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I. THREE MONTHS IN REVIEW
WHAT HAS HAPPENED?

On 7 and 19 September, 2017 Mexico was struck by two earthquakes 
of 8.2 and 7.1 magnitude on the Richter scale, respectively. The 
main affected states were Oaxaca, Chiapas, Mexico City, Puebla 
and Morelos. An estimated 7 million children live in these 5 states.  

Three months after the earthquakes, most children living in the 
most affected municipalities in the five states have gradually 
returned to school and to their normal lives. 

UNICEF’s response plan during these three months focused on: 
1) protecting children from violence, exploitation and abuse in
shelters and public spaces of temporary refuge, as well as providing
safe spaces and psychosocial support; 2) promoting educational
continuity for children by advocating and supporting an early return
to school and prevention of school drop-out; and 3) ensuring access
to adequate hand-washing and sanitation facilities, as well as
hygiene supplies. These priorities were complemented one week
after the initial response with actions on breastfeeding promotion,
adolescent participation through U-report and advocacy initiatives on 
refocusing public financing for children affected by the earthquake.

For such purposes, UNICEF established alliances with key 
partners from government, civil society and the private sector to 
establish 34 child friendly spaces, benefiting 3,126 children; train 
353 teachers, who in turn will further train 5,296 teaching staff and 
171 child-friendly space facilitators with tools and strategies for 
psychosocial support; establish 100 temporary learning spaces 
with water and sanitation facilities for severely damaged schools; 
distribute 410 schools-in-a-box, benefiting 16,400 students; and 
distribute 20 early childhood development (ECD) kits, benefiting 
at least 800 children under 5 years of age. In addition, UNICEF 
distributed 2,400 hygiene kits, benefiting 2,400 families, and approximately 2,400 pregnant and lactating women were reached 
with messages on breastfeeding promotion in 600 shelters and aid collection points. Alongside the distribution of material and 
technical support, child and adolescent participation was also identified as an important part of the process, with 900 adolescents 
and youth participating in U-Report polls on identification of affected populations; general health and mental health issues; return to 
school; adolescent participation during the emergency; and information on what to do before and after an earthquake.

To date, the total value of funds raised by UNICEF amount to US$ 5,194,331.04, which surpassed the total initial ask of US$ 4.6 million.

These actions were implemented initially in 24 priority municipalities, identified after five rapid assessment missions of UNICEF 
staff to the affected areas in the first 24-72 hours following the earthquakes. An additional 10 municipalities were included in the 
plan, where UNICEF staff identified urgent needs of children and women in the said areas, after subsequent missions.

Three months later, UNICEF has developed an Early Recovery Plan to be implemented between January and June 2018. This plan 
includes actions on Education, Child Protection, Social Inclusion, Health and Nutrition, and WASH. Also, after several demands 
from the respective local governments, UNICEF´s action in the early recovery phase will expand to the State of Mexico and 
Guerrero, also affected by the earthquakes.

 Mexico City

Morelos

Puebla

Oaxaca

Chiapas
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In Tonalá, Chiapas, children in shelters received psychosocial
support to cope with the effects of the earthquake and 
subsequent  aftershocks.

MEXICO EARTHQUAKE 
 HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT

UNICEF    DECEMBER 20172



1 Evaluación de daños y análisis de necesidades. Reporte preliminar. Coordinación Nacional de Protección Civil. Ciudad de México. October 4, 2017. Information cut: 23:00 hrs.
2 Presidencia. 7 November 2017.
3 Animal Político. Tarea inconclusa: Nuño deja pendiente la reconstrucción de escuelas para irse con Meade. 7 December 2017. http://www.animalpolitico.com/2017/12/escuelas-meade-reconstruc-

cion-nuno/ Accessed: 13 December 2017.
4 Sin embargo. ¿Te has preguntado donde viven y cómo los que perdieron casa en los sismos de septiembre?  http://www.sinembargo.mx/22-11-2017/3354598. 22 November 2017 Accessed: 24 

November 2017.
5 Monitor Expresso. “Ciudadanos de la CDMX siguen ocupando ayuda a 3 meses del sismo”. 10 December 2017. https://www.monitorexpresso.com/ciudadanos-de-la-cdmx-siguen-ocupando-ayuda-a-

3-meses-del-sismo/ Accessed: 12 December 2017.
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In the last three months, school children in Chiapas learned the importance of hand washing to prevent the spread of communicable diseases.

