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Government figures 

107,836 
affected population 

 
33 
dead 

 
18 
injured 

 
14,163 
affected houses 

 
157 
affected classrooms 

 
 

 

 

Cyclone Kenneth landfall as a Category 4 cyclone on 24 
April, 2019, with eye of the storm hitting near Mucojo, 
Mozambique. The epicenter of the storm passed over 
Macomia district. Macomia district has four postos 
Macomia Center, Mucojo, Quiterjaro and Chia with 
114,345 people in the district. 

 
 

The government’s efforts to provide early warning to 
communities in the district was able to avert significant 
loss of life when the storm hit. There were 33 deaths 
and 26 injured people as a consequence of Cyclone 
Kenneth. In Macomia, the district administrator 
reported that an estimated 90 percent of the district is 
affected by the Cyclone’s affects. On 28 April, 2019, in 
support of the INGC, OCHA and Team Rubicon 
undertook a Mozambique Rapid Needs Assessment to 
Macomia Town with the MRA endorsed tool by the 
INGC. UNICEF was able to gather additional data on 3 
May 2018. This assessment details the main 
conclusions until this date.  

 
 

On 1 May, thanks to a rotation provided by UNHAS, a 
team from WFP, CARITAS and OCHA undertook a rapid 
mission to Mucojo town. 

 

114,345 55,277 59,068 
The assessment was coupled with the distribution of 1 
MT of Ready to Use Supplementary Food (RUSF) to 
assist vulnerable children, High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) 
– 1.1MT - for 1,222 people in need - and plastic 

total population 
(2017 census) 

female male 

sheeting provided by WFP and medical supplies (basic medicines, including antibiotics, malaria treatment, painkillers and 
medical materials sufficient for 1,000 people for one month) – and 48 bottles of certeza water purification for the health 
centre, provided by UNICEF. 

 

About 5 key informants, including community leaders (chefe de localidade, male; chefe de posto, female), the Director of 
the Health Centre (female), policemen (male), and other villagers, were interviewed. In addition, direct observation was 
used, including aerial assessment of the village. Due to time constraints, no focus group discussions were possible. 

 
District officials reported five accommodation centers in Macomia Town on Sunday 28 April, all accommodation sites 
were school buildings (including one high school, one technical school, one primary school and two kindergartens). 
According to the INGC there were 422 people displaced in accommodation centers in Macomia District (as of 28 April). 
The following mission on 3 May found that all accommodation sites had been closed in Macomia Town. 

 
The district administrator reported that out of the four postos in Macomia district, which they currently have access and 
information, Macomia Center and Mucojo postos are the most affected. In Quiterjaro the needs are not yet known as they 
are unable to make contact or access the area. Two bridges are reportedly damaged, limiting access to outlying districts, 
the bridge to Chia is damaged a makeshift footbridge has been set up to facilitate the movement of people, however 
trucks are still unable to pass. The bridge to Mujoco has been completely destroyed, cutting off access to the area. Based 



upon aerial surveys Mujoco is in critical need of life-saving assistance. 
 

Macomia town showed significant levels of destruction and damages across the city. Powerlines were down, cutting of 
power supply to key public facilities including the hospital. Phone network, Vodacom and Movitel are still operational in 
town, but with limited connectivity across all areas of town. 



Shelter 

 

WASH 

MACOMIA TOWN 

The main water supply in Macomia town has been affected by the cyclone, it’s working but with extremely limited 
functionality and water was reported by all of those interviewed as a critical concern, with concerns the situation will 
deteriorate. Access to water was reported as a critical need, to mitigate that the situation deteriorates further.  

 

The Macomia Sede Water system is the main source of water for population living in the town. The main water supply is a 
privately-operated water system, but provides clean water to key facilities, including the hospital, which is currently functioning 
without access to safe water sources. Long ques were observed driving through town at Bombas (handpumps). 

 

 
 

Recommendations: 

Distribution of certeza to ensure disinfection at the household level; Maintain water trucking to ensure people 
have access to clean water; Restoration of the water distribution system from Autoridade Tributaria to minimize 
distance for water trucking; 

As requested by local leaders, rehabilitation of 8 existing boreholes with hand pump in the districts with 
mechanical problems. 4 in centre of Macomia Sede, 2 in Ilala and 2 in Nacate. The rehabilitation will involve replacing the 
mechanical components. 

 

Houses destroyed Houses damaged Affected houses 

Mucojo 

Macomia-Sede 

Chai 

Quiterajo 

9,107 

3,101 
1,560 

252 

It was observed by the assessment team that many of the 
houses visible from main roads were damaged by the cyclone. 
The INGC reports that 11,561 houses are destroyed, and 2,459 
are damaged in Macomia District. As the rain is expected to 
continue in the coming days, access to safe shelter will remain 
an urgent need for the population in the days ahead. Addition- 
ally, as people remain without access to shelter, protection 
concerns remain. 

