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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 A slow start to the current secondary “deyr” season (October-
December) rains were reported, but some heavy localised rains 
were observed  

 Good crop production estimated for the just concluded 2010 
main “gu” season. 

  Improved   livestock conditions were also reported  

 About 2 million people require emergency food assistance until 
the end of the year compared to 2.65 million during 2010 first 
semester 

 Persistent  armed conflict is still a major cause of food 
insecurity 

A slow start to the secondary “deyr” season 
observed  

Recent heavy rains in parts were a welcome change to the otherwise 
slow start to the secondary “deyr” season (October-December) rains. 
The slow start has strengthened moisture deficits in parts. Close 
monitoring of the rainfall amounts and distribution is warranted, 
especially in light of the predicted occurrence of the “La Niña” 
meteorological phenomenon that normally results in drier conditions in 
Somalia. 

Abundant rains resulted in good 2010 main season 
cereal production 

Harvesting of the 2010 main season “gu” cereal crops has been 
completed last September.  According to the Somalia Food Security 
and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU), production is estimated at a high 
of 242 000 tonnes, the best outturn in last 15 years. This is mainly due 
to early, abundant and well distributed rains that have improved yields 
across most agricultural areas and increased planted area due to the 
involvement of displaced people in farming, especially in Shabelle 
region. Exceptions have been reported in some areas of Central and 
Hiran regions that experienced crop failure due to poor precipitations as 
well as in Hiran, Juba and Shabelle river catchments where floods 
damaged standing crops. Adding some 8 500 tonnes of maize as a 
preliminary estimate of off-season production on flood recessional 
cropping areas, total 2010 “gu” cereal production is forecast at about 
250 000 tonnes.  
 
The abundant rainy season has improved rangeland conditions and 
water availability in key pastoral areas of the North, Central and Hiran 
regions, reducing livestock migrations and with positive effects on 
livestock body conditions and milk productivity. 

Improving food security across the country 
According to the FSNAU, an estimated 2 million people will be in need 
of emergency livelihood and life saving assistance until the end of 
2010, about 650 000 people less than in the first semester of 2010. The 
food security situation started to improve in March 2010 with the good 
2009/10 “deyr” crop production and has continued with the current good 
“gu” harvest. At the same time, civil insecurity and armed conflicts 
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continue to represent a serious threat to food security in most areas of 
southern and central Somalia (particularly in Mogadishu, parts of 
Bakool, Juba, Hiran, Mudug and Galgadud regions) and, more recently, 
also in parts of northern Sanaag and Bari regions. This situation has 
resulted in losses of human lives, escalating displacements of civilian 
population (with about 300 000 new IDPs since January 2010), 
disruption of trade activities, increased transportation costs and 
obstacles to humanitarian interventions by humanitarian agencies.  

Cereal prices declining but market disruptions 
continue to limit proper transmission 
The price of sorghum, the main staple food in the local diet, which was 
increasing since early 2010 due to the escalation of armed conflict, 
started to decline in June due to favourable prospects of the “gu” 
season production. In Mogadishu retail markets, red sorghum was 
traded at SoS 5 000 per kg in August 2010, about 40 percent less than 
the price two months earlier. The lowest retail sorghum prices in August 
2010 were registered in the important producing areas of Baidoa, with 
SoS 4 325 per kg, while very high prices were reported in Galkayo 
market in the Mudug Region, with about SoS 8 000 per kg, due to its 
remoteness from main producing areas and the intermittent disruptions 
to trading activities due to conflicts. The frequent suspension of 
humanitarian assistance and food aid delivery in conflict affected areas 
determines localized food shortages with upward pressure on local 
prices. 
 
In November 2009, Saudi Arabia lifted the nine-year ban on livestock 
exports that followed the suspected Rift Valley Fever. The measure 
immediately fostered livestock exports with positive impact on incomes 
of traders and pastoralists in central and northern provinces, especially 
for the communities near the ports. During the first six months of 2010, 
livestock exports through the ports of Berbera and Bosasso increased 
by about 33 percent   compared to the same period in 2009 and by 
about 22 percent compared with last five years average. 

 

 
 

 

 


