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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Information on the Emergency  

This is the first time that there has been a community 
outbreak of SARS-CoV-2, since its first detection in the 
world back in December 2019. Solomon Islands has a 
very poor health system which will not be able to handle 
a large outbreak, hence the National Government’s 
strategy of prevention of entry/ denial of entry, with strict 
border controls. These have now been breached and 
detection has been late meaning that the virus has been 
going around in the community for some weeks or 
perhaps months already.  On Tuesday 18th of January it 
was announced that there were 6 cases of community 
transmission in the Ontong Java group of islands. On 
Wednesday 19th it was announced that there was a case 
of transmission in Honiara.  

Now the National Referral Hospital (NRH) is mainly filled 
with COVID-19 patients who require medical care and 
support. All others with mild symptoms that can be 
managed at home are not taken into the hospital. A 
second and third field hospital has been established to 
boost the country’s medical response capabilities. The 
NRH has scaled back its operations to critical care only 
such as births and emergencies only. Outpatient 
services have been shut down.  

Where did it occur? 

The current reports are pointing to the starting point of 
the virus entering the country originates from the Ontong 
Java group of islands. That are in the North of the 
Solomon Islands and not too far from PNG. It has been 
reported a lot of cross border movements between PNG 
and Solomon Islands due to the beche-de-mer (sea 
cucumber) ban in PNG and the opening of the 
harvesting and sale of them in Solomon Islands. This 
has resulted in cross border movements, and 
movements between Honiara and the Ontong Java 
Group of islands of buyers and sellers. 

When did it begin?  

The Government contact tracers were focusing on a 
vessel that left Ontong Java group on January 9 to come 
to Honiara, however they have since upgraded their 
advice on half a dozen vessels that have made trips in 
late November and in December. Ministry of Health have 
stopped trying to trace the origins of the virus specifically 
and move into a containment and harm minimization 
phase  

People Affected 

Currently all people in the Emergency Zone of Honiara 
along with the Ontong Java group of islands have been 
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put in special emergency protocols. For example, 
nobody is allowed to enter any shop unless they are 
double vaccinated, however at the time of the outbreak 
there was only a 30% uptake in at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine. Now after 5 weeks of the virus being 
active in the community, there has been a large uptake 
of the vaccine, which is now up to 60% of people have 
taken a first does. The original shortages of fruit and 
vegetables in the markets of Honiara had decreased in 
the past week as the villagers that normally come to sell 
who were barred from coming into Honiara are now 
allowed to come and sell their produces on showing that 
they have received their double dose of the vaccine. 
People from Honiara barred from going out to 
Guadalcanal province unless they are also double 
vaccinated, but they can’t leave Guadalcanal as yet. 
Next week the first passenger ships have been given 
permission to travel under strict conditions that all 
passengers and staff are vaccinated and have tested for 
the virus prior to boarding.  

In Honiara people must wear masks in public. Prices of 
masks have consequently skyrocketed. All transportation 
from Honiara to the rest of the country be it by plane of 
boat was suspended till last week.  International 
passenger movements have been allowed to 
recommence 2 weeks ago. In terms of domestic airline 
travel, only cargo flights will be operating at this time.  
Population of Honiara and its surrounds is about 
100,000. The positive rate in the first month of the virus 
was many times higher than reported but due to lack of 
testing capacities there the numbers are very low 
compared to the actuals. In the past 2 weeks there have 
has been a lot more support coming from aid donors and 
countries to the Solomon Islands beefing up support.  

Humanitarian Situation  

• Ministry of health is scrambling to now support 
the provinces as Honiara is pretty much now 
under control and cases are decreasing. 
However in Malaita and Western Province the 
cases are significantly increasing. 

• Australian Government has sent around 10 C-17 
or Hercules aircraft with medical supplies in the 
past 4 weeks. The items delivered were Oxygen 
concentrators, PPEs, RATs, HASMAT Teams, 
medical teams, etc. 

• Australian Humanitarian Partnership Partners 
met on what response can be activated or 
pivoting that can take place in response.   

• China has also supported the medical response 
of the country in a similar way to Australia with 

PPEs, Oxygen concentrators, RATs, tents, etc.  

• Australia also sent 2 smaller transport planes 
that could land at the smaller airfields throughout 
the Solomon Islands to deliver all the medical 
supplies to area hubs.  

 
Gaps in Humanitarian Assistance  

• Support for clinics in the provinces to be 
equipped with PPEs and other equipment to be 
able to handle COVID cases, or at least 
decrease the possibility of transmission from 
patients to medical staff during routine medical 
(non COVID related) medical service provision. 
As a number of clinics have closed down or 
down scaled in fear of contracting COVID due to 
lack of PPEs.  

• PPE for people in the provinces to access their 
commercial centers. (Mask mandates in place at 
all commercial centers) 

• Currently lack of access to testing/ no/minimal 
RATs available throughout the provinces. SI 
Government’s major donors have supported at 
least 400,000 RATs to date, but distribution to 
the health clinics out from the provincial centers 
is still to be done.  

