
 
 

 
Situation Report 11 – BOLIVIA – Floods - 22 FEBRUARY 2008 

 
 
This situation report is based on information received from the Office of the Resident Coordinator, UN Agencies, 
the Bolivian Government, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in Bolivia and OCHA Regional Office in 
Panama.  
  

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
1. A total of 94 municipalities have been declared 
in a state of emergency and national disaster in 
Bolivia. The situation in Santa Ana del Yacuma is 
critical. The small city is surrounded by water and 
people can only be evacuated by air. 
 
2. As a consequence of the natural disasters, prices 
of vegetables, chicken, meat, eggs and milk, among 
others, have increased by more than 100 percent. The 
Minister of Development Planning recognized that 
the emergency will have an economic impact and 
estimates a one percent decline in the GNP. 
 
3. The Bolivian Road Administrator (ABC) has 
assigned Bs. 200 million for the reconstruction of 
roads. Once the evaluation of damages is completed, 
the State will mobilize additional resources of 
financial entities. 
 
4.  On 22 February, the total number of affected 
families per Department is as follows: 
 

Department No. 
affected 
families 
February 

2008 

Total no. 
affected 
families 

since 
Nov 2007 

Total no. 
of 

attended 
families 

Food 
distributed 

(TM) 

Alert 
level 

La Paz 789 6.607 4.612 93,17 Red 
Cochabamba 268 9.605 19.438 450,00 Red 
Oruro 0 865 187 7,49 Orange 
Santa Cruz 12.658 19.818 3.708 170,31 Red 

Tarija 0 766 961 21,86 Yellow 
Chuquisaca 1.054 9.068 2.411 48,02 Red 
Potosí 647 5.653 1.942 38,84 Orange 
Beni 19.912 20.581 5.421 229,40 Red 
Pando 81 112 39 1,56 Red 
Total 35,409 73,075 38,719 1, 060,65   

 
5. The Ministry of Health and Sports reports that 
there have been 204 cases of dengue fever (in 
Cochabamba, Pando, Santa Cruz, Beni), six cases of 
hantavirus (in Tarija, Cochabamba, Santa Cruz), 22 
cases of leptospirosis (in Cochabamba, Beni, Santa 
Cruz, Chuquisac) and 1 case of hemorrhagic fever. 
 
Situation per Department 
 
Beni 
 
6. According to the Departmental Emergency 
Operations Centre (COE), muddy water covers 
almost 60% of Beni. In rural areas, there is still need 
for further assistance.  
 
7. The Joint Military Command for Natural 
Disasters and Floods informed that the water level in 
the city of Trinidad will continue declining. However, 
the biggest wave of water that threatened the city of 
Trinidad is now reaching Santa Ana del Yacuma. 
According to the Departmental Health Service, 
Trinidad is in high alert because of the large number 
of rats, snakes and other animals seeking dry places. 
To control any epidemic outbreak, a rat elimination 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 

• The disaster has affected around 73,000 families.  
•     New waves of water are expected in cities such as Santa Ana. 
•     President Morales announced structural measures to mitigate the effect of disasters each year.   
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campaign was undertaken by the Environmental 
Health Department’s mobile brigades with the 
support of the Armed Forces.  
 
8. Registers showed an increase in water levels in 
Santa Ana by 16 cm that has now climbed to 24 cm. 
due to this past week’s rains. As a result, the red alert 
level was declared for Santa Ana del Yacuma as a 
wave of water is could break the ring dyke.  
 
9. More downstream, the water is threatening the 
Municipality of Puerto Siles (province of Moxos), 
whose population could be flooded in two days.  
 
10. According to the Prefect of Beni, WFP is 
covering food provision for 11,056 families and some 
1,492 tons of food are needed to assist the remaining 
families (8,500). In response to a recent increase in 
the number of affected families in need of food 
assistance, WFP will increase its coverage to all 
camps in the cities of Trinidad and Santa Ana, adding 
approximately 4,000 families to its beneficiaries. 
 
11. During last week, WFP has distributed 138 MT 
of food to 2,075 families in the Municipalities of San 
Ignacio, San Javier, Trinidad, Puerto Siles and 
Exaltación.  The food was transported by truck, 
helicopter, one C-130 and boat.  WFP is 
prepositioning approximately some 21 MT of food to 
Santa Ana by boat, given that water levels are 
dramatically increasing and major evacuations are 
expected.  
 
12.  According to the Prefect, there are 2,254 km of 
impassable roads in the department of Beni, caused 
by the floods, representing 90% of its road network. 
Damage related to agriculture, cattle, farming, 
traditional crops and milk production is estimated to 
be as high as USD 179 million. 
 
13. In Trinidad, various affected families are 
refusing to leave their flooded homes. 
 
Santa Cruz 
14.  Since December 2007, the Departmental 
Health Service has carried out 11,384 consultations in 
the whole department through mobile health services, 
in health centers, sanitary posts, camps, shelters and 

provincial hospitals. The consultations have been for 
the following reasons:  
 
Total consultancies 11,384 100% 
Respiratory infections without 
pneumonia 

3,272 28.74% 

Skin diseases 2,037 17.89% 
Severe diarrhea without dehydration 909 7.98% 
Severe respiratory infection with 
pneumonia 

361 3.17% 

Conjunctivitis 251 2.20% 
Diseases transmitted by food 72 0.63% 
Psychological disorders 14 0.12% 
Malaria 9 0.08% 
Dengue 10 0.09% 
 
15. Activities carried out included: the fumigation 
of a camp in Los Troncos; health brigade dispatch to 
the municipality of El Puente on 24 February; 
conformation that mobile health brigades are at the 
disposal of authorities in different municipalities and 
provinces in the Department.  Different international 
humanitarian organizations carried out training, and 
sanitary education for the population and deployed 
health brigades.   
 
16. Medicines are directly distributed form the 
Departmental Health Service to the Provincial Health 
Management Networks for the use by health brigades 
located in the affected municipalities. 
 
17. Monitoring of disease is done on a weekly basis 
in the whole Department. There is  no epidemic 
outbreak. Regular vaccination of small children and 
women is taking place in the different camps. 
Domestic animals are being vaccinated against rabies. 
Fumigation is carried out to control transmission of 
dengue and malaria. Skin related diseases have 
increased. 
 
La Paz 
18. Roads continue to be obstructed in South 
Yungas Chulumani-La Asunta-Bolívar, as well as in 
North Yungas, in Caranavi, Teoponte, Guanay y 
Chima. The Beni river overflow in Ixiamas Province 
is affecting communities living around the river 
banks. In Mecapaca, the La Paz River has overflown 
resulting in floods in the communities in Avircarto 
Huayhuasi y El Palomar. Due to landslides, there has 
been a loss of crops and road platforms in Sapaqui 
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and Luribay. Droughts are affecting the southern 
areas of the highlands. 
 
Chuquisaca 
19. The Departmental Agricultural Service in 
Chuquisaca estimates agricultural damages in this 
Department at nearly USD 4 million. Main crops lost 
include potato, corn, wheat, peach and others. The 
majority of those crops are used generally for 
subsistence. Most losses have occurred in Oropeza 
and Sud Cinti, with a loss of almost 70% of the 
cultivated lands.  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSE  
 
20. President Evo Morales stated that, in 
coordination with institutions and authorities of Santa 
Cruz and Beni, structural solutions will be sought to 
avoid that the population be affected by natural 
disasters each year. President Morales formalized the 
proposed moving of the city of Trinidad to a higher 
zone. In addition, the President ordered the formation 
of a multi-institutional committee, which has 30 days 
to evaluate damages caused by the floods and present 
a report for the reconstruction phase in both 
departments. The Prefect of Beni announced that this 
department needs Bs. 43 million for the immediate 
assistance to 8,500 families. 
 
21. The Prefect of Cochabamba will start the 
reconstruction of the first 25 damaged houses and 
will allocate Bs. 700,000 for the reconstruction of 
100 houses. 
 
22. A contention and response team will realize 
preventive actions for dengue and leptospirosis in 
areas where outbreaks are possible in Santa Cruz, 
Cochabamba and Beni. 
 
INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
23. The UN Resident Coordinator a.i., along with 
the representatives of all UN agencies in Bolivia, 
visited the city of Trinidad. The mission included 
visits to the camps, meetings with all humanitarian 
actors and a flight over the city of Santa Ana. Local 
authorities recognized the key support of the UN 
agencies, not only in kind, but also in supporting 
coordination of the response activities; the 

Government also requested more assistance given the 
dimension of the disaster and expected new waves of 
water in other important cities such as Santa Ana. 
 
24. The WFP Sub-Regional Emergency Response 
Hub in Ecuador is sending a new cargo of 5 MT of 
High Energy Biscuits (HEB) to Bolivia to assist the 
victims, particularly children under 5 years and 
pregnant and lactating women. The cargo will arrive 
in Santa Cruz. A previous aircraft brought 11 MT of 
HEB to Trinidad, Beni, on 18 February. 
 
25. PAHO-WHO has been providing technical 
assistance to the Departmental Health Service of Beni 
in different areas, including:  
1 ) The organization for the prevention of epidemics, 
through coordination for the intervention in risk 
factors (COE, health), logistical support and 
administration to facilitate the response, investigation 
and control of breakouts, and adjustment of the 
epidemiological surveillance system to the 
emergency situation. 
2)  Safe water: control of water quality, distribution 
of safe water kits,  tanks to wash hands, and latrines. 
3) Environmental sanitation: collection of waste, 
latrine management, vector control and research on 
breakouts, actions related to health promotion and 
education, intervention in mental health and 
vaccination. 
4) Health activities: mobilization of medical brigades, 
distribution of medicines and other necessities, 
diagnosis, consultation, and establishment of a 
network of emergencies. 
 
26. To date, 8 health kits were delivered to the 
Ministry of Health and Sports and 2 to the 
Departmental Health Service. 
 
27. UNICEF distributed 500 plastic cans (20 litres 
each), 100 family tents and 800 personal hygiene kits 
to the department of Beni to assist the sheltered 
families. 
 
29. The BISA bank, ATB TV channel and the 
newspaper La Razon, together with UNICEF, are 
organizing a TV marathon (Teleton) to collect funds 
for the affected children.  
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For detailed information please contact: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Details 
Desk Officer (New York) 
 
 
 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
GCMS (Geneva) 

Ms. Heidi Kuttab  
 
 
 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
 

Office Tel: + 1 917 367-3365 
Office Fax: + 1 212 963-36 30 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Office Tel: + 41 22 917 1638 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 

 
OCHA Regional Office in 
Panama 
 
 

 
Mr. Max Bonnel/Douglas Reimer 

 
Office Tel: + 507 317 1748 - 49     
E-mail: bonnel@un.org 
 

Press Contact: (New York) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  
 
 
 
Ms. Christina Bennett 

Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org 
 
Office Tel: + 1 917 367 8059 
Office Fax: + 1 212 963 1312 
Email:  bennett1@un.org 
 

    (Geneva)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs 
 
 
 

Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 
Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org  


