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HIGHLIGHTS: 

 The Lean Season Assistance programme has commenced in close collaboration and 
alignment with the Government of Zimbabwe’s Food Deficit Mitigation Strategy.  

 WFP has started a hydroponics project in Tongogara Refugee Camp, to support the self-
reliance and diet diversification of refugees. Up to five green houses are now complete. 
Construction of water troughs for deep water culture is ongoing. 

 Regional meetings on the Country Capacity Strengthening study were held to plan for an  
assessment which will cover Zimbabwe, Lesotho and Eswatini. The ECHO funded project 
aims to generate evidence and recommendations for WFP country offices and national 
stakeholders, in how to strengthen national disaster risk management and social protection 
systems to address food and nutrition insecurity. 

The mountain that keeps on 
giving 
When the Tonga tribe were displaced from 

their fertile land along the Zambezi river more 

than 60 years ago to pave way of the 

construction of the Kariba dam, they settled 

between Zambia and Zimbabwe. Their great 

grand ancestor Sialukobo saw into the future 

and advised his people not to fight back: 

“water will follow you wherever you go”. The 

Tonga people are an indigenous minority 

group and speak a different language to the 

Shona and Ndebele majorities across 

Zimbabwe.  Their lives resolved around water 

and resettling where there was not enough 

water means life was going to be difficult as 

they depended on fishing and agriculture.  

Located in the remote rural area of Mola, 

Kariba district, the Musanza mountain is 

covered in fall colours.  The mountain seems 

quiet and peaceful, from a distance it looks 

like a big shield protecting the Mola 

community. The dry season is coming to an 

end. As Sialukobo predicted, water followed 

the Tonga people. There were long dry spells, 

and it did not always rain when it should 

have, but there happened to be water moving 

along layers of soil and rock.  

The Tonga people would also share water 

with their cattle, which would always lead to 

the spring drying up. According to the elders, 

water was polluted by detergents and 

fertilizers from the nearby fields. This made 

the gods angry and they would dry the 

aquifers in revenge. It was vital to protect 

these sacred grounds. When the United 

Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and 

World Vision consulted the community about 

their needs, they decided to fix and maintain 

the water reservoir beneath their feet. They 

are now using clean and safe water to 

increase their food production and feed their 

animals. 

Melissa Siyachinene is a 23-year-old mother 

of one. She says the youth are learning from 

the older generation about the Tonga 

people’s norms and values. It is important so 

that she can also pass this knowledge on to 

Victoria, her three-year-old daughter.   

“Through songs, folktales and dances we have 

learnt how important these springs are. They 

are of great value to those who came before 

us, the present generation, our kids and those 

not yet born. Today we combine ancient 

wisdom with modern technology.  

Access the full story online  

PEOPLE ASSISTED IN SEP: 469, 023 

Lean Season Assistance:  n/a 

Urban Resilience: 315, 025 

Health and Nutrition: 2,178 

Support to Refugees: 12,940 

Food Assistance for Assets: 138,880 

 

CSP 5-Year Requirement: USD 832m 

CSP Net Funding Gap (Nov-Apr 2022): USD 54.9m  

Image: WFP/Tatenda Macheka  

https://www.wfp.org/stories/world-food-day-mountain-keeps-giving-zimbabwe
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Strategic Outcome (SO) 1: Ensure Food Security 

• Through WFP’s Urban Resilience programme,  315,025 
beneficiaries of the targeted 326,004 received 
entitlements in September, representing an 
achievement rate of 96.63%. Follow up disbursements 
will be completed in affected domains. 

 

• A second joint workshop was held for the harmonization 
of targeting approaches for Urban Social Assistance 
Programmes in Zimbabwe, hosted by the Government 
of Zimbabwe in Bulawayo.  

• In partnership with FCDO, WFP is implementing the 
Stopping Abuse and Female Exploitation (SAFE)  
programme in Chiredzi. Joint activities seek to 
document and reduce the incidence of gender based 
violence and intimate partner violence in the framework 
of cash and livelihood interventions.  

 

• The Lean Season Assistance programme has 
commenced in close collaboration and alignment with 
the Government of Zimbabwe’s Food Deficit Mitigation 
Strategy.  