II. IMPACT
2.1 OVERALL IMPACT

Final reports from Civil Protection indicate 369 deaths (228 of these in Mexico City, of which 29 were children), 155,674 damaged 
homes, and 38 collapsed buildings in Mexico City1. However, reports from the Office of the President showed an updated number of 
184,000 households, 175 health facilities and 16,000 schools damaged by the earthquakes. On 7 November, different reconstruction 
activities started in 5,063 schools, which means 32% of severely damaged schools had, at that point, yet to start demolition and 
rebuilding2. Morelos and Mexico City are the states with the highest proportion of schools still closed: 27.9% and 13.6% respectively. 
In Puebla, Hidalgo, Michoacán, Guerrero and Oaxaca, the percentage of schools closed varies from 3.2% to 0.4%3.

In Mexico City, civil society organizations and the earthquake-affected population have made an urgent call for the city government 
to correct deficiencies and irregularities in the attention of affected people. A report presented on 22 November identified rights 
violations committed in shelters by those in charge, such as strict times of departure and entry (in some cases equivalent to semi-
seclusion conditions); lack of medical and psychological care; difficulties to access food; discrimination against resident indigenous 
communities and those from the city; and the absence of authorities to safeguard human rights. Out of 48 shelters opened after 
the earthquake on 19 September, only 6 remain open4. Through social networks, affected citizens continue to ask for assistance5.
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6 Noticieros en Línea. Reubicarán a 4 millones de alumnos por daños estructurales en escuelas. http://noticierosenlinea.com/reubicaran-a-4-millones-de-alumnos-por-danos-estructurales-en-escuelas/ 
Accessed October 17, 2017.
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Jesus Cerezo, 7, stands in front of the ruins of his family home, which was destroyed in the 19 September earthquake, in San Francisco 
Xochiteopan, Puebla. Jesus' family did not want to go to the town's only shelter and they are sleeping in small tents on their destroyed 
property.

In October 2017, a survey conducted by the Executive Secretariat of the National Protection System for Children and 
Adolescents (SIPINNA) gathered the opinion of 2,861 children on reconstruction after the disaster. Out of these, 811 children 
claimed to suffer from fear, and 1,080 expressed that they were nervous or sad. Almost half of them said that being with their 
families is what makes them feel better and their home is the place where they feel safest. Almost all think that houses are the 
first thing that needs to be reconstructed. With these results, SIPINNA has established a series of recommendations, mainly to 
be implemented with the education sector. 

2.2 IMPACT ON THE EDUCATION SECTOR

It is estimated that 4 million students from 10 affected states were re-located to other schools6. 

Among all the five earthquake-affected states, the State of Puebla proved its leadership in terms of resumption of classes, and 
where UNICEF was primarily requested to assist in terms of provision of temporary learning spaces (TLS). Other states, such 
as Morelos, Chiapas and Oaxaca, started to request assistance on TLS only in the second month after the disaster event. 
Chiapas and Oaxaca have been awaiting prefabricated classrooms as a condition to re-open classes. However, in the particular 
case of Chiapas, out of 2,173 damaged and severely damaged schools, only 250 prefabricated classrooms have been 
distributed and divided among some of the said schools, and there is no indication as to who is expected to fill the gap. In 
addition to the lack of classrooms, water and sanitation facilities in schools have also been damaged, but there are no plans at 
the state level to address this. 

Given the delayed response in temporary solutions for classrooms, communities have hinted that schools may have to be 
reopened only after full reconstruction is finalized, which is projected to be by April 2018 in some municipalities, which would 
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mean a loss of 8 months in a full school year for children attending schools in these states. In addition, the Ministry of Education 
at the federal level has mentioned that Guerrero and the State of Mexico, which have been partially affected by the earthquake, 
are in great need of temporary learning spaces, school kits and training of teachers.

