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Overview: situation and results 
 
Nutrition Crisis 
 To date, 526,7181 children across the Sahel have received  treatment for SAM in facilities supported by UNICEF 

(48% of target of 1.1 million). Scaling-up of Nutrition interventions in Niger, Chad, Nigeria and Burkina Faso 
has been underway since 2010-2011. In Cameroun, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal, the scaling-up of 
the nutrition response was initiated in 2012.  

 Data from May-August 20121 shows that overall cumulative SAM admissions across 8 of the 9 Sahel continues 
to climb as more children are able to have access to treatment. As expected with the peak of the lean season, 
SAM admissions increased with the exception of Chad (see Chad section for more details).  

 Three countries (Chad, Mauritania and Niger) have completed and validated their nutrition surveys results 
(supported by UNICEF), and the overall nutrition conditions of children 6 to 59 months have deteriorated from 
2011 to 2012 in the three countries. Nutrition survey data collection underway2 for Nigeria, Mali and Gambia. 
Senegal national results are forthcoming. 

 In Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger, many areas hosting refugees are also those most vulnerable to the food 
and nutrition crisis; the influx of refugees is and putting an additional strain on these communities.  
 

                                                 
1
 This does not include cumulative data for the year from Cameroon (see   Cameroun section for details) 

2
 Due to delays survey planning in we are looking at October timeframe for the results. 

Highlights  
Nutrition Crisis 

 Even though we are in the last stage of the lean season, and the worst of the crisis has been weathered due 
to the emergency response and government action, the impact on vulnerable households remains a key 
concern. More than 4 million children under five years old are at risk of acute malnutrition.  Of them, 1.1 
million children under five are at risk of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and in need of life-saving 
treatment. More than 526,000 have already been reached with therapeutic care for treatment of SAM. 

 
Mali Complex Emergency 

 The combination of drought, food insecurity and conflict has compelled more than 446,000 people to flee 
their homes, many of them are children. There are more than 174,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in 
Mali while upwards of 272,000 people have sought refuge in neighbouring countries.  

Emerging threats 

 Heavy rains causing flooding and inundation along the Niger and Benue Rivers have led to the displacement 
of thousands of people and many fatalities.  

 Both anomalous seasonal rainfall and northward position of the Inter-Tropical front has favored breeding 
conditions for desert locusts over the southern Mauritania-western Mali border, central Niger-eastern Mali, 
Chad, and east-central Sudan. The continuation of above-average rainfall during September could lead to 
locust outbreak across many regions. 

 The risk of cholera outbreaks is growing with the heavy rains and floods despite prevention actions in high 
risks spaces such as in Lake Chad Basin, against the backdrop of a poorly funded WASH sector, hindering 
capacities to respond 

 The risk of new cholera outbreaks is growing with the arrival of floods in the rainy season, against the 
backdrop of a poorly funded WASH sector, hindering capacities to respond 

Funding 

 Fundraising is progressing, but with a funding gap of 47% (USD 113,112,457) of the total needs for the 
integrated response to the nutrition, Mali and cholera crises.  
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Indicator Annual Target Achievement to date  

# and % targeted children 6-59 months with severe acute malnutrition admitted 
for therapeutic care 1,094,867 526,718

2
 

# and % of exits from therapeutic care by children 6 - 59 months who have recovered 821,240 271,688 

# and % of children 6 - 59 months with MAM admitted for therapeutic care 374,000 284,749 

Number of health centers offering SAM treatment  4,727 

 
Mali crisis 
 The number of people displaced by the conflict in northern Mali continues to increase, The 272,825 (261,624 

last month) refugees in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger3 are progressively moving into camp 
accommodations where humanitarian assistance can be more easily provided. There are an estimated 174,000 
IDPs in Mali.  

 UNICEF continues to respond to the needs of IDPs in Mali, and refugees/ host communities in Mauritania, 
Niger and Burkina Faso and returning nationals in Niger, in collaboration with UNHCR. The lack of a potable 
water, food and shelter, the prevention of epidemic diseases as well as ensuring a protective environment for 
vulnerable children and women continue to be the most pressing humanitarian needs.  

