
Doloow District, Gedo Region, Somalia

Doolow NFI and Shelter Market Assessment - Vendor

Four seasons of successive poor rainfall in Somalia have resulted in 
protracted drought, triggering widespread displacement from rural to 
urban areas. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) are often the most 
vulnerable, with poor living conditions, few household belongings and 
lack of access to basic services. In response to the ongoing drought, 
humanitarian actors have sought to provide IDPs with shelter and non-
food items (NFIs) assistance, both through in-kind vouchers and cash 
distributions. It is within this context that the Somalia Shelter and NFI 
Cluster, in partnership with the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) approached REACH to conduct an assessment to inform NFI 
responses in Doolow District. From 17 to 19 March 2018, REACH 
interviewed 193 randomly sampled IDP households (HHs) living in the 
two major IDP settlements in Doolow as well as 29 NFI vendor Key 
Informants (KIs). This factsheet presents findings from the KI interviews. 
Information from the household survey is presented in a separate 
factsheet. Findings should be considered indicative.

March  2018

90% Solid covered building
7% Makeshift stall with roof
3% Other

Vendor infrastructure

Doolow markets

Observed shop structures:

of the vendors interviewed reported that they 
store extra stock inside their shops. 

Most commonly reported sources of NFIs stock1:
1. From a supplier in the state capital 48%
2. From a wholesaler in the market 45%
3. From a supplier in another town other than the state capital 7%

Reported main methods of transportation:

Most commonly reported NFIs available in the markets:

Least commonly reported NFIs available in the markets:

 1. Participants could select multiple responses.
 2. Insufficient stock to meet customers demand.
 3. Percentage change presented here is the average price change on a particular NFI compared to the month prior to this assessment, calculated from only those
     vendors that indicated a change in price.

Demand for NFIs in the market
Proportion of vendors reporting shortage2 of the below NFIs1:

Cooking utensils 31%
Water containers 28%
Blankets 10%
Mosquito nets 10%

31+28+10+10

Proportion of vendors reporting shortage2 of the below shelter repair 
items1:

Most commonly reported reasons for shortage2 of NFIs, by those who 
reported shortages1:

1. Sudden increase in demand 85%
2. Vendor could not afford to restock 8%
3. Supplier did not have enough stock 8%

Challenges faced by vendors
Most commonly reported security-related challenges1:

1. None 97%
2. Theft of goods from shop 3%
3. Fights at the market 3%

NFIs with highest average price change compared to the month prior 
to this assessment3:

Iron sheets +64%
Ropes +45%
Blankets +5%
Cement -35%
Firewood -10%
Cooking pots -6%

For more information on this factsheet, 
please contact REACH: 

somalia@reach-initiative.org

90+7+3+A
 90%

Supply and transportation of goods

Market Supply

Jerry can Blanket Cooking 
pot

Mosquito 
net

Number of vendors  
selling 21 18 18 17

Cement Timber Iron 
sheet Firewood

Number of vendors 
selling 11 10 7 1

Cement 41%
Iron sheets 38%
Timber 24%
Wooden poles 14%

NFI prices

41+38+24+14

52% Professional transporters
45% Vendor hires vehicle for transport

3% Vendor uses own vehicle for transport52+45+3+A


