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These icons represent all WFP activities planned and implemented in each country in response to the Syrian refugee crisis. To adapt to COVID-19, WFP introduced adjustments to distribution modalities. 
Figures above may include host community members and non-Syrian refugees. UNHCR locations are partially represented at this scale. Map updated as of September 2020
*Figures are under verification and subject to change. **Figures are estimates as assistance is ongoing at time of publication.
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Asset Creation and Livelihoods

Malnutrition Prevention

5.56 m 
registered Syrian refugees  
in countries of asylum  
(UNHCR, September 2020)

250,555 
spontaneous refugee returns to 
Syria since 2016, (UNHCR, July 2020)
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people assisted by WFP
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55,643*
people assisted by WFP
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In Numbers
Net Funding Requirements: 
(October 2020 - March 2021)

Jordan: US$ 154.1 m

Egypt: US$ 34.9 m

Iraq: US$ 0 m

Lebanon: US$ 78.4 m

Regional Syrian  
Refugee Crisis Overview

Turkey: US$ 37.8 m

Highlights
• 1.7 million Syrian refugees, non-Syrian 

refugees and host community assisted by 
WFP in August 2020. 

• As host governments in the sub-region 
continue to ease COVID-19 lockdown and 
restrictions, the majority of WFP operations 
are resuming with health and safety measures 
in place to protect all people involved.

US$
305.2 
million



Contacts
WFP Regional Bureau Cairo
Operational Information Management Unit 
Telephone: +202 2528 1730
Email: RBC_OIM@wfp.org

WFP Response
WFP continues to monitor the situation in the sub-region in order to adjust its programmes to meet the most urgent needs 
of the population. General food assistance is ongoing with COVID-19 mitigation measures in place. After several months 
of suspension, livelihoods activities have started to resume. Moreover, WFP is preparing for the resumption of the School 
Feeding Programme when schools commence for the new academic year.

For more information you can visit WFP.org country pages: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey. 

Donors

Asset Creation and Livelihoods
Turkey: Under the cash-for-training component of the Mutfakta Umut Var (MUV)/Kitchen of Hope project, the first cohort is 
continuing its on-the-job training at an assigned restaurant, cafe or soup kitchen. Each of the 131 students receives a cash 
transfer entitlement of up to TRY 2,324 (USD 317) per month, based on the number of working days. The second cohort of 190 
participants (99 Syrians and 91 Turkish) is now receiving vocational training on culinary skills. 
Lebanon: Forestry and agriculture infrastructure projects continued work on critical activities with the minimal number of 
participants on site and fully observing precautionary measures. Activities are expected to resume as normal in September 
following the COVID-19 lockdown measures in August.

School Feeding
Lebanon: In the second round of distributions, WFP provided food parcels to 11,250 Lebanese and Syrian families whose 
children attend public schools that are part of WFP’s school feeding programme.
Jordan: WFP received confirmation from the Government that school feeding activities supporting 420,000 school children in 
camps and communities will resume in September/October.

Lebanon: WFP assisted about 830,000 Syrian refugees, 7,650 refugees of other nationalities and 145,000 vulnerable Lebanese 
beneficiaries through cash-based transfer modalities. The increased number of Syrian refugees reached in August was made 
possible due to exchange rate gains over the last couple of months.

Jordan: WFP continued providing monthly food assistance in the form of cash-based transfers to about 500,000 refugees 
residing in camps and communities. WFP expanded the coverage to include  additional 14,400 refugees (5,164 households) in 
the cash-based-transfers programme.

Unconditional Resource Transfers 
Egypt: WFP extended the redemption period for general food assistance in the form of cash-based transfers for about 
108,000 refugees in August. According to UNHCR, in August, Egypt hosted refugees from 57 countries, of which WFP has 
assisted refugees from 9 nationalities.

Iraq: WFP delivered cash and food assistance to about 267,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and over 69,000 refugees 
through Food for Assets (FFA) and Urban Livelihoods programmes. This included an additional 38,000 refugees and IDPs as 
part of WFP’s scale-up to meet increased humanitarian needs during the COVID-19 pandemic. WFP continues to consider 
appeals from families via special helpdesks in camps, to be included in the next cycle of assistance.

Turkey: WFP continues to support refugees in six camps, through a monthly e-voucher payment of TRY 100 (USD 14) per 
person. These payments reached 54,243 people in the August transfer. As of 31 August, no COVID-19 cases had been 
confirmed officially in the camps.

Situation Updates
The sub-region registered 623,348 cases of COVID-19 with 19,015 fatalities as per JHU COVID-19 tracker (31 August 2020). 
During August, the Government of Egypt gradually began easing lockdown measures for a resumption of normal activities. 
However, Turkey, Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan observed a significant increase in new daily cases. Lebanon and Jordan returned 
to a partial lockdown to mitigate the spread of the virus. 

Hanan is a Lebanese woman who lives with her family of seven in the 
farthest district in the North of Lebanon, Akkar. Like many in that area, 
Hanan and her family were struggling to make ends meet. 
Hanan’s situation worsened with the lockdown measures following the 
spread of coronavirus and the ongoing economic crisis. 
Hanan’s children attend a public school in the northern district of Akkar 
where WFP had run its school snack programme prior to the closure 
of schools. As a response to growing needs and the ongoing crisis, WFP 
amended its programme and began distributing food parcels to families of 
students such as Hanan’s children, who attend these public schools.

School Snacks in Lebanon

Hanan and her daughters collect and sell thyme for a modest amount as they try to make ends 
meet in marginalized district of Akkar. Photo: WFP Lebanon

https://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq
https://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan
https://www.wfp.org/countries/lebanon
https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey
https://www.unhcr.org/eg/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2020/09/August-2020-UNHCR-Egypt-Monthly-Statistical-Report.pdf