 As of September 1st, UNICEF has delivered supplies in northern Mali benefitting at least 141,000 people, 
covering medical and household water needs as well as education and child protection. 

 

Cholera 

 Sahel countries already affected by cholera outbreak include: Nigeria, Cameroon, Mali and Niger. Several new 
cases coming from Niger have been reported from week 34 in the North of Burkina Faso. Chad and the North 
of Cameroun are facing significant risk of cholera in 2012 with the onset of floods. The dynamic nature of 
these cross-border regions require intensive coordination and proactively in all the relevant countries, or the 
epidemic can be easily re-introduced into countries with weak containment and response actions.  

 No cholera cases have been reported to date in the refugee camps and sites hosting refugees from Mali 
throughout the country. To contain the epidemic, available water points are being treated and awareness 
campaigns being carried out using community volunteers and local leaders or radio stations. 

 

 
UNICEF response actions to date  
This is detailed in the nine Country Office specific SitReps released earlier this month.   

                                                 
2
 This does not include cumulative data for the year from Cameroon (see   Cameroun section for details) 

3
 http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation/regional.php, According to a statement by the Algerian government in March, at least 

30,000 more are in Algeria. 
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Country Highlights  
Burkina Faso 

 The total estimated annual caseload of children under 5 with severe acute malnutrition is 100,000 children 
in 2012. A cumulative total of 63,149 children have been treated between January and July 2012. UNICEF 
nutrition team succeeded in supporting the Ministry of Health/Nutrition Directorate to improve the 
reporting system that now provides, for the first time, admissions data on a monthly basis. In July 2012 
alone, monthly admissions for severe acute malnutrition amounted to 4,905 children admitted without 
complications and 624 children admitted with complications. 

 

Cameroon 

 Heavy rains in Week beginning August 20 have led to flooding of low lying areas in Northern region. About 
3,000 people in Maroua and approximately 7,000 in Garoua have taken shelter in schools, health centers 
and local host families. Access to far flung areas is difficult, compromising the response and data 
collection. UNICEF team in the field office and Yaounde are constantly in touch with local authorities led 
by Governor and Vigilance committee to provide support.  

 Since January 2012, 112 cholera cases and 3 deaths have been registered. UNICEF has assisted the 
Government in the development of WASH protocols for clinical and community management of cholera 
cases, and has participated in cross-border meetings (between Chad and Cameroon) to address these 
issues.  

 It has become evident that there are inaccuracies with nutrition data, as flagged in the July Sitrep. As a 
result, an audit by UNICEF Cameroon Nutrition Section supported by Regional Office was undertaken in 
four regions, including the North and Far North. The team has not been able to complete the audit due to 
the flooding situation. An overview of findings together with updated nutrition data will be provided in the 
next SitRep. Recommendations will be made to revise the national protocol and tools to address these 
issues going forward. 

 

Chad  
 For 2012, the annual caseload of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) across the Sahel Band was estimated at 

127,300 children under five years of age based on August 2011 nutrition survey results ; As of August 
2012, 85,937 cases of SAM have been admitted for treatment (67.5%). As the number of implementation 
sites and number of admissions continue to increase and GAM rate is 18.9% in June 2012 SMART survey 
across the Sahel belt, UNICEF estimates that the number of expected cases for treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition may exceed 2012 original.  

 Heavy rains provoked end of July / early August floods in Sila , Salamat, Lac and Mayo Kebi East. An 
estimated 10,000 people are affected and an evaluation mission is planned by the government under the 
direction of the office of the President with the support of UNICEF in N'Djamena and the flooded district 
led by the ministry of Urbanism. After the evaluation and mapping of the flooded areas we will be able to 
coordinate a holistic response.  

 

Gambia 
 The community screening of children has led to the identification and admission of 960 children to the 

management of SAM program. UNICEF is providing RUTF to the outpatient therapeutic program sites.  

 Cholera preparedness and response plan has been developed and shared with all partners. No case of 
cholera has been reported since January 2012  

 Preparations to conduct the first ever national nutrition survey with SMART methods are complete and 
training on data collection has begun on 28th August 2012. This survey will provide a comprehensive 
update of the situation of nutrition among children under five.  

