”

Not a typical Christmas wish. Unless, you’re Chris Booth, a father

committed to helping impoverished communities around the world.

Chris’ wife Janie succumbed to cancer in May 2010. As

Christmas approached, the family went about decorating the house.

Christmas had been Janie’s favorite holiday.

While unpacking decorations, Chris found Janie’s stocking and

wondered if he should hang it up or keep it in storage. Janie’s parents

suggested they use the stocking to raise money to give away.

“It seemed like such a novel, impossible, audacious idea, to ask

friends and family for money to help others on the planet in Jesus'

name and in my wife's memory,” Chris says.

To bless others in Janie’s memory, Chris and his children were

able to give a family in Rwanda a cow from the FH Christmas

catalog.

The success of his first stocking fundraiser spurred the motivation to

raise even more the second time. For this last Christmas, Chris

wanted to raise $2,500 to buy a water well from FH’s gift catalog for

a community lacking access to clean water.

Chris brought awareness to his FH fundraising page through

friends, family, church community, email, Facebook, Twitter and
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Janie’s Christmas Stocking

raised more than $8,000 in

2011—enough to bless

three communities with

clean water wells.

through his online blog, Earnestly I Seek You.

Chris says people continued to give right up to the eleventh hour.

And a miraculous Christmas blessing awaited

Chris and his family after that eleventh hour.

Janie’s Christmas Stocking 2.0 brought

in $8,365. This was enough to purchase three

water wells!

“It made the Booth's Christmas without Janie

more bearable, even joyful in some ways, to

know that people will be helped, since helping

people is what Janie loved to do most,” Chris says.

Food for the Hungry thanks Chris, his family and faithful

partners like you, for blessing others, even during personal

hardships.

Third time’s the charm—digging for water

in Peru

A water success story in a community that didn’t give up

Community members in Pucallpa, Peru were able to find clean, safe water.

Have you heard the expression “third time’s the charm?” It’s a

proverb that means something is more likely to succeed the third time

it is attempted. Community members in Pucallpa, Peru, learned the

literal meaning of this expression.
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Thanks to faithful

partners like you, Rina’s

three daughters can now

have access to clean water

and a promise of a

healthier future.

Rina Rojas, a mother of three daughters, was a member of this

community dedicated to persistence and success. Rina and her family

moved to the small community after receiving land from the

government for their own home.

But to their dismay, they found that their new home and

community lacked public transportation, electricity and water.

They had to buy water each day in a community a half mile away. It

began to take a significant toll on their finances.

Thanks to the generosity of partners like you, FH was able to reach

out to Rina’s community and propose the construction of a clean

water well. Rina says everyone was excited by the proposal

and each household contributed $15 to lay pipe to the houses.

Construction began, but success was not immediate. They didn't find

suitable water the first or second time they dug.

“Many of my neighbors said that the third time was the charm,

and it was!” says Rina. “They dug a third time and all of us

were waiting expectantly when they found clear, clean, sweet

water.”

Rina now has a spigot in her kitchen for

cooking, another one in her garden and one

to take showers.

“We are grateful to all those who helped

us with this well. We don’t know them, but

we thank each one very much, for making this

dream of having clean water in our homes a

reality,” Rina says.

You can help us make more stories like this a reality. Prayerfully

consider a gift today to Help Hungry People.

Helping Hungry People : $ .00
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