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Foreword from the
Regional Director 

Welcome to the October edition of IOM, the UN Migration Agency, Bulletin for the 
East and Horn of Africa. 

On 18 October, we published the second migration trends analysis for the East and 
Horn of Africa. The report, “A Region on the Move: Mid-year trends report - January 
to June 2018” provides an inclusive overview of current migration trends across the 
East and Horn of Africa region. The region witnessed significant internal and cross 
border displacement in the first half of 2018. Like in the previous years, conflict and 
insecurity were key drivers of forced movement. 

As the Ebola outbreak continues in the DRC, IOM is taking a regional approach 
to prevention and containment efforts, in partnership with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and relevant governments.

We continue to support the Government-led response to the Ebola outbreak in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo while at the same time, assessing and accelerating 
support in neighbouring countries. The DRC’s latest Ebola outbreak was declared 
on 1 August 2018, the tenth in 40 years.  We are keeping a watchful eye on Burundi, 
South Sudan, Rwanda and Uganda; all of which share land and water borders with the 
DRC’s most affected provinces of North Kivu and Ituri. 

Rwanda is a source, transit and, to a lesser extent, destination country for men, 
women, and children subjected to forced labour and sex trafficking.  We therefore 
commend the Government of Rwanda for passing its first-ever law relating to the 
“prevention, suppression and punishment of trafficking in persons and exploitation of 
others”. This makes the trafficking in persons a criminal offence.  IOM has continued 
to work closely with the government on counter-trafficking.

In South Sudan, IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) team, together with 
partners, concluded a biometric registration exercise in mid-October 2018 which 
registered 32,113 displaced people living in Juba’s two protection of civilian (PoC) 
sites. Biometric registration provides for a more accurate picture of the population 
living in a special displacement zone and enables agencies to plan assistance in a more 
targeted and accountable way. 

We thank our partners and governments across the region for their valuable efforts 
and partnership with us in providing development and humanitarian assistance in the 
region.  

"We commend the Government of Rwanda for passing its first-ever 
law relating to the “prevention, suppression and punishment of 
trafficking in persons and exploitation of others".

Jeffrey Labovitz
IOM Regional Office for East and Horn of Africa
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On 18 October, IOM released its second migration trends analysis for the East and Horn 
of Africa, “A Region on the Move: Mid-year trends report - January to June 2018.” The 
report provides an inclusive overview of current migration trends across the East and 
Horn of Africa region. 

The first half of 2018 witnessed significant internal and cross-border displacement. Like 
in the previous years, conflict and insecurity were key drivers of forced movement. In 
Ethiopia, some 970,000 people were internally displaced between April and July 2018 as a 
result of inter-communal violence in the Gedeo and West Guji zones. Ongoing insecurity 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – particularly in the eastern and central parts 
of the country worsened, leading to tens of thousands of new refugee and asylum seeker 
arrivals to neighbouring countries in the first five months of 2018.

In Somalia and South Sudan, displacement remained complex and protracted. In Somalia, 
more than 20 years of conflict and cyclical droughts have contributed to significant 
internal and cross-border displacement. In June 2018, IDP numbers stood at 2.6 million, 
while Somali refugees and asylum seekers reached more than 1 million, marking a 30 per 
cent increase when compared to 2017. It was no different in South Sudan, which has 
entered its fifth year of civil strife. Refugees and asylum seekers numbered over 2.4 million 
in June 2018, which is close to the number recorded six months earlier but marks a 27 
per cent increase from June 2017. Still, internal displacement remains high, with estimates 
placing the number of IDPs at 1.8 million. 

Torrential rains in April and May led to major flooding in southern and central Somalia, 
impacting more than 830,000 people, of which 300,000 were temporarily displaced. 
Cyclone Sagar also hit Somaliland and Puntland regions of Somalia in May, bringing 
additional rain and heavy winds, which affected nearly 168,000 and 60,800 in Somaliland 
and Puntland, respectively. 

In Kenya, nearly 800,000 people were affected by rains and floods between April and 
May. An estimated 300,000 people were displaced, many of whom began to return home 
by early June. In the same period, flash floods struck the western and southern parts of 
Burundi, completely destroying some 1,600 houses and damaging another 2,000. this left 
nearly 4,000 households displaced and vulnerable.

In Rwanda, heavy rainfall in May 2018 led to landslides and flooding in the western 
and northern parts of the country. This resulted in 250 deaths, the displacement of 
approximately 50,000 people, the destruction of 10,000 homes and 6,000 hectares of 
crops, as well as severe infrastructure damage.

A region on the move – migration trends 
analysis for Jan – June 2018 published 
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IOMs Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) team 
in South Sudan concluded a biometric registration 
exercise in mid-October 2018. In coordination with 
partners, IOM registered a total of 32,113 displaced 
people living in Juba’s two protection of civilian (PoC) 
sites. 