MUCOJO TOWN 

100 per cent of houses in Mucojo sede sustained some form 
of damage, according to key informants. About 80 per cent or 
more of the houses – particularly those built with conventional 
materials - are estimated to have been completely destroyed, 
based on direct observation, with many flattened to the 
ground. 

 

 80% 
totally 

 

Recommendations: Provide tarpaulins 
(to temporarily replace roofs) and 
tents for immediate needs, followed 
by longer-term shelter support. 



MUCOJO TOWN 

Before the cyclone, the main source of water was a water tower. Due to the cyclone, electricity lines were down, and the power 
was cut, rendering the water tower non-functional. The water tank at the health centre was also not functioning due to damage 
and lack of power caused by the cyclone. There were other water wells present prior to the cyclone, but these were already 
damaged and/or missing parts. After the cyclone, the water distribution was greatly affected.  

 

Recommendations: Distribution of Certeza to support water purification; Re-establishment of water supply, 
when possible; Community engagement and community meetings to sensitize on disease prevention; 

 

 

  Health/Nutrition  

MACOMIA TOWN 

The main buildings around the hospital were affected. The 
emergency building was not affected, but the infirmary and 
the medical storage areas experienced flooding. The 
maternity ward roof was affected and flooding rendering the 
building non-functional to receive patients. 

 

         
 

Prior to Cyclone Kenneth the facility had forty-five in-patient 
beds, now only nineteen beds are available for admitted 
patients. Cold chain is functional, but only through propane 
gas. 

12 70 

 
 

. 

Before the cyclone there were 70 health staff working at the 
hospital, now only 12 staff are working. Health staff are also 
providing services in the accommodation sites in Macomia 
town. 

 

 

MUCOJO TOWN 
 

The only health center in Mucojo sede was significantly damaged by the cyclone, with the roof damage and all 
supplies ruined. 

The solar panels for the cold chain were damaged, leaving the health centre without appropriate storage for 
vaccines. Prior to the cyclone, the centre had stored multiple vaccines, including tetanus, polio and Penta. The 
health centre Director was present and was eager to re-establish operations, but highlighted the significant support 
she will require. 

The health director’s main concern was malaria, which was reported as particularly prevalent. There were also 
several cases of acute watery diarrhea reported, but numbers were not available. 

  
 

Recommendations: Provide temporary facilitators while the health centre is re-established; Re-stock vaccinations and ARVs; 
Ensure availability of malaria treatment. 



Food security, agriculture & markets 
 

MACOMIA TOWN 

 

 

Around 75% of basic food crops have been lost. The main crop produced are: Cassava, rice, maize. There is always vegetable 
production. 100% of income crops, sesame and cashew nuts are considered lost. There were 1,500 fishing boats and 50% are 
considered as lost. The food reserve won’t last 60 days; there is no record of losses of cattle, goats, pigs, only a loss of 1,000 
chickens. 

Main concerns are, agricultural inputs, farming equipment, irrigation systems, motor pump, improved seeds, need of medicines for 
livestock. 

MUCOJO TOWN 

All crops (rice, beans, maize, cassava) were lost after the cyclone. While some people had managed to 
harvest some small amounts of food pre-cyclone, these had been damaged, destroyed or lost during the 
cyclone due to winds and rains. The majority of fishing boats and fishing equipment were lost or partially 
damaged during the cyclone. However, some women were managing to fish – mainly with mosquito nets 
– to subsist after the cyclone. 

Recommendations: Provide food assistance and seeds; Provide fishing kits. 
 

 

  Protection  

MACOMIA TOWN MUCOJO TOWN 
 

 

100 
 

 
2,760 

It was reported during the assessment that there were 
over 100 children injured because of the cyclone. 
There were reports of children living with adults who 
were not their family members, but no reports that 
children were living alone or any child-headed house- 
holds.  
There were no reports of children being trafficked or 
children forced to work.  
There are 2,760 elderly benefitting from social 
protection programmes. 

There was inadequate time on ground to engage 
in appropriate discussions on protection-related 
issues. However, given the context, protection 
risks are likely. Gender-based violence is likely to 
be occurring due to the heightened risks caused 
by the cyclone. 

Recommendations: Protection monitoring visit; Ensure 
centrality of protection in programming. 

 
Follow-up with telecommunication companies to reinstate 
emergency coverage for the operation of referrals and social 
protection mechanisms 

 
 

 

  Communication  

MACOMIA TOWN 
 

Local language spoken is Mecua. Movitel and 
Vodacom are working in Macomia town, however 
network availability is limited available in rural and 
coastal areas. 

 

Community reported that their three most trusted 
sources of information are government officials, 
radio and the Insitute for Social Communication 
(social communication through community radio). 

 
MUCOJO TOWN 

Before the cyclone, telephone connection was possible due to 
the presence of a tower in Mucojo sede. However, the cyclone 
destroyed the tower and all communications were cut. The 
main sources of information for the community are friends 
/neighbors / family and the government. No information has 
been shared with the population on the humanitarian assis- 
tance they could receive. 

 
 

 
 