In Oaxaca, the Local Institute of Public Education (IEEPO) has reported that some 100,000 children have not returned to school 
yet, given the serious damages in their schools. Municipalities such as Ixtepec have improvised classrooms in garages, empty 
lots and even in private houses. Each child is required to bring his or her own chair. According to IEEPO there are 666 severely 
damaged schools in the Istmo region of Tehuantepec (near the epicentre). In total, children have not returned to school in 41 out 
of 570 municipalities in Oaxaca7.

On 6 December 2017, the Ministry of Education announced the start of school reconstruction in Mexico City. In total, 265 schools 
need intervention. The goal is to finish this before the 2018-2019 school cycle begins8.

2.3 IMPACT ON THE HEALTH SECTOR

There were no major impacts on hospitals. However, there were at least 800 health facilities with different degrees of damage. 
Reconstruction is being carried out based on resources of the Fund of Natural Disasters (FONDEN). Hospital infrastructure 
of Social Security Institutions (IMSS and ISSSTE) is insured; therefore, the insurance paid for the damaged property, while 
the federal hospitals will be reconstructed with funds from the FONDEN. The uninsured state hospitals will be financed with 
FONDEN money (50%) and a similar percentage from the state budgets9.

Public health institutions attended 210,913 medical consultations related to the earthquakes10. 

2.4 IMPACT ON THE PROTECTION SECTOR

Children and their families were emotionally affected, being aggravated by the numerous aftershocks, making people re-live the 
traumatic events of 7 and 19 September. Many have felt that their lives were significantly disrupted. Up to 7 October, the National 
Psychiatric Institute and other institutions had provided 52,257 psychological consultations.  

By the end of October, in Oaxaca, the federal agencies with presence left the state together with the army. The local Social Welfare 
Agency (DIF) and the local health sector now manage shelters. Nevertheless there is a threat that these authorities might leave 
the shelters as well. There is therefore a concern that children will become more vulnerable and will be more dispersed. At the 
moment, fewer children are going to child-friendly spaces (CFS) because parents are seeking other solutions. At the same time 
schools have started but are operational only once or twice a week, thus leaving children without recreational or learning activities. 
Aftershocks continue and children re-experience the stress from the disaster events. Two cases (one of possible violence and of 
neglect) were identified by the CFS and referred promptly to the Child Protection Authorities, who have intervened.

In Puebla, CFS have identified children that are vulnerable to child labour and have requested action of the Child Protection 
Authorities. 

As of November 2017, eight shelters are still fully operational in Chiapas.

The National Institute of Psychiatry Ramón de la Fuente is leading inter-institutional work to develop a National Programme of 
Mental health care and psychosocial support in disasters and critical situations.

7 Excelsior. A 3 meses, 100 mil sin clases en Oaxaca: persisten daños por sismo. 7 December 2017. Accesed: 12 December 2017.
8 Comunicado 376.- Inicia SEP reconstrucción total de planteles con daños mayores en la Ciudad de México. 6 December, 2017. https://www.gob.mx/sep/es/prensa/comunicado-376-inicia-sep-recon-

struccion-total-de-planteles-con-danos-mayores-en-la-ciudad-de-mexico?idiom=es. Accessed: 13 December 2017.
9 La Jornada. “En el sector salud hay mas de 800 edificios afectados por los terremotos”. 5 October 2017. Accessed: 17 October 2017.
10 Secretaria de Salud. Informe sobre las acciones en salud realizadas como consecuencia de los sismos de septiembre. Comunicado 14 October. www.gob.mx/salud/prensa. Accessed: 17 October, 

2017.
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III. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE AND
HUMANITARIAN COORDINATION

3.1 GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE

The Mexican Government operated on an exceptionally 
high capacity in terms of search and rescue and 
provision of humanitarian assistance.  

Government agencies, particularly through the Social 
Welfare Bureau (DIF), distributed food, water, clothes, 
blankets and other non-food items to populations 
in need. Shelters were immediately opened or 
established in the affected areas, while the Army 
and the Navy were mobilized to initiate humanitarian 
response after activation of the DN-III Plan (National 
Disaster Plan). 