 

Mali 
 In an attempt to bring stability to Mali a national unity government was announced on August 21, 2012. 

However the country remains divided after Islamists seized northern regions following the coup earlier 
this year.  
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 There are an estimated 174,000 internally displaced people in Mali. In Bamako 57% of IDPs are children 
and young teenagers (0-17 years old).  

 Cumulative results to date show that 41,503 children have been enrolled in URENAS4 for treatment of 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM), and 6,352 children in URENI for treatment of SAM with complications.  

 Now in the height of the lean season, the worst is yet to come for children in Mali. Estimates predict 
385,000 cases of moderate acute malnutrition and 175,000 cases of severe acute malnutrition in children 
under-five years old in Mali in 2012 with 87% of SAM cases expected in the south of Mali.  

 A cholera outbreak in Gao region has to date led to 159 cases and 12 deaths in three communities. To 
mount a preventative response to the cholera outbreak, and reduce the risk of cases spreading, UNICEF 
has distributed supplies to treat 2,000 cases of cholera, as well as WASH kits for prevention of diarrhoea at 
the household level.  

 

Mauritania 
 The SMART nutrition survey carried out nationwide by the Ministry of Health with UNICEF support in July 

2012 is being finalized. Preliminary results indicate that Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate is 12.1% and 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rate stands at 1.8% for children under five years of age. According to the 
survey, in July 74,630 children were affected by GAM of which 11,102 suffered from SAM. Actions are 
underway to scale up the response to the nutritional crisis with a package of multi-sectoral interventions.  

 From January to July, 6,250 children under five years of age  (about 50% of target caseload of 12,600) 
were admitted and treated within 291 MoH health facilities supported by UNICEF and partners (out of 
target of  488 health facilities). In addition, 929 refugee children suffering SAM were admitted to the 
inpatient and outpatient programmes in the M’Bera camp, supported by the Ministry of Health, UNICEF 
and MSF in coordination with UNHCR.  

 The early rains indicate the start of the much awaited rainy season with flooding reported in several 
regions worsening the situation of the most vulnerable communities and posing additional threats in 
terms of risks of cholera outbreaks and displacement. It is too early to see the impact on the food and 
nutritional situation.  

 

Niger 
 Further to heavy rainfalls amid an above-average rainy season, severe and extensive flooding is affecting 

over 525,000 persons in all regions of the country according to OCHA, including the capital city of Niamey. 
81 people are believed to have lost their lives due to floods. Emergency relief operations are ongoing.  

 On Week 32 (6 to 12 August 2012), admissions to therapeutic feeding centers reached unprecedented 
levels since the beginning of the year with  cumulative total of 215,768 children under-five admitted to 
therapeutic feeding centers for severe acute malnutrition (SAM), while another 272,018 have been 
receiving treatment for moderate acute malnutrition (MAM).  

 The second out of four rounds of cash distribution supported by UNICEF and implemented by CARE took 
place from 30 August to 2 September 2012 in four municipalities of Tahoua region, in the departments of 
llela and Bagaroua. This unconditional cash transfer programme targets 15,000 severely food-insecure 
families with children under the age of two and pregnant and lactating women. 

 Provisional figures from the national nutrition survey (with SMART methods) of July 2012 reveal a global 
acute malnutrition rate in children 6-59 months of 14.8 percent nationwide.  

 The cholera epidemic continues to spread: a cumulative total of 3530 cases and 75 deaths since the 
beginning of the year with a case fatality rate of 2.1 percent.  

 The deterioration of the security situation in northern Mali is resulting in a constant flow of refugees to 
Niger, the number of officially recorded refugees has now reached a total of 56,100 in refugee camps and 
other sites close to the Malian border.  

 As of 19 August 2012, 1,182,191 cases of malaria have been registered. With the rainy season at its peak, 
numbers may increase and might reach the 2010 level of more than 3 million cases. UNICEF has already 
supplied 1,400,000 of long lasting insecticide impregnated mosquito nets (LLIN); 600,000 are in stock and 
1,100,000 are in the pipeline.  

