
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
   

  
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Critical malnutrition rates in 

hard-to-reach areas of south-

central Somalia, including 

Bulo Burto and Xudur 

 More than 20,000 people 

have fled their homes due to 

military operations  

 Mid-year review shows some 

progress towards strategic 

objectives but more funding 

is still needed. 

FIGURES 

# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency  
and crisis 

             
7  731,000 

# of people  
in food security 
stress 

         2.3m 

 

# of acutely              203,000 
malnourished  
children under age 5  

Source: www.fsnau.org 
(Feb-June 2015 projection) 

# of internally 
displaced people  

     1.1m 

Source: UNHCR 

 

 

Human i ta r i an  Appea l  

FUNDING 

863 million  
requested for 2015 (US$) 

33% (282 million)  
402 million  
Total humanitarian funding 
received for Somalia  

(reflects reported funding on 
FTS as of 18 August 2015) 
Source: http://fts.unocha.org 

 

Worsening malnutrition in Bulo Burto, Xudur 
Malnutrition rates triple in Xudur 

Malnutrition levels continue to worsen, particularly in areas of south-central Somalia where 

access is difficult and trade opportunities are limited.  According to the Food Security and 

Nutrition Analysis Unit, managed by the Food and Agriculture Organization, global acute 

malnutrition (GAM) rates in Xudur, Bakool region are very critical at 32.7 per cent. An 

alarming three-fold increase in severe acute malnutrition (SAM) between June (5.5 

percent) and July (19.1 per cent) was also observed.  In Bulo Burto, Hiraan region, GAM 

rates barely reduced from 25 percent in June to 24 percent in July. However, there was a 

significant improvement in SAM levels from 21 per cent in June to 7.7 per cent in July. This 

decrease was mainly attributed to ongoing humanitarian assistance. 

Across the country, 203,000 children remain acutely malnourished. The southern and 

central areas continue to 

have the highest 

malnutrition rates 

including Bakool, Banadir, 

Bay, Gedo, Hiraan, Lower 

Juba and Lower Shabelle. 

GAM levels among the 

internally displaced 

remain particularly critical.  

Assessments conducted 

in May and June 2015 

revealed critical levels of 

acute mal-nutrition among 

the displaced in Baidoa, 

Dhobley, Doolow, 

Gaalkacyo and Garowe. 

The Nutrition Cluster and 

the Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Cluster are conducting assessments to 

understand the underlying causes of these levels of malnutrition, so that the response can 

be better tailored to address the problem. 

Between January and July, across Somalia, Nutrition Cluster actors provided life-saving 

treatment to nearly 120,000 acutely malnourished children (30 per cent of the annual target 

of 400,000).  Timely treatment for malnourished children is imperative to stop the situation 

from getting worse.  

A hot meal centre in Mogadishu provides daily meals to the most 
vulnerable and food insecure people. Credit: WFP/Elfi Klabunde 
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BASELINE 

Population   
(UNFPA 2014) 

   12m 

GDP per capita 
(Somalia Human  
Development  
Report 2012) 

       $284 

% pop living on 
less than US$1 
per day 
(UNDP/World 
Bank 2002) 

               43% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 
2011) 

      51 years 

Under-five 
mortality  
(FSNAU 2015) 

 0.52/10,000 
/day 

Under-five 
global acute 
malnutrition rate 
(FSNAU 2015) 

         12% 

% population 
using improved 
drinking water 
sources  
(UNDP 2009) 

            30% 

 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead and co-lead organizations 

Education UNICEF 
SC-Alliance 

Food security FAO/WFP 

Health WHO 
Merlin 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
CAFDARO 

Protection  UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter/NFIs UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, sanitation 
& hygiene 

UNICEF 
      OXFAM 

 
 

 

El Niño could exacerbate humanitarian situation 

Anticipated El Niño could cause flooding in southern and central Somalia   

The El Niño phenomenon is looming over 

the Horn of Africa including Somalia, with 

heavy rainfall anticipated to start as early 

as mid-September. El Niño is characterized 

by prolonged warming of the Pacific Ocean 

surface, leading to heavier rainfall in most 

parts of the Greater Horn of Africa and 

elsewhere, while also leading to less 

rainfall in some areas. 

