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CouNTy ProFilE
Marsabit is an administrative County in the Northern Province of 
Kenya. it is a vast county covering approximately 12% of Kenya, 
with variable landscape and climate and a population estimated at 
291,166 persons (Kenya census 2009). The two districts of North 
and Central Marsabit are severely drought affected, following two 
consecutive rainy seasons failed. These districts are mainly inhabited 
with mobile pastoralists, whose main livelihood relies on livestock. 
According to the 27th June 2011 oCHA Kenya Nutrition Survey 
results, the General Acute Malnutrition rate for Marsabit County 
as a whole is 20-30%, with an alarming 10-20% increase from 
2010. Severe Accute Malnutrition rose to 3-5%, an increase of 
3.6% compared to 2010. 

WATEr, SANiTATioN ANd HyGiENE
•	 lack of access to water in the Marsabit North and Central 

districts is reported at a critical level. The Water Committee at 
the borehole of Turbi location, North Marsabit district, reports a 
very low and decreasing yield of 0.5m3/h with a 3-4 hours 
recharge time, with an extremely saline output. Girls aged 
between 8 and 15 were observed waiting at the water pump 
from 7 AM to 6 PM everyday in the wait for water flow for 
household use. Water trucking is quoted as sporadic, and 
remain expensive for community own fundings (average price 
of 3,000 Ksh per truck). 

•	 Prior to the drought, Burbabo location, Marsabit North district 
was a strategic location for pasture and watering of livestock. 
Nowadays, it remains the single high yielding source of water in 
the Turbi area, but trekking distances both for livestock grazing 
and household use are rising. The average trekking distance 
for household usage of water is reported to be 40 kilometers. 

MAiN FiNdiNGS

MArSABiT CouNTy NortherN KeNya

Main objective Determine pastoral community vulnerability in Marsabit county with regards to the current drought focusing 
on Food Security, Nutrition/Health, Water access and sanitation conditions, migration patterns, and condition 
of livestock. 

Specific objectives •	 Determine most severely affected districts and divisions with gaps in coverage of drought 
affected population

•	 Determine key programmatic areas of intervention 
•	 Determine potential collaborations with local or international partners

Location Marsabit, Northern Kenya
Marsabit North and Central Districts

Sample Given the size of the Marsabit county and poor road infrastructures, the assessment focused primarily on 
secondary sources and direct observation. Interviews were conducted with the following key informants:
•	 Drought Mitigation Officer and Data Officer for Marsabit County
•	 District Water Officer for Central and North Divisions
•	 Chief and elders of Burgabo location
•	 Water Committee members and pump attendant in Turbi location
•	 Community members collecting water in Turbi location
•	 Water Committee and Veterinary Officer Burgabo location
•	 Migrating pastoralists in Sololo location
•	 Chairman of Water Association of Bubissa location

Period of field assessment 3rd–4th August 2011

Full  assessment report expected by 7th August 2011

desert settlements depend on water trucking and the sporadic food supplies

Boreholes are far from the little pasture that is left and are not sufficient.

The remaining Clinical officers do their best to support the local population.
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•	 Eight boreholes built by Chinese road 
Construction Company, located ten 
kilometers away from Burbabo location, 
Marsabit North district, and are available 
for committee usage, but should be kitted 
out with the necessary equipment for 
pumping. 

•	 Access to water is reported in acute 
shortage in Marsabit Central district. The 
Bakuli spring, on the edge of Marsabit 
town, is the main source for the district, 
but the current yield of 18m3/h is 
insufficient for the population of  Marsabit 
town (estimated at 40,000 inhabitants as 
per Kenya Census 2009). 172 locations 
were quoted by district officials as being 
“under high water stress”.

Food SECuriTy/NuTriTioN
•	 Food distributions are ongoing in both 

Marsabit Central and North districts by 
Food for the Hungry NGo. However, 
district officials emphasized on the need 
of High Energy Biscuits for children under 
5 years old.

•	 Food available was found available on the local market in 
both Marsabit Central and North districts, but remain pro-
hibitively expensive, at approximately double the price in 
comparison to last year. For example, meat is sold 250 
Ksh/kilogram at assessment time compared to 150 Ksh/
kilogram in June 2011.

•	 Villages in the diid Galgalu plain (estimated population of 
300 households), Marsabit North district, were reported 
by district officials as being highly vulnerable. due to a 
very high level of livestock mortality, the population is now 
dependant on GoK relief food and water trucking. Commu-
nity members of diid Galgalu plain indicated that the water 
trucking provided very limited quantity of water with an ave-
rage of 20 liters per household (including livestock) availed 
every two weeks.

liVESToCK
•	 Marsabit received light rains in the previous rainy season (February 

and June 2011), animal mortality rates had previously not been 
as significant in other drought affected counties. However, distance 
between water points and pastures is reported by district officials 
as becoming increasingly further away. For example, distance from 
Burbabo borehole, Marsabit North district, to the nearest pasture 
is 83 kilometers. local community members around the Burbabo 
borehole claim that 50% of cattle usually perished on the journey. 

•	 drought Mitigation officer for Marsabit county mentioned small scale 
conflicts going on between pastorals who migrated from Central 
Marsabit district  to isiolo county and isiolo local population.

Arid lands drought Assessment report, June 2011, stated 
Marsabit County as in a state of alarm as regards agro-
pastoralist zone. However, North Horr, lolyangalani and 
laisamis districts with reasonable water security, should be 
distinguished from Central and North districts which are 
heavily drought-affected. At assessment date, very limited 
(i)NGo programmes in Health/nutrition and WASH were 
taking place in Marsabit North and Central districts.

MArSABiT CouNTy NortherN KeNya

livestock often has to go several days without water while waiting at waterpoints.
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MArSABiT CouNTy NortherN KeNya

Priority oNe: eNsuriNg access to safe water
•	 Emergency water trucking for health centres, schools and up to 172 identified locations in Marsabit North and Central districts
•	 rehabilitation of boreholes (generator replacement/repairs/spare parts, fuel subsidy, desalination) in 4 identified locations in 

Mandera West district
•	 Equipment of 3 identified boreholes non functional in North district

Priority two: food security
•	 Scale up food distribution in Marsabit Central and North districts
•	 Food vouchers for vulnerable groups (pastoral dropouts, Single Headed Household, Household with more than 8 members...)

Priority three: rebuild livestocK assets/livelihoods
•	 Emergency fodder for remaining livestock to retain 
breeding stock 
•	 Emergency offtake/destocking for pastoralists with 
rapidly depleting and weak livestock
•	 Pasture re-seeding in strategic wet season pas-
tures in Marsabit Central and North districts

Priority four: eNable access to cash 
•	 Cash-for-work. link to drought risk Management: 
dam de-siliting, rain water catchment systems, 
seasonal streams (targeting youth and pastoral 
dropouts)

Priority five: eNsure access to basic saNitatioN aNd 
imProved KNowledge aNd Practices oN hygieNe  
•	 Hygiene kits (Household ceramic filters, buckets, 
soap) and hygiene training in Marsabit Central and 
North districts 
•	 latrine construction at strategic water points to 
avoid contamination of water sources
•	 Household/community latrine construction and sen-
sitization in Marsabit Central and North districts

Priority six: Promote Peace amoNg Pastoralist commuNities
•	 Facilitation of location level migrated related peace 
committees in Marsabit Central and North districts.

ProPoSEd iNTErVENTioN

Even at waterpoints water is scarce and often salty, and people often have to wait for hours.
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