Civil society contributed significantly to the response 
with food and non-food items, as well as search and 
rescue activities, which officially ended on 5 October 
2017. 

The Ministry of Education, through INIFED (National Institute for School Infrastructure) created a Technical Advisory Group for the 
Reconstruction of Educational Institutions (installed on October 25). Its functions are to: 1) collaborate and advise in the design 
and supervision of projects; 2) present at least six prototype proposals for structural rehabilitation of damaged buildings in all 
states affected by the earthquakes; 3) design a training course for both construction companies and supervision companies, 
making it compulsory to participate in the execution and monitoring of educational works; and 4) verify that the structures have a 
higher level of security and take into account the type of soil and the seismic coefficient11.  

Latest estimates mentioned the need for US$ 2.5 billion for overall reconstruction purposes, one-tenth of which is expected to 
come from the private sector. A webpage was opened by the Government to access information on the use of these resources: 
http://www.transparenciapresupuestaria.gob.mx/

3.2 HUMANITARIAN COORDINATION

The Mexican Government did not launch an international appeal but received bilateral support from 24 countries, the United 
Nations and the European Union. 

There is no cluster system within the United Nations in Mexico. However, working groups were established among the UN 
agencies in the areas of: shelters and protection; WASH; education; health and nutrition; early recovery; and communication and 
public information. UNICEF leads Education and WASH, and is participating in four others (protection, health and nutrition, early 
recovery and communications). 

During these months, the working groups have kept well-coordinated meetings and activities.

11 Ministry of Education. Comunicado No. 326. 25 October 2017

©
 U

N
IC

EF
/M

EX
IC

O/
VE

RD
EE

SP
IN

A

UNICEF Godwill Ambassador Cesar Costa joins the Ministry of Education 
in Puebla during the launch of the first temporary learning spaces.
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After the earthquakes, children returned to school gradually. The most affected received support from UNICEF in terms of school tents 
and learning materials.

The Education Working Group has met four times and includes 20 institutions from government, civil society and the 
private sector. Five strategic areas have been prioritized: 1) Return to school and training of teachers; 2) Reconstruction of 
classrooms and temporary learning spaces; 3) School in a box; 4) Curriculum; and 5) WASH.

The Group on Early Recovery has met three times. Main agreements reached include the need to facilitate the coordination 
of efforts among UN agencies, civil society and authorities; and the need to promote an early recovery approach cross-
sectorally, in all the cycle of humanitarian response and development plans. Concrete actions on economic recovery, markets, 
labour inclusion, innovation and infrastructure reconstruction will be promoted.

The WASH Group has met only once, agreeing to invite the Government to join the Group. Organizations like OXFAM and 
other UN Agencies like PAHO and FAO are part of this group which will also promote the establishment of state level groups in 
affected states. 

The Group on Protection and Shelters has met twice. So far, the group has made a visit to shelters in Mexico City and is 
planning on visiting the area of Puebla and Morelos in January, 2018.
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HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT / THREE MONTHS

casualties

Update: 19 December 2017

369 

184,000
damaged homes

16,000 
damaged schools

students to be relocated 
in other schools

4M

living in affected States
 by the earthquakes

7M children

Mexico Earthquakes

UNICEF Response (to date)

24 municipalities 
prioritized by UNICEF in
5 most affected States

Ciudad de México
Morelos
Puebla
Chiapas 
Oaxaca  
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Morelos
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ChiapasOaxaca

Child Friendly 
Spaces 
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learning spaces

hygiene kits
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2400

410
School
kits

353
teachers trained on 
psychosocial tools

60,000 children
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Humanitarian Response Plan
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IV. UNICEF RESPONSE

1. Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
Response actions in WASH have included:

• Disseminate information on hygiene practices.
• Advocacy in shelters and child friendly spaces on the need to provide children with safe and adequate sanitation and hand-

washing facilities.

A. KEY HUMANITARIAN PERFORMANCE INDICATORS AND RESULTS

Sector Indicators UNICEF Target UNICEF Results

WASH

# of families that receive complementary hygiene kits 2,000 2,400 

# of children that attend child friendly spaces (CFS) and have access to 
sanitation and handwashing facilities. 

5,700 1,250 

B. ACHIEVEMENTS

3,930 hygiene kits have been assembled with in-kind 
donations from private sector partner Essity, of which 2,400 
have been distributed to families and 1,530 have been 
delivered to UNICEF´s implementing partner Cántaro Azul, 
which will be distributed in affected areas. 

A comprehensive WASH strategy was implemented aimed 
to improve access to WASH services in temporary learning 
spaces in four of the most affected states: Chiapas, Oaxaca, 
Morelos and Puebla. An in-depth sectorial assessment is 
being conducted in the most vulnerable municipalities of 
these four states, and despite the final analysis not yet having 
concluded, preliminary conclusions bring out important 
needs of water and sanitation services at community 
level. This assessment will support the definition of the 
recovery-oriented response phase. Selected municipalities 
for the initial intervention are: Arriaga in Chiapas; Santa 
Isabel Cholula, San Pedro Atlixco and Metepec in Puebla; 
Tlaquiltenango in Morelos and Xochimilco in Mexico 
City. The implementation of the strategy resulted in the 
establishment of 27 toilets, 18 hand-washing facilities, 14 
water purifier distribution points and the organisation of 
five thematic hygiene promotion workshops in each of the 
affected schools.
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Children from San Pedro Atlixco in Puebla use toilets and hand-
washing facilities installed in the temporary learning spaces, 
where they also received hygiene promotion trainings.
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2. Nutrition
Response actions in nutrition have included:

• Promotion of breastfeeding in shelters;
• Advocacy activities with authorities to make sure adequate food is distributed for children under 5 years of age.

A. KEY HUMANITARIAN PERFORMANCE INDICATORS AND RESULTS

Sector Indicators UNICEF Target UNICEF Results

Nutrition # of pregnant and lactating women informed on breastfeeding 10,000 2,400 

# of health personnel trained in the importance of protecting and 
promoting breastfeeding in emergency situations.  

100
To be reported in 

January, 2018.

B. ACHIEVEMENTS

During the three months, UNICEF advocated with key decision makers in the Ministry of Health to protect breastfeeding in 
emergency situations and developed communication and information activities for breastfeeding mothers in child friendly space.  
600 shelters and collection centres received posters on the benefits of breastfeeding, developed by UNICEF with government 
counterparts, benefiting an estimated 2,400 pregnant and lactating women12.  A leaflet to complement the Manual for shelter 
establishment (developed by UNICEF and the Social Welfare Bureau - DIF) on the Importance of protecting breastfeeding in 
shelters, was developed and distributed to DIF centres and shelters.

12 A shelter has an average population of 100 persons at night, 50% of which are women; an estimated 7% of these women are pregnant and/or lactating.
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On 7 September –after the earthquake- pregnant and lactating mothers in Juchitan, Oaxaca, received counseling on how to 
continue breastfeeding during emergency situations.
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3. Education
Response actions in education have included:

• Design and implementation of a Back-to-school campaign, with Ministry of Education;
• Establish temporary learning spaces and issuance of guidelines on a safe school environment (including facilitation, tools and

guidelines);
• Distribution of School-in-a-box supplies for children and teachers and early childhood kits in schools; and
• Teacher training on psychosocial support and emergency curriculum.

A. KEY HUMANITARIAN PERFORMANCE INDICATORS AND RESULTS

Sector Indicators UNICEF Target UNICEF Results

Education

# of children that attend the temporary learning spaces 20,000 4,329

# of children that benefit from School in a box (SiB) 20,000 16,400 

# of teachers receiving training on psychosocial Support and 
emergency curriculum 

1,200 353 

ECD
# of children under 5 that benefit from ECD kits in pre-school 
temporary learning spaces 

1,500 230

B. ACHIEVEMENTS

• 353 teachers (training of trainers) were trained on
psychosocial support in education in Chiapas, Oaxaca
and Mexico City, benefiting 9,531 school-age children.