FAO has raised concerns about the 

potential impact of the anticipated El Niño. 

It could lead to riverine flooding along the 

Juba and Shabelle Rivers, and flash floods 

in central regions.  It could also exacerbate 

drought conditions in northern Somalia.  

The last El Niño events caused massive 

flooding and affected some 900,000 people 

in 1997/98 and over 440,000 people in 

2006/07. Humanitarian actors are 

preparing contingency plans and prepositioning stocks specifically for El Niño flooding, as 

decided by the Humanitarian Country Team in July, covering initially more than 600,000 

people.  Some donors have already pledged to make resources available for a 

humanitarian response. 

Conflict displaces civilians in south central 

Civilians caught in crossfire and suffering as a result of armed hostilities 

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and Somalia’s National Armed Forces 

(SNAF) launched military offensive ‘Operation 

Juba Corridor’ on 17 July, with parallel 

operations reportedly conducted by the Ethiopian 

National Defence Forces (ENDF) and the Kenya 

Defence Forces (KDF).  This affected areas in 

Bakool, Bay, Galgaduud, Gedo, Hiraan and 

Lower Shabelle regions, displacing close to 

20,000. The majority of the displaced have 

moved to safer places within the affected 

regions, whilst others have moved to areas in 

Lower Juba and Mogadishu. While some of the 

displaced join their relatives and blend in with 

host communities, others were forced to join 

settlements, notably in Baidoa, Elwak, Luuq and 

Mogadishu. Additional settlements have been 

established in Luuq, Gedo region to host new 

arrivals from Bakool.  Humanitarian partners are 

already responding to the needs in accessible 

areas, and initial assessments have been 

completed in Baidoa, Ceel Waaq and Luuq.  Findings indicate that the displaced, and 

Source: FAO-SWALIM 

Source: NSP and OCHA 

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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others in conflict-affected areas, are in urgent need of protection, food, clean water, shelter 

and household items, and medical care.  

Although humanitarian partners are re-focusing their efforts to respond to the needs of the 

displaced amidst funding constraints, protection of civilians and the ability to deliver timely 

assistance remains a key challenge. 

Allegations of harm against civilians as a consequence of the offensive, including deaths, 

injuries and other forms of violations, have been reported in areas in Bakool and Lower 

Shabelle regions. Humanitarian partners have stepped up advocacy efforts to mitigate 

civilian harm in accordance with international humanitarian law and other legal instruments. 

The military operations have further compounded humanitarian access challenges in areas 

in Bakool, Bay, Gedo, and Hiraan regions.  As with the 2014 offensives, non-state armed 

actors are reportedly staying within the vicinity of the areas that have come under the 

control of the pro-Government forces during the current operation. They remain near 

access roads, limiting movement of people and blocking trade routes.  As a result, 

humanitarians and commercial transporters have suspended movement within these areas 

including Waajid and Xudur in Bakool region due to security concerns. This is further 

exacerbating food insecurity and malnutrition due to disruptions in livelihoods of local 

communities. 

Tens of thousands flee from Yemen to Somalia  

Humanitarian actors provide assistance to people fleeing the crisis 

Approximately 28,500 people (20,600 Somalis and 2,750 Yemenis) have fled from Yemen 

since late March.  July was the month with the highest number of arrivals so far (close to 

10,000). 

As of late March, more than 220,000 Somalis lived in Yemen, including 104,000 registered 

refugees.  They are now returning to a country where challenges are not very different from 

those of Yemen, and the humanitarian situation remains extremely fragile. 

Reception centres have been established in the port cities of Berbera and Bossaso.    