                                                 
4
 Unité de Récupération et d'Education Nutritionnelle Ambulatoire Sévère (URENAS) ; Unité de Récupération et d'Education 

Nutritionnelle Infirmerie 
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 The rainy season is now well underway and giving hope for good harvests in the coming months. Fresh 
grazing land for livestock is starting to alleviate food insecurity among herders and nomads. However, the 
excess of rainfalls is also a threat.  

 

Nigeria 
 A total of 21,370 new cases of children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) have been treated in July in 

the 378 Community Management of Acute Malnutrition sites. 112,738 children were already admitted 
into the treatment sites from January to July, and of these 104,057 are from the Sahelian States and 8681 
are from the three non-Sahelian states. 

 As at 3rd August 2012, a total of 934 suspected cases of Lassa fever with 147 laboratory-confirmed and 93 
deaths (CFR 9.97%) were reported from 24 States  

 Following torrential rains in the most part of the Country flooding has been reported in Birnin Kebbi Local 
Government Area of Kebbi State affecting 900 households with a population of 7,680 were displaced 
(Women: 2,175; Children: 4,380; Men: 1,125).  

 Assessment is currently underway following reported flood disaster in Adamawa State whereby 10 people 
were reported killed and an estimated 20,000 displaced following heavy rains and the release of water 
from a dam in neighboring Cameroon.  

 
Senegal 

 The National nutrition survey SMART has been completed to update the nutrition situation countrywide. 
MoH released preliminary results showing the deteriorating nutritional situation of children with 22,336 
severe cases estimated through SMART 2012 compared to 20,000 cases with SMART 2011.  

 The government has requested UNICEF and WFP to increase their financial and technical support to the 
emergency response plan.  

 

Funding and Resource mobilization 
Resource mobilisation is progressing, but is still well below total needs.  This is constraining planning and slowing 
our programme response. 

Country 
Updated HAU 2012 
requirements 

Total contribution 
Amount in US $ * 

Unmet 
requirements 

% Unfunded 

Burkina Faso 22,270,198 12,910,359 9,359,839 42 

Cameroon 13,183,970 4,657,451 8,526,519 65 

Chad 52,000,000 25,825,252 26,174,748 50 

Mali 58,169,330 18,947,355 39,221,975 67 

Mauritania 12,737,000 4,885,091 7,851,909 62 

Niger 39,675,281 35,478,895 4,196,386 11 

Nigeria 28,132,964 5,948,990 22,183,974 79 

Regional Office 5,259,005 3,824,386 1,434,619 27 

Senegal 6,825,560 3,279,197 3,546,363 52 

The Gambia 806,323 136,261 670,062 83 

Unallocated **   10,053,937 -10,053,937   

Grand Total 239,059,631 125,947,174 113,112,457 47 

* Total contributions as reported by UNICEF PARMO (Public Alliances and Resource Mobilization Office). In addition, RR 
funds and ORE (carry-over) funds mean that effective funding is higher. 
*** Approximately $5M of the unallocated will be used to repay EPF used for RUTF, remaining funds will be allocated to 
CO. 

 

 On average across Sahel, 53% of needs are funded (about 126 MUSD received against 239 MUSD needed), 
but the variance between countries is significant. 

 Mali is the country requesting the most funds (58,1 MUSD), and has received only 33% of requested funds.  

 The least funded country, also requesting the least funding, is The Gambia (83% of unfunded needs), The 
Gambia only entered the HAU in June.  

 Main gaps are outside child survival sectors (Nutrition, Health and WASH) so there is a need for more 
flexible funding.  
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For more information, please contact: 

Manuel Fontaine  
Regional Director a.i.  
UNICEF WCARO  
Tel: + 221 33 869 76 55 
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org  

Grant Leaity  
Regional Chief of Emergency  
UNICEF WCARO  
Tel: +221 33 869 5852 
Mobile: +221 77 569 1923 
E-mail: gleaity@unicef.org  

Martin Dawes  
Regional Chief of Communication  
UNICEF WCARO  
Tel: +221 33 869 5842 
Mobile: +221 775 69 19 26 
Email: mdawes@unicef.org 
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