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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 28 February to 2 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 3 March. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 On 1 March, an estimated 12,000 people were evacuated from the Tunisia-Libya border to Egypt by 

air and sea. 
 A United Nations joint rapid assessment mission is currently in eastern Libya proceeding to Benghazi 

to assess humanitarian needs.  
 The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator has allocated some US$5 million from the Central 

Emergency Response Fund to kick-start emergency efforts to help people fleeing violence in Libya. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
In eastern Libya, reports were received of Government 
forces launching air attacks against opposition-held 
areas. The humanitarian impact of the attacks remains 
unclear. A United Nations joint rapid assessment 
mission, led by OCHA, is currently in eastern Libya 
proceeding to Benghazi to assess humanitarian needs.  
 
IOM reported that the situation on the Egypt-Libya 
border remains calm.  
 
A five-member United Nations Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination (UNDAC) team has arrived in Tunisia for 
deployment along the Libya border. 
 
Evacuation of third-country nationals remains a high 
priority. The UK has launched an operation to airlift 
Egyptian refugees stranded on the Libya-Tunisia border. 
The first flight departed from the UK on 2 March. The 
Government of Turkey is deploying a passenger ship and a frigate to evacuate 1,200 Egyptians from Tripoli 
to Alexandria. Canada will send a frigate to the Mediterranean Sea to assist efforts to evacuate its nationals 
from Libya. The Russian Foreign Ministry announced that it had evacuated 653 people from Libya, while 
China said that about 9,000 Chinese have arrived in China from Libya.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
 
While accurate statistics are still unavailable, Libya is estimated to host 1.5 million migrants. Embassy 
sources in Cairo confirmed that in addition to up to 1 million Egyptians working in Libya, the country also 
hosts around 80,000 Pakistanis, 59,000 Sudanese, 50,000 Bangladeshis, 26,000 Filipinos, 2,000 Nepalese, 
and other African and Asian migrant workers. 
 
Needs:  
Libya: IRIN has reported that some 2,500 Somali migrants in Tripoli are stranded.  
 
Tunisia: According to the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Tunisia, an estimated 7,000 Egyptians 
crossed the border from Libya to Tunisia on 1 March, as did about 200 Africans (most of whom are Malians), 
Bangladeshis and other nationalities. More than 24,000 people are now waiting for onward transfer at the 
border. Many of them are in the camps, including 1,000 Vietnamese. 
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Egypt: At the Egypt-Libya border, IOM reports that the situation remains under control, and that the Army is 
providing food and water to between 5,000 and 7,000 people still waiting to be processed. The need is to 
have them registered so they can depart for their final destination. 
 
Niger: IOM has been informed that another 4,000 migrants, mostly Nigerians, are stranded in and around 
the town of Misrata, Libya. Contacts inside Libya are reporting that many thousands of sub-Saharan Africans 
are preparing to move to Niger, partly as food prices rise as supplies run out. 
 
Response:  
Libya: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR) 
 
Tunisia: On 1 March, 40 flights and two boats evacuated 8,250 Egyptians from Tunisia to Egypt. IOM has 
evacuated more than 2,400 migrants by air and another 1,450 by sea. Of those people, 2,700 departed on 1 
March. Charter planes provided by the UK’s Department for International Development to IOM and UNHCR 
will allow the evacuation of up to 8,800 Egyptian migrants from Djerba in Tunisia to Cairo. The first flights will 
leave on 2 March. WFP Logistics is supporting IOM and the Egyptian Government in chartering a boat to 
transport displaced Egyptian migrant workers from Tunisia to Egypt. Egyptians represent the largest group of 
migrants who have entered Tunisia. 
 
UNICEF is sending a first wave of immediate relief supplies to initially assist up to 10,000 returnees and 
migrant workers in Tunisia and 25,000 people in Egypt. The supplies (over 160 metric tons) will be 
transported through chartered flights expected to reach the two neighbouring capitals in the next two days. 
The supplies include hygiene kits for 25,000 people, nutrition items for 20,000 children, and recreation and 
psychosocial relief items for over 35,000 children. These supplies will be used for an immediate response for 
future caseloads in neighbouring countries, and for the affected population inside Libya. 
 