 
 

SO2: Health & Nutrition 

• Consultations were conducted in Bulawayo, Masvingo 
and Mutare WFP field offices regarding the termination 
of direct food assistance to Maternity Waiting Homes in 
the first half of 2022. Discussions focused on alternative 
food sourcing strategies for sustainable provision of 
meals to women awaiting delivery in clinics. 

 

 

SO3: Support to Smallholders  

• A total of 58,000 bags of sorghum and cow pea seeds 
were delivered to date in preparation for the small 
grains project 2021/2022 to be conducted across 20 
districts. 

 

• The R4 decentralised evaluation inception report was 
finalised and approved. Data collection was concluded, 
and preliminary findings were presented to 
stakeholders.  

• Microinsurance product testing is underway for the 
2021/2022 season alongside insurance and financial 
education partners. This involves community 
engagement with farmers to share information on the 
types of insurance products offered, and ensures 
information is understood of the terms and conditions 
in advance of purchase. This year, the products offer 
coverage for both shortage and excess rainfall. 

 

 

SO4: Resilience to Seasonal Shocks 

• Through Food Assistance for Assets, WFP and partners  
supported communities across 12 districts to build 
community assets including gardens that are equiped 
with solar powered boreholes, poultry interventions as 
income generating activities, and solar hatcheries. Asset 
establishment is nearing completion, including training 
modules conducted across a range of topics such as 
COVID-19, post harvest management, gender, business 
and leadership amongst others. 

• As part of the Food Assistance for Assets programme, 
WFP has developed a new partnership with 
Welthungerhilfe to implement Financial Literacy 
Training of Trainers (ToT) Programme. This will be 
rolled out across 12 districts.   

SO5: Social Protection  

• WFP hosted a series of stakeholder meetings with 
assistance from an in-house expert. The objective was 
to conduct a sector-wide panoramic assessment to 
refine the country office strategy and formulate a 
roadmap, in preparation for the new Zimbabwe 
Country Strategic Plan 2022-2027.  

SO6: Supply Chain Support 

• During the month of September, WFP supported 
partners (UNDP, FAO, UNFPA) with storage and 
handling of non-food items worth USD5.4 
million. WFP also cleared for import USD7 million 
worth of non-food items.. 

After three years of participation in WFP’s food assistance for 

assets and R4 programmes, the community in Tashinga, 

Masvingo, produces enough to eat and sell to the market. On 

a field visit in September, the community explained to WFP 

and the cooperating partner that even throughout the 

pandemic period, access to nutritious food has not been a 

challenge for over 200 participating households. They say 

that 60% of the produce grown is used for food supply to 

local households, and the remaining 40% of produce is sold to 

markets.  

The income 

generated 

has helped 

the 

community 

invest in 

other 

projects, 

like solar 

power and a storage shed for food supply (image above).  

The community values the garden as a learning centre, where 

skills building projects are integrated on gender, better 

agricultural practices and social cohesion.  

Food Sustainability—Community Gardens  



WFP Operations  

 
CSP Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

CSP Net Funding  

Gap for the Next 6 

Months (Nov—Apr 2022) 

People Assisted  

(September 2021) Female Male 

CSP  TOTAL 

(April 2017-Dec 2021) 
USD 832,140,844   USD 54,895,066 469,023 256,762 212,261 

Lean Season Assistance     n/a n/a n/a 

Urban Resilience Programme   315,025  176,414  138,611  

Support to Refugees      12,940  5,952 6,988 

Health and Nutrition     2,178*  2,178  n/a 

Food Assistance for Assets   138,880  72,218 66,662 

www.wfp.org/Countries/Zimbabwe 

                Thank You To Our Donors For Their Continued Support   

Contacts 

Maria Gallar—Head of External Relations  

WFP Zimbabwe  

maria.gallar@wfp.org 

 

Learn more  

Download: 

WFP Zimbabwe Country Strategic Plan  

WFP Zimbabwe CSP Brochure   
 

www.wfp.org/countries/Zimbabwe 

*This figure is inclusive of Maternity Waiting Home (MWH) activities only. Stunting prevention activities are suspended.  

A community in rural Matobo district have switched to organic gardening. WFP/Belinda Popovska  
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