• It is expected that each teacher will replicate the
training with 15 other teachers, reaching 5,295
teachers directly.

• 410 kits of School-in-a-box were delivered, directly
benefiting 16,400 children.

• 20 ECD kits were distributed in Puebla (6) and
Oaxaca (14). In total, these kits benefited 230 children
between 3 and 5 years old. Another 96 ECD kits were
distributed in affected pre-schools in Puebla, to benefit 
6,497 children between 3 and 5 years old.

• 100 tents for temporary learning spaces (TLS) were
delivered in Puebla and Morelos. These tents are
providing 4,329 children with a safe learning space
while reconstruction is ongoing.

• Another 414 tents for TLS are underway, to be
distributed in the five affected states plus the
State of Mexico and Guerrero, also affected by the
earthquakes.

• A radio and social media campaign on “Back to
School” consisting of 18-second spots, was launched
and disseminated through a local media network,
ACIR.
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Temporary learning spaces allowed children to return to school a 
few weeks after the earthquake.
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4. Child protection
Planned actions in child protection include:

• Monitoring the situation of children in shelters;
• Establishing safe spaces for children and adolescents to recover normality and security in shelters and parks;
• Developing a Guidance to the Municipal and State Protection Attorneys on how to respond to situations of separation, abuse

and exploitation in emergency areas;
• Supporting alternative emergency care for children separated from their family; and
• Advocacy and issuing guidelines and key messages to prevent violence, exploitation and abuse in shelters.

A. KEY HUMANITARIAN PERFORMANCE INDICATORS AND RESULTS

Sector Indicators UNICEF Target UNICEF Response

Protection 
# of children with access to child friendly spaces 5,700 3,126

% of cases of abuse, exploitation and violence received by local Child 
Protection Attorneys 

70% No data yet

B. ACHIEVEMENTS

• 34 out of an initial target of 38 child friendly
spaces (CFS) for psychosocial support are fully
operational. These have benefited 3,126 children.
Some out of the 34 spaces had to be closed due
to the diminishing number of children taking part
in the activities.

• 171 facilitators for the CFS were trained: 54
in Puebla, 60 in Oaxaca, 20 in Mexico City,
24 in Morelos and 13 in Chiapas, to provide
psychosocial support in the child friendly spaces.

• 150 kits for facilitators were distributed including
a backpack, T-shirt, stress ball, markers and
notebooks.

• A monitoring tool has been created to follow
up on the functioning of the CFS, with concrete
indicators.

• Guidelines for shelter standards, underlining
protective measures for children and with 
emphasis on children’s rights to access adequate 
water and sanitation facilities, protection, nutrition and health, were developed and submitted to various government 
ministries.  

• Work with the Special Attorneys for Child Protection is ongoing in Oaxaca and will start in 2018 in Morelos and Puebla.
• Agreement was reached with Foundation Football Más, with whom five sports spaces will be established in Oaxaca, Morelos

and Mexico City, where trained facilitators will work with adolescents on resilience and peaceful resolution of conflicts. In
Oaxaca, they will cover the area where the CFS will be closed in December.
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Child friendly spaces allow children to work on their thoughts and feelings 
about the earthquake, through games and other learning activities.
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5. Communication for Development
and Innovation

Achievements

• On 12 October, UNICEF Mexico launched the first of six polls through U Report to approach adolescents for inputs on their
situation and response needs. The polls have covered a range of topics: 1) identification of people affected; 2) health issues;
3) mental health; 4) return to school; 5) adolescent participation during the emergency, and 6) information on what to do
before and after an earthquake. 900 adolescents and youth participated in the polls, some of them expressing difficulties in
sleeping and eating meals regularly because of the earthquake.

• In a poll related to health issues and security, 110 U-reporters from affected states participated. More than half of the
adolescents polled stated that they have felt insecure in the place where they are at the moment. Two follow-up polls on the
return to school (around 115 participants) showed that most of the participating U-Reporters have returned to school, and that
the teachers briefly talked to them about the earthquakes. Still, a rapid survey on the situation of schools will be conducted
among U-Reporters in December.

• As a follow-up to the intersectorial C4D plan, a KAP (