A WHO emergency mission has been deployed to assess the epidemiological and medical situation at the 
Libya-Tunisia border.  
 
Around 5,500 people have received emergency aid from Islamic Relief upon reaching Tunisia. Aid items 
distributed include food packs, water, personal hygiene kits, nappies and wet wipes. 
 
A WFP Programme and Logistics mission is currently in Djerba and at the Libyan border. Preliminary 
findings indicate impressive food, water and shelter support provided by the local population and civic 
organizations. A joint FAO/WFP food security assessment is planned in Tunisia in the near future.  
 
To support UNHCR and IOM operations, UNICEF will provide latrines and showers on 2 March to help 
migrants and refugees along the Tunisian border. 
 
Egypt: IOM has helped 216 non-Egyptian migrants to return home, with another 370 due to leave shortly. 
These people include Bangladeshis, Ghanaians and Filipinos. In partnership with the Egyptian Red 
Crescent, UNICEF is now expanding the psychosocial support programme to the border area for women and 
children who might cross from Libya. If necessary, this will be expanded to include support for family tracing 
and reunification for unaccompanied children. 
 
Niger: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: NSTR 
 
Response: WFP has endorsed a regional operation for $38.7 million to assist people in Libya, Tunisia and 
Egypt over a period of three months. The two Immediate Response projects have been approved, totalling 
$700,000. An additional Immediate Response Emergency Operation for $500,000 to cover needs in eastern 
Libya was approved on 1 March. This puts the total WFP resources for immediate response to this crisis at 
$1.2 million to date. To address immediate needs, WFP has diverted a ship carrying 1,182 metric tons of 
wheat flour destined for a different operation to Benghazi. The ship is expected to reach Benghazi in the next 
two to three days. 
  
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
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 HEALTH 
 
Needs: NSTR 
 
Response: Islamic Relief’s emergency response team is on the ground in east Libya. It has delivered a 
convoy of medical supplies and food staples to Benghazi. The city will act as a regional hub for the 
distribution of medical supplies. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: NSTR 
 
Response: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
OCHA has deployed a five-person UNDAC team to support national authorities in Tunisia, and to support the 
Humanitarian Country Team with rapid needs assessment, information management and response 
coordination.  
 
OCHA Director John Ging is in Tunisia (Tunis and border area) to assess the humanitarian situation, and to 
liaise with the Government and the humanitarian community.  
 
UNICEF staff members have been deployed to the western and eastern borders of Libya (two in Egypt, four 
in Tunisia). They will assess refugees’ humanitarian needs and provide humanitarian assistance.  
 
The UNICEF Global Emergency Director is in Tunisia for a three-day visit to support relief operations in that 
country and within Libya.  
 
A WFP Logistics Coordinator for the North African region has been deployed to Cairo. Additional logistics 
and information management officers are preparing to deploy to Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. 
 
For details of InterAction member agencies and their current activities in response to the situation in Libya, 
visit: www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya 
 

V. Funding 
 
On 2 March, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ms. Valerie Amos, allocated some $5 million 
from the Central Emergency Response Fund to kick-start emergency efforts to help people fleeing violence 
in Libya. The funds will primarily go towards operations along the Tunisia-Libya border. This allocation will be 
counted against the regional Flash Appeal for Libya, which will be released to donors on Monday. 
 
On 1 March, IOM and UNHCR issued a joint appeal for funds and logistical assistance that would enable the 
evacuation of many tens of thousands of migrants stranded in Egypt, Tunisia, from inside Libya, and in 
several other countries. UNICEF will issue a funding appeal for $7.2 million. 
 
WFP has launched a three-month emergency appeal for $38.7 million to assist people fleeing violence in 
Libya. The WFP operation will provide food assistance to 2.7 million people in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya if 
there is safe humanitarian access. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 

http://www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya


OCHA Situation Report 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  http://ochaonline.un.org 

4 

 

 

VI. Contact 
 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 


