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Calculation of IDPs does not include recent displacements from Geidam and Yunusari Local Government Areas. Government estimates that about 54,000 IDPs from the two LGAs are still 
in the places of displacement across 11 LGAs in Yobe while an estimated 126,000 individuals have returned. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Restoration of telecommunication services encourages more populations to return to Geidam and Yunusari Local 
Government Areas (LGAs) nine weeks after displacement by non-state armed group (NSAG) attacks. 

• LGA coordination mechanisms rolled out across five LGAs to improve quality of services and ensure local 
leadership/ownership of response.  

• Over 160,000 people reached with vital food and nutrition supplies in Geidam and Yunusari LGAs. 

• Over 700 farming households reached with agricultural inputs and supplies for rainy season cultivation in Damaturu 
and Potiskum LGAs. 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
Returns to Geidam and Yunusari LGAs 
 
Some internally displaced persons (IDPs) who are among the 54,000 in displacement sites and host communities nine 
weeks after fleeing Geidam and Yunusari LGAs have started returning home, according to the State Emergency 
Management Agency (SEMA). The restoration of mobile telecommunication services in the two LGAs is the major 
motivation, as the IDPs had earlier indicated that the lack of access to timely security information due to damaged 
telecommunications infrastructure was a factor discouraging their return. Some 126,000 IDPs had returned in previous 
weeks, and with reports of relative stability of security and gradual resumption of markets, more returns can be expected 
over the coming weeks, especially as wet season farming activities commence. However, livelihood opportunities are 
scanty, and as a security precaution returnees are unable to farm outside a 1 kilometer radius from their homes, which will 
affect quantity of harvest. OCHA continues to engage with government and partners for the scale-up of multi-sectoral 
assistance, particularly food, non-food items (NFIs) and protection services, for populations still in displacement sites and 
host communities and those who have returned to Geidam and Yunusari LGAs.  
 
Agricultural support in Damaturu and Potiskum LGAs 

Food security and livelihoods sector partners are ramping up agricultural support, including the distribution of seeds and 
tools to enable vulnerable households across the state to take advantage of the wet season to cultivate food crops. Some 
700 farming households across Damaturu and Potiskum LGAs received seeds and farming tools this week as part of 
ongoing support that will be extended to other locations over the coming weeks and months. Also in Potsikum, partners led 
by Mercy Corps completed rehabilitation of classrooms and also delivered chairs, tables and water points across schools 
to promote a conducive learning environment and ensure activities are not disrupted during the rainy season, which typically 
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records low class attendance. This was done through an EU-funded project on “building resilience in complex crisis”. 
Vulnerable women and youth are also receiving livelihood assistance to encourage income-generating activities and self-
reliance as part of the programme.  
 
Rollout of LGA coordination mechanisms  

LGA coordination mechanisms were rolled out this week across Damaturu, Potiskum, Jakuso, Nangere and Bade as part 
of efforts to improve quality of assistance and services to affected populations and ensure greater involvement and 
ownership of the response by local authorities. The approach will also promote greater accountability and involvement of 
affected populations/local communities in the formulation of policies and monitoring of services to ensure effectiveness. 
Feedback from the maiden meetings indicate positive reception by all stakeholders, with critical issues of security and 
access to farmlands during the rainy season being top on the agenda. OCHA had in recent weeks intensified engagements 
with local authorities and IDP and community leaders to enable a seamless rollout which will continue in the coming weeks.  
 
Gaps 

Ongoing insecurity and attacks over the past months that have damaged or destroyed critical infrastructure (particularly 
health facilities) are impacting efforts to scale-up critical services. This includes risk mitigation/preparedness activities for 
COVID-19 and acute watery diarrhea/cholera, especially as the ongoing rainy season has increased the risks of water-
borne disease outbreaks. Geidam, Yunusari and Gujba are among the areas worst affected. Farming activities, which are 
critical to mitigate impacts of alarming food insecurity during the lean season, are also impacted ongoing insecurity. Partners 
are working with government to explore measures such as the use of Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) to delivery vital 
supplies across the affected communities.  
   

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

  Early Recovery 

Response: 

• Mercy Corps distributed catering equipment, including utensils, refrigerators and gas cookers among others, to 
beneficiaries of skills acquisition programmes across Damaturu and Potiskum LGA this week as part of a stabilization 
and resilience-building programme targeting some 29,000 households.  

 

  Education 

Needs: 

• There are growing concerns for thousands of children among displaced populations from Geidam and Yunusari LGAs 
whose education has been disrupted. With most parents are unable to provide for families and there are fears that 
children could be subjected to negative coping mechanisms and abuse such as begging and street hawking.  

 

Response: 

• Save the Children International is stockpiling vital education supplies which will be handed over to the state universal 
basic education board (SUBEB) to support the “education in emergency” response.  
 

  Food Security 

Response: 

• COOPI provided food assistance (in kind and cash-based transfer) to over 160,000 people in Geidam LGA. Nutrition 
assistance, including the blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP), also reached some 7,802 under-2 
children and 12,623 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) in the LGA. In Kanamma town of Yunusari LGA, a WFP 
implementing partner, Taimako Community Development Initiative (TCDI), supported 15,803 people with critical food 
and nutrition supplies and services including BSFP to 8,319 of the most vulnerable children and women.   
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  Health 

Needs: 

• Ongoing insecurity continues to impact the COVID-19 response, including contact tracing, active case search, and 
community sensitization in high-risk LGAs such as Gujba, Yunusari and Geidam. The State Ministry of Health (SMoH) 
reported shortages of reagent in the molecular laboratory, interrupting COVID-19 testing services in the state. Efforts 
are underway to address the situation.  

 
Response: 

• The Yobe State Primary Health Care Management Board (SPHCMB), with support of sector partners, continues to administer the 
second dose of COVID-19 vaccinations across all 17 LGAs. This has now covered over 70 per cent of people who received the first 
dose, according to SMoH.  

• SPHCMB, in collaboration with WHO hard-to-reach (HTR) teams and UNICEF, conducted mass community sensitization activities, 
reaching some 3,804 people with COVID-19 prevention messages during the week. 

 

  Protection 

Response: 

• Mercy Corps conducted training for some 45 members of the “Protection Master Trainers” program as part of efforts to 
strengthen protection services, including monitoring and sensitization on several key issues, such as gender-based 
violence (GBV) across return areas in Damaturu and Potiskum LGAs.  

 

Child Protection Sub-Working Group: 

Response: 

• The sub-sector is planning to establish child protection units at LGA-level to strengthen referral for case management. 
Identification and reunification of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) displaced from Geidam and Kanama 
is ongoing.  

• Sub-sector partners this week reactivated the psychosocial support centers in Damaturu, Potiskum, Yunusari and 
Geidam LGAs to follow up on cases and evolving issues.  

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Response: 

• Save the Children International delivered vital WASH and NFI kits to SEMA for distribution to affected populations, 
including IDP returnees in Geidam and Yunusari LGAs.  

• Mercy Corps completed the rehabilitation of solar powered submersible boreholes in Damboa Primary School in 
Potiskum LGA to ensure pupils have access to potable water, including in school toilet facilities which will reduce 
incidences of open defecation.  

  Funding Overview 

Out of the $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $272 million is required for Yobe 
State. 

 
 
 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Esty Sutyoko, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Nigeria    sutyoko@un.org   +234 903 781 0095 
David Lubari Lominyo, Head of Sub Office, OCHA Yobe State   lubari@un.org  +234 703 175 8922 

Abiodun Banire, HAO/Reports Officer                                                                   abiodunb@un.org                     +234 703 171 8735 
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Sign up to our mailing list: bit.ly/NigeriaUpdates 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/nigeria; reports.unocha.org/en/country/nigeria; 
www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria 

http://bit.ly/NigeriaUpdates
http://www.unocha.org/
http://reports.unocha.org/en/country/nigeria
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria

