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This data has been collected through the IASC Population Movement Tracking (PMT) system. PMT is designed to capture population movement trends, not cumulative population data. Due to the fluid nature of displacement in Somalia 
and in order to avoid capturing multiple displacements, UNHCR limits the reporting range to a period of three months - these figures should therefore not be added and used cumulatively. 
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For further information contact: Andreas Needham, Public Information Officer (needham@unhcr.org) 
Conor Flavin, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer: (flavin@unhcr.org)
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Where did people arrive in Mogadishu?

PMT Quarterly Dashboard
This report covers the last quarter of 2011 and the first three quarters of 2012. Overall movement and displacement patterns in 2012 was mainly determined by conflicts unlike the last quarter of 2011 which was drought-related displacement and IDP 
returns.  The first quarter saw an increase and shift in conflict between TFG/AMISOM troops and Al Shabaab insurgents from Mogadishu to Afgooye district after the tactical withdrawal of Al Shabaabfrom Mogadishu. The announcement by TFG/AMISOM 
forces of a massive offensive in the Afgooye corridor created fear amongst the population leading to multitudes of displacements from the district.  The actual offensive happened in the second quarter, and led to displacements from the Afgooye corridor 
mostly to Mogadishu. Following this, TFG/AMISOM forces, advanced on Merka in Shabelle Hoose and later; key towns in Lower Juba. This led to the eventual withdrawal of Al Shabaab insurgents from Afmadow and Kismayo. 
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2nd Quarter: 2012
April to June 

As the TFG establishes its bases, a number of 

evictions were reported in the Mogadishu. Most 

of them being in the administrative districts like 

Hodan and Wadajir. The victims moved within 

the city, settling in crowded IDP settlements. 

Most of these eviction cases were reported in 

the month of May, 2012. 

5%

The combined AMISON/TFG offensive on Al 

Shabaab bases in Afgooye in the month of May 

resulted into security related displacements.  A 

majority of these were IDPs and a few residents of 

Afgooye fleeing the direct conflicts between the 

warring parties. The PMT recorded 59,000 security 

related displacement as a result of this 

confrontation and others reported in Juba HOose 

and Bakool region. Most of the displaced, sought 

refuge in Hodan and Wadajir districts of Mogadishu.

66%

The result of previous drought and the failure of 

Gu rains in Somalia left many without a source of 

livelihood. During the reported period, the PMT 

recorded a total of 8,000 displacements in search 

for a livelihood. Most of these displacements were 

reported in the Gedo, Bay and Bakool region.

9%

IDP returns whilst temporarily was recorded in 

Mogadishu and Bay regions. In 

Mogadishu, the establishment of order by the 

TFG saw many IDPs return whereas in 

Bay, the restoration of order by the ENDF saw 

about 850 returning. 

11%

Arrivals by Month

89,000 Into and within Somalia, includes all reason for movement

Total Movements 45,000 
Into and within Somalia, includes all reason for movement

Total Movements

Al Shabaab's relocation to Afgooye and the 

process of withdrawal from Mogadishu caused 

several security incidents and movements. 

About 15,000 moved within Mogadishu while 

10,000 arrived in Mogadishu from Shabelle 

Hoose. A further 2,700 and 1,600 were 

displaced within Juba Hoose and Hiraan regions 

respectively. 

10,000 

Despite rains starting to fall, parts of 

Shabelle Hoose, Mogadishu and Gedo 

regions still report drought. About 4,300 

moved to the border region of Gedo. A 

reported 2,600 arrived in Somaliland and 

1,500 in Puntland. 

The withdrawal of Al Shabaab from Mogadishu 

resulted in an influx of returnees to their places of 

origin.  About 21,000 returned from Shabelle 

Hoose to Mogadishu. A further 8,000 returned 

from districts within Mogadishu to their villages of 

origin. Returns were also recorded in Shabelle 

Hoose, Bay, Gedo and Shabelle Dhexe as rains 

begun. 
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4th Quarter: 2011
October to December

32%

About 6,000 displaced were forcefully 

returned from Afgooye and Marka districts 

in Shabelle Hoose to Mogadishu. About 

1,500 returned to their villages of origin in 

Gedo region. 
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1st Quarter: 2012
January to March

The first quarter saw 8,000 people evicted in Mogadishu 
and Afgooye. In Mogadishu, 7,500 people were evicted 
by the TFG from public buildings. Meanwhile, in the 
Afgooye district, 500 people were evicted by Al Shabaab 
from public buildings to villages in the district. 

6%

64%

The first quarter of 2012 marked the beginning 
of Gu rains. About 15,000 persons made cross-
border movements from Ethiopia and Kenya. 
Most of the 15,000 persons were males who 
crossed the borders to cultivate their land on a 
temprary basis. 

11%

The takeover and subsequent establishment 
of control by the TFG in 
Hiraan, Mogadishu, Bay,  and parts of 
Shabelle Hoose regions facilitated the return 
of about 15,000 displaced persons to their 
places of origin. However, limited basic 
services and continuous retaliatory attacks 
by Al Shabaab persist. In some 
cases, returnees stay in IDP settlements 
closer to their places of origin for social 
security.  

11%

The majority of movements in this quarter were due 
to insecurity as a result of fighting between the 
TFG-Allied forces and Al Shabaab in various parts of 
the country. These included fighting in Shabelle 
Hoose, Bay, Mogadishu, Hiraan and Gedo regions. 
In Afgooye, the TFG announced an offensive on Al 
Shabaab bases. At least 45,000  people moved from 
the Afgooye Corridor. In Bay, the withdrawal of Al 
Shabaab from Baidoa displaced about 13,000 . 

141,000 
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Reason for movement

The withdrawal  of Al Shabaab in parts of Shabelle 

Hoose and Juba Hoose regions saw about 2,600 

displaced persons returning to or closer to their 

homes in Afmadow, Afgooye and Kismayo as a result. 

The bulk of the returns were reported to Afgooye in 

August after Al Shabaab’s withdrawal from the district. 
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3rd Quarter: 2012
July to September

6%

During this quarter, the government of Somalia and 

AMISOM forces captured the port city of Kismayo from 

Al Shabaab. The build up of this conflict saw about 

17,000 displacements in Juba Hoose region of which 

15,000 were from Kismayo. About 6,000 were 

displaced in Shabelle Hoose by the advance of 

TFG/AMISOM forces on K -50. The dispersal of the 

insurgents from their bases reportedly created a fear of 

insecurity incidences in other regions of South Central 

causing about 4,000 displacements. 

65%

About 6,700 moved due to livelihood 

concerns mainly reported in Gedo (2,000) 

and Juba Hoose (1,500) regions as a result of 

failed Gu rains and continuing conflicts. The 

remaining 3,200 in search for a better 

livelihood were reported from several regions 

of Somalia. 

The onset of the Deyr rainy season saw an 

increase in cross-border movements from Ethiopia 

to Somalia with about 2,700 moving to 

temporarily tend lands. The majority indicated 

they would return to refugee camps once the 

planting season was complete. Similarly, about 

2,500 cross-border movements from Kenya 

through Gedo region were reported.  
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