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Calculation of IDPs does not include recent displacements from Geidam and Yunusari Local Government Areas. Government estimates that about 54,000 IDPs from the two LGAs are still 
in the places of displacement across 11 LGAs in Yobe while an estimated 126,000 individuals have returned. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• As part of a seasonal spike in cases during the rainy season, Yobe is experiencing an increase in the number of Acute 

Watery Diarrhea (AWD)/Cholera, with 137 cases reported, including 12 deaths. 
• The rising food insecurity situation, as well as growing case numbers of water and vector borne diseases, low levels of 

healthcare and access to it, as well as an unstable and insecure operating environment are making it increasingly 
difficult to meet needs in Yobe. Strengthened advocacy and frequent reporting of these issues is needed to ensure that 
identified needs, as well as accompanying gaps and constraints, are known and part of daily coordination and response 
measures and strategies.  

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 

Insecurity highlighted during visit from the Humanitarian Coordinator 

The Humanitarian Coordinator for Nigeria, the World Food Program (WFP) Regional Director for West Africa and the OCHA 
Head of Office visited Yobe on 4 August 2021 to understand the needs, gaps/constraints and required response measures. 
The mission met with Yobe state government leadership, local and humanitarian partners and visited affected people in 
Kukareta community. Partners highlighted that 2021 witnessed the rapid deterioration in the security situation in Geidam, 
Yunusari and remote areas along the border with Borno state. The attack in Geidam and Kanama towns in April 2021 
resulted in massive displacement of about 180,000 people. Although 80% of the displaced persons have returned to their 
homes, most still feel unsafe as the security situation remains volatile and unpredictable. Many households are still unable 
to access their farmlands and engage in other livelihood activities in rural areas due to security concerns. There were 6 
incidents of attacks and looting of health facilities recorded in 2021, impacting access to health care.  

Rising number of acute watery diarrhea (AWD)/cholera cases results in 12 deaths 

As the rainy season continues, Yobe state has seen a rise in the number of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) and cholera 
cases, reaching 137 cases including 12 deaths across nine LGAs. This is a significant increase from the 50 cumulative 
cases and 8 deaths reported last week. Of the total cases, 31 are still in admission while 91 cases have been discharged 
from health facilities. Humanitarian partners are still advocating with the state government to declare a cholera outbreak, in 
order to support resource mobilization to raise funds and scale-up the response to the significant seasonal increase of 
water-borne disease cases.  
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Risk of deterioration in the nutrition situation in Yobe  

Partners have expressed concern of the risk of deterioration of the nutrition situation in the state. In December 2020, the 
Nutrition and Food Security Surveillance in the north-east Nigeria Emergency Survey noted that the prevalence of global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) in Yobe was 12.3%, exceeding the 10% emergency threshold. The prevalence of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) was 1.6%. The prevalence of GAM was highest in Northern Yobe (15.8%) which is a critical phase 4, 
followed by Central Yobe (14.7%), in serious phase 3. The SAM rate in northern Yobe was 2.4% and Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) rate in northern Yobe was 13.4%. Nutrition partners indicate that cases are skewed towards MAM. A 
scale-up of food intervention may help address the current situation.  

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
  

  Early Recovery 

Response: 
• Another 1,029 beneficiaries (45 males and 984 females) were trained on income generating activities on micro 

enterprise management, group dynamics, financial management, record keeping, savings and investment, life skills 
and entrepreneurship. Some 12 government officials were trained on household economic analysis (HEA). These 
capacity-building activities will support efforts to strengthen livelihoods, which is very much needed by communities in 
the state. 

  Education 

Response: 
• SCI also distributed learning kits to an estimated 25,051 vulnerable in-school and out-of-school children in Damaturu, 

Potiskum and Gujba LGAs. It also supported the recruitment and training of 108 volunteer teachers in collaboration with 
SUBEB and the Ministry of Education (MoE). As more volunteer teachers are trained, the hope is that the number of 
out-of-school children will be significantly reduced. COVID-19 had negatively impacted in-person schooling for children 
as well the absence of adequate funding to ensure sustained education for children in the state.  

 Food Security 

Response: 
• SCI conducted unconditional cash transfers of 7,500NGN per beneficiary for a total of 9,215 beneficiaries and bi-

monthly conditional cash transfers of 19,000NGN to 2,505 households with out of school children in Damaturu, 
Potiskum and Gujba LGAs. It also engaged 498 youths for cash-for-work initiatives in Damturu LGA.  
 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs:  
• There are gaps in the availability of chlorine hygiene kits that include WASH Non-Food Items (NFIs). As the rainy 

season continues, resulting in flooding of some communities in the state, these kits are more needed than ever as part 
of cholera prevention efforts at household level.  

Response: 
• Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative, a local NGO, conducted house-to-house sensitization, covering 2,352 

households in Damaturu town.   
• The State Rural Water and Sanitation Agency (RUWASA) has reported that it has sufficient aqua-tabs and chlorine to 

cover all populations in need across Yobe State for the rainy season period. This is for the disinfection of water sources 
and contaminated areas for the prevention and control of AWD/cholera.   
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  Coordination 

• On 3 August 2021, the Gulani LGA coordination meeting was held in Bara, the local administrative headquarters. 
Partners reflected on the security environment, and the overall humanitarian situation and gaps. The LGA chair 
encouraged partners to continuously share updates on their response activities.  The chair highlighted 4 rural 
communities which urgently need humanitarian intervention due to increasing vulnerability across multiple areas. 
Partners noted that some of these remote communities are inaccessible due to security concerns.   
  

  Funding Overview 

Out of the $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $272 million is required for Yobe 
State. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign up to our mailing list: bit.ly/NigeriaUpdates 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/nigeria; reports.unocha.org/en/country/nigeria; 

For further information, please contact:  

Esty Sutyoko, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Nigeria    sutyoko@un.org   +234 903 781 0095 
David Lubari LOMINYO, Head of Sub Office, OCHA Yobe State   lubari@un.org  +234 703 175 8922 
Abiodun Banire, HAO/Reports Officer, OCHA Nigeria   abiodunb@un.org   +234 703 171 8753 
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