Biometric registration which is a widespread in South 
Sudan, allows for a more accurate picture of the 
population living in a displacement site and enables 
agencies to plan assistance in a more targeted and 
accountable way. IOM’s biometric registration 
database in South Sudan includes over 700,000 
people. The Organization is working jointly with 
the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to further 
expand the use of biometric data to avoid duplication 
of assistance and to ensure that those receiving aid are 
indeed the intended beneficiaries.

The new Juba PoC registration numbers show a 
significant drop (18%) from earlier figures when 
compared to previous registration exercise, conducted 
in October 2016. Almost half of the decrease is due to 
a recent relocation of 3,379 people conducted from 
Juba PoC 3 site to a temporary site called Mangateen 
following intercommunal tensions. The registration 
data indicated that more than 3,600 individuals left the 
PoC sites for unknown destinations. 

The two PoC sites in Juba, namely PoC 1 and 3, host 
nearly 32,000 people. Fifty-five per cent of the overall 
population are children and youth under the age of 
18. Fifty-two per cent of the population are men and 
boys, whereas 48 per cent are women and girls. 

IOM began the exercise in early September with a two-
day temporary registration (T-REG), which enabled 
the Organization to quickly account for the people 
residing in the sites. Through fingerprint registration, 
IOM created a database of those who could take part 
in the full registration exercise conducted between 
14 September and 16 October 2018. The use of 
T-REG for the initial stage of biometric registration is 
a new methodology and a marked improvement over 
previous uses of ink and tokens.

IOM is working with partners to prepare a detailed 
report analyzing trends in displacement at the Juba 
PoC sites in comparison to findings from the 2016 
and 2018 registration exercises. The report will also 
draw on findings of a complementary protection 
assessment undertaken by protection partners during 
the biometric registration exercise and is expected to 
be available before the end of the year.   

As of July 2018, OCHA reported that there were 
approximately 1.8 million people displaced in South 
Sudan. IOM continues to coordinate with relief 
partners to provide multi-sector humanitarian 
assistance to displaced and conflict-affected people 
across the country.

Biometric registration of IDPs enhances accountability 
in humanitarian aid in Juba, South Sudan



IOM supports Ebola prevention measures across East 
Africa, shores up response in DR Congo
IOM continues to support the Government-led 
response to the Ebola outbreak in DRC as well as 
assessing and accelerating support in neighbouring 
countries. On 1 August, the tenth Ebola outbreak in 
40 years was declared in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC). 

The affected provinces of North Kivu and Ituri in DRC 
share land and water borders with Burundi, South 
Sudan, Rwanda and Uganda. These borders are areas 
of high population mobility with people frequently 
crossing back and forth between each country. As 
of March 2018, 735,000 Congolese refugees reside 
in sub-Saharan Africa, according to the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR). 

IOM is taking a regional approach to its Ebola 
prevention and containment efforts, in partnership 
with the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
relevant governments.

IOM’s response to the ongoing Ebola outbreak 
focuses on mobility and border management (DRC, 
Uganda, South Sudan and Burundi); data gathering, 
risk mapping and sharing (DRC, Uganda, South Sudan); 
health surveillance at points of entry (DRC and South 
Sudan); elaboration of standard operating procedures, 
manuals, curricula and contingency plans (DRC and 
Burundi); and support to cross-border coordination 
(DRC, Uganda and Burundi).

In early October, IOM joined partners and delegates 
from the DRC and the East African Community (EAC) 
Partner States to develop a common regional strategy 
to enhance cross-border surveillance, emergency 
preparedness and response to epidemics. As a result, 
delegates prepared a new framework for monitoring 
and evaluating national action plans for cross-border 
disease surveillance.

In Burundi, IOM participates in the National Ebola 
Task Force by providing technical support to the 
Government of Burundi and revising national 
contingency plans related to the outbreak. IOM is 
also implementing a health and humanitarian border 
management project between Burundi and DRC that 
will involve training health officials, provision of basic 
health surveillance equipment and development of 
joint standard operating procedures. 

In South Sudan, IOM has deployed teams, comprising 
of health, displacement tracking and water, sanitation 
and hygiene experts, to its borders with DRC and 
Uganda. They have set up four health screening points 
- Okaba, Kaya and two in Yei – and are planning to 
establish an addition four screening points as part of 
the prevention measures underway in the country.

Since beginning operations in South Sudan on 18 
September, IOM has screened 5,063 people, of whom 
there are no suspected or confirmed cases. IOM has 
initiated the Displacement Tracking Matrix’s (DTM) 
flow monitoring component at screening points 
to inform on the general migration trends such as 
number of people crossing the border at these points 
and departure and destination locations. IOM is 
also supporting efforts to share messaging on Ebola 
prevention and detection with communities along the 
border. 

The United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) funds IOM’s Ebola 
preparedness efforts in South Sudan. In Uganda, 
IOM trained 45 immigration, district authorities and 
Office of the Prime Minister officials on HBMM. IOM 
is conducting a 21-day-long surveillance on refugees 
confirmed for resettlement as well as establishing ten 
flow monitoring points on key border zones that will 
provide crucial information on cross-border mobility.

IOM will continue to provide support to concerned 
countries in responding to the outbreak and in 
reinforcing preparedness to prevent and mitigate 
public health emergencies of international concern.
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Kenya hosts AU Horn of 
Africa Initiative meeting 
on trafficking in persons 
and smuggling of migrants 
On 1st October, the Government of Kenya hosted 
the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Working Group 
of Law Enforcement Agencies of the African Union 
Horn of Africa Initiative (AU-HOAI) on Trafficking 
in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants. Other 
participating AU Member States included Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Libya, South Sudan, Sudan and Tunisia. The 
meeting was also attended by the AU Commission; 
IOM, the UN Migration Agency; and UNHCR, the UN 
Refugee Agency, which form the Initiatives Secretariat. 
Representatives from INTERPOL, which serves as a 
technical partner to the Initiative, were also present.

The Technical Working Group deliberated on a resource 
gap analysis undertaken on the working group’s Five-
Year Plan of Action and the operationalization of the 
Regional Operations Centre in Khartoum (ROCK). 
It also looked at a draft communication and visibility 
strategy and a proposal to undertake a study on the 
characteristics, flows and trends of human trafficking 
and migrant smuggling.  

The agreed recommendations of the Technical 
Working Group, the draft strategy and the proposed 
study will be presented at the upcoming AU senior 
officials meeting in Cairo, Egypt on 24 October.

The Technical Working Group Meeting was followed 
by a second-round capacity building training of 
law enforcement agencies on counter trafficking 
and migrant smuggling from 2 to 5 October in 
Nairobi. The training focused on the protection of 
migrants in vulnerable situations, enhancing cross-
border cooperation in combating human trafficking, 
protection of victims and prosecution of perpetrators.

Community Action Plans 
launched in Jubbaland 
State, Somalia
IOM, in partnership with the Jubbaland State launched 
the Afmadow Community Action Plan (CAP) in 
Afmadow, Somalia, on 29 September. A similar event 
was held in Garbaharey a day earlier. 

The CAP results from inclusive consultations between 
various socio-economic groups, including internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, women, youth, 
and host community members. It lays the foundation 
for governance, cohesion, durable solutions and 
peace. The Community Action Plan will be reviewed 
quarterly and upgraded accordingly. The community 
action plans outline an inclusive common vision 
and prioritize projects for peaceful coexistence and 
sustainable development. 

It is part of the Midnimo (a Somali word for “unity”) 
project, led by the Federal Government of Somalia 
and implemented jointly by IOM and UN Habitat with 
funding from the UN Peacebuilding Fund and the UN 
Trust Fund for Human Security, 

Both events, in Afmadow and Garbaharey, were led by 
the Ministry of Interior and community leaders, and 
attended by government representatives, including 
from the Governor’s office and Jubbaland Refugee 
and Internally Displaced Person's Agency. In addition, 
representatives from the diaspora and local and 
international NGOs, including Norwegian Church 
Aid, American Refugee Committee, Gedo Women 
Development Organization, among others, were 
present. 

Authorities applauded the Midnimo partners for 
facilitating the community-based planning approach 
and urged all actors to use the action to guide their 
interventions and fundraising efforts in coordination 
with local authorities.

In Garbaharey, IOM will support four projects 
identified in the CAP, namely, the construction of the 
airport terminal hall, a health centre, meat market, and 
extension of Gogol Primary School.

The launch resulted in various pledges to support 
other community projects. The World Food 
Programme and UNICEF, through the Gedo Women 
Development Organization, will manage the proposed 
health centre in Garbaharey.
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In October, IOM donated furniture to three Early Warning System Centres (EWSCs) being established at 
three major Police stations in the capital Kampala. The Early Warning System is meant to support the police 
detect early signs of violent crime and radicalization and consequently take pre-emptive measures.

The items which included tables, shelves, and executive chairs for specific units in the Police stations of Old 
Kampala, Kawempe and Kabalagala were procured under the Strengthening Social Cohesion and Stability in 
Slum Population (SSCoS) project, which is fully funded by the European Union. Earlier in May, under the same 
project component, IOM donated mobile phones, computers and accessories to the police. 

As part of the EWSC, the SSCoS project is supporting the police to set up a toll-free phone system for the 
community to report cases of radicalization or extremism.

Over the last one year, the SSCoS project has supported training for Counter Terrorism and Community 
Policing Officers in understanding and detecting radicalization, and in human rights-sensitive approaches to 
policing. Police officers have also held relationship-building town hall meetings within the four city slum areas 
where the project is being implemented. 

EU slums project supports Uganda Police to create 
early warning system

Ilhan Omar: From refugee to the 
first ever Somali American in the US 
Congress
Ilhan Omar, 37, was a refugee after fleeing civil war in her home country of 
Somalia when she was only eight. She spent nearly four years in Dadaab, a 
sprawiling refugee camp in Kenya’s northern region, before resettled to the US.  

On 7 November 2017 Omar was elected to the US Congress, becoming the 
first Somalia American to do so. Her election follows 2 years in the Minnesota 
House of Representatives. Omar’s story may inspire hope and change 
perceptions about the situation of refugees across the globe.
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IOM, Penda Manufacturing PLC Partnership to 
Reduce Paper Waste and Create Employment for 
Female Returnees
IOM has entered into an agreement with Penda Manufacturing PLC, a paper recycling company in Addis Ababa, 
to provide economic reintegration to 25 Ethiopian women returning from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). 

The partnership will help reduce paper waste at the IOM offices and also provide employment to Ethiopians 
returning from KSA. The returnees will now be running Penda Manufacturing’s latest initiative, namely, mobile 
paper waste deposit sites where members of the community can deposit waste paper and earn payment per 
deposited kilo. 

IOM recognizes the need to step up efforts to ensure that its activities remain environmentally sustainable. The 
Organization has been engaging in research, policy and advocacy efforts, and operational activities in the area 
of migration, environment and climate change since the 1990s, seeking to bring environmental migration to the 
heart of international, regional and national concerns in collaboration with its Member States, observers and 
partners. 

On 29 March 2017, the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) decreed that all migrants irregularly 
residing in the kingdom should either legalize their status or voluntarily leave the country within an established 
amnesty period. 

The Government of Ethiopia estimated that 500,000 Ethiopians were likely to be affected by the decree. Since 
the final extension of the period of grace, which ended in November 2017, monthly deportees to Ethiopia 
average 10,000, and an estimated 200,000 Ethiopians have returned from KSA. The majority of these returnees 
come back to Ethiopia empty-handed and in great need of reintegration into their communities of origin. 

In addition to providing post-arrival assistance, IOM provides economical reintegration to vulnerable migrant 
returnees through the provision of livelihood support. Nevertheless, reintegration needs of a significant number 
of vulnerable returnees remain unmet. Through the partnership with Penda, IOM has taken a new livelihood 
support approach, which it hopes to replicate in the future by working with other UN Organizations and 
partners.

https://news.globallandscapesforum.org/viewpoint/migration-environment-and-climate-change-whats-new-
and-whats-true/
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For More Information Contact:  Kenneth Odiwour| 
Regional Communication and Public Information Officer | IOM Regional Office for East and Horn of Africa. 

Tel: +254 722 560 363 | Address: Sri Aurobindo Avenue, Off Mzima Spring Road, Lavington | 
P.O Box 55040 - 00200, Nairobi | Email: RONairobiPIU@iom.int 

IOM commends Rwanda for its first-ever law 
criminalizing trafficking in persons
On September 24, the Government of Rwanda passed its first-ever law relating to the “prevention, suppression 
and punishment of trafficking in persons and exploitation of others”, which makes trafficking in persons a criminal 
offence. In terms of the new law, perpetrators are liable to prison sentences of between 10 and 25 years.

Rwanda is a source, transit and, to a lesser extent, destination country for men, women, and children subjected 
to forced labour and sex trafficking. The primary destinations for trafficked Rwandan victims include Uganda, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the United Republic of Tanzania and Burundi. Other destinations such as 
Ethiopia, Zambia, South Africa, the United Arab Emirates, Malaysia, China, the United States, and Europe have 
also been recorded.

IOM has continued to work closely with the government on counter-trafficking including providing guidance and 
recommendations on the new law. IOM, in close collaboration with UNICEF and UN Women, is implementing a 
two-year project funded by USAID, to improve knowledge, enforcement strategies and coordination of counter-
trafficking efforts. The joint project increases the capacities of relevant stakeholders to develop and implement 
effective, evidence-based counter-trafficking policies, regulations and legislation, and to better identify trafficked 
persons, investigate trafficking cases, and to prosecute trafficking offenders. 

Under this project, an awareness raising campaign against human trafficking was organized for school leaders 
and counsellors from secondary schools in Kigali City between 25 and 28 September 2018. School heads and 
counsellors are opinion leaders and can therefore help to detect any form of human trafficking in a timely 
manner. More than 150 head teachers were provided with information on key concepts of human trafficking 
that target children and youth. 