Incoming Humanitarian Coordinator Peter de Clercq visited both centres on 4 to 6 August, 

and is leading efforts to further scale up the 

response. 

Humanitarian actors have worked with the 

authorities to register new arrivals and 

provide short-term shelter.  Food has been 

provided to more than 8,000 people.  

Electronic transfer cards are also being 

provided once people leave the centres, 

enabling them to purchase food and other 

items through the World Food Programme’s 

(WFP) retailers network across the country.  

Essential household goods are being 

delivered. Health screening is available at all 

centres, and medical care has been provided 

to more than 700 people, along with 

vaccination against polio or/and measles for 

more than 28,000 people.  More than 1,100 

children have been screened for malnutrition, 

of whom 31 received treatment.  Some 134 

unaccompanied or separated children were 

identified, of whom 42 were reunited with their families, and the rest were taken into care.  

Source: UNHCR 

Deaths, injuries and 

other forms of violations 

against civilians, have 

been reported in areas in 

Bakool and Lower 

Shabelle regions  

 

 

 

About 28,000 people 

have arrived in Somalia 

from Yemen. Between 

June and July, arrivals 

increased by 204 per 

cent  
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Psychosocial support, as well as awareness sessions on child protection and gender-

based violence, are offered at all locations. 

Humanitarian response as at mid-year 
Sustained funding is critical in keeping humanitarian activities going 

The mid-year monitoring review of the 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) outlines 

achievements by humanitarian organizations in meeting the objectives outlined in the Plan, 

and recommendations for the rest of the year. 

An estimated of 658,000 Somalis or over 23 per cent of the 2.8 million target beneficiaries 

were assisted and protected through various activities.  The number of people unable to 

meet their minimum food needs reduced to 731,000 from over 1 million six months ago, 

mainly as a result of  good rains and sustained humanitarian assistance.  Some 103,000 

children under age 5 have been treated for acute malnutrition, and acute malnutrition levels 

were lowered from 14.9 to 12 per cent.  An estimated 555,000 Somalis received basic 

health services while well-coordinated polio vaccination campaigns reached over 4 million 

people across the country — and no polio cases have been reported in the last 12 months, 

essentially meaning the outbreak has been contained and the country can be deemed 

polio-free if no more cases occur in the next two years.  Measles caseloads have reduced 

from 7,000 to 3,000.  Meanwhile, 421,000 people, or 31 per cent of people targeted, have 

been provided with temporary and/or sustainable access to safe water.   Some 89,000 

people have also gained access to sanitation facilities. More than 44,000 children have 

accessed education, while 15,600 people have been reached with protection activities.  An 

estimated 43,000 people were also provided with non-food items. 

Despite these achievements, various challenges remain.  Due to funding shortfall and 

limited or no access to certain areas, significant obstacles remain towards achieving key 

strategic objectives.  There are major gaps towards targets on protection and livelihoods.  

Malnutrition rates nationally are still alarming, especially in settlements for internally 

displaced people. Additionally, the percentage of people accessing safe drinking water is 

still short of the 35 per cent mid-year target.  However, not much can be said about a 

progress or decline in the overall number of people in ‘stressed’ food security situation 

before the results of the 2015 post-Gu assessment are released in late August.  Concerted 

efforts must be made to ensure that the necessary resources are raised and made available 

in a timely manner if the objectives are to be met. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funding received to date has enabled humanitarian actors to meet only part of the needs, 
and more is still required.  The Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) has so far 
been financed at US$ 283 million, or 33 per cent of the $ 863 million requested. Additionally, 
$ 124 million has been received for humanitarian activities outside the appeal. More funding 
is urgently required to keep critical humanitarian and protection services running. 

Funding shortfalls have 

left 1.5 million people 

without primary 

healthcare services, 

including 300,000 children 

under age 5 
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Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org, Tel. +254-734-800120 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

An estimated 658,000 

Somalis were asssitsed 

through various activities 
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