• In talking with an Undersecretary within the 
ministry of health, the case management within/ 
at the community level will be the biggest gap as 
major donors will focus on providing capacity to 
test and support those with serious symptoms. 

 

ADRA’s RESPONSE 

Needs Assessment 

Main Findings:  

None conducted, just listening out taking note in the 
media of the Prime Minister’s and ministry of health 
addresses as well as phone calls to the ministry of 
health as well as advice sent out by the Ministry of 
Health & Medical Services (MHMS) 

Methodology: None 

Location: N/A  

Date: N/A  
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ADRA’s Response Activities 

ADRA SI currently has its staff divided between Honiara 
and Western Province. To date ADRA SI has mobilized 
under CANDO and People with Disabilities Solomon 
Islands lead an initial response to the pandemic. This is 
by helping those with disabilities throughout Honiara who 
have been locked down and not able to get critical 
supplies to have care packages delivered to their place 
of residence. The care package is a hybrid combination 
of Food and Hygiene kits. A total of 250 care packages 
were put together and delivered. This would have 
supported more than 1000 individuals who also reside 
with PWD at their house.  

Funding Opportunities  

ADRA SI is currently looking to utilize the ADRA network 
initial response budget ($15,000 AUD) to coordinate a 
response with the Western Provincial Health Authority to 
support the delivery of medical equipment, medicines, 
and PPEs to clinics throughout Western Province.  

ADRA SI is one of the preferred partners of UNICEF to 
support UNICEF’s response activities in Western 
Province. A proposal was submitted last week for 
$75,000 USD for ADRA SI to do the following: 

1) Improve 2 health facility’s WASH capacity (hand 
washing, Toilets, bathing etc.) 

2) Build 5 public hand washing stations in the 
province 

3) Deliver 1000-1200 emergency response kits to 
communities throughout Western Province 
impacted by COVID-19 

4) Provide health hygiene and awareness meetings 
in 30 communities throughout Western Province. 

 
There could be more opportunities with donors as the 
situation unfolds, but to date as mentioned above in the 
next options that ADRA SI is planning on pursuing.  

 

RESPONSE COORDINATION  

Coordination with other Organizations  

ADRA SI is working with the Solomon Islands Mission in 
Western Region to coordinate any response. There are 
8 staff who have access to 3-4 outboard SDA Mission 
owned motor canoes (OBMs). Once the partnership and 
project agreements are signed with UNICEF there is 
budget to purchase an OBM for ADRA SI.  

 

Cluster Meetings  

Cluster meetings have mainly taken place at the ministry 
level of the government to date we haven’t been 
requested by NEOC to meet as such. Directives and 
government response are coming from the oversight 
committee rather than through the national emergency 
operations center (NEOC) coordination mechanism. The 
NGOs under SIAHN and AHP have met to discuss 
coordination and what each organization is doing.  

 

CONSTRAINTS 

Security Constraints  

The restriction of movement, and the mandate to be fully 
vaccinated along with photo ID plus wearing masks for 
anyone in Honiara and any movement outside the 
provinces could cause issues especially since a high 
proportion of people are not vaccinated.  

There could be civil disturbances if the police come 
down hard on people looking for food but not vaccinated 
and appropriately equipped. 

The informal sector that generates a lot of income for a 
number of residents in Honiara and throughout the 
provinces that link to the Honiara market has been 
suppressed by COVID-19 restrictions. This means that 
there are many people who cannot make ‘ends meet’ 
this has led to an increase in the incidences of theft and 
robberies in Honiara.   

  
Other Constraints  

Restrictions of movement 

PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Media  

None as yet. 

The next SitRep will be circulated on:  

March 1st, 2022
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

COUNTRY DIRECTOR 
 
Stephen Tasker 
 
Email: stasker@adra.org.sb 
 
Skype: Skwiiki 
 
Mobile: +67 7721 3061 
 
Office: +67 738 656 
 
Physical Address: Kukum Highway | Vura Road | Honiara | Solomon 
Islands 

 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE COORDINATOR (ERC) 
 
Raynick Ray Jack 
 
Email: rray@adra.org.sb 
 
Skype: RRay 
 
Mobile: +677 767 4693 
 
Office: +67 738 656 
 
Physical Address: Kukum Highway | Vura Road | Honiara | Solomon 
Islands 

 
REGIONAL EMERGENCY COORDINATOR (REC) 
 
Greg Young 
 
Email: GYoung@adra.org.au 
 
Skype: adraspd 
 
Mobile: +61 4 1230 6498 
 
Office: +61 2 9847 3234 
 
Physical Address: 148 Fox Valley Rd | PO Box 129 | Wahroonga | NSW 
2076 | Australia 

 

ADRA INTERNATIONAL CONTACT 
 
Elizabeth Tomenko 
 
Email: elizabeth.tomenko@adra.org 
 
Skype: etomenko.adra 
 
Mobile: 240-463-2480 
 
Office: 301-680-5146 
 
Physical Address: 12501 Old Columbia Pike |  
Silver Spring | MD 20904 | USA 
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DETAILED MAPS 
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Map of Positively Identified Case Locations Throughout the Country 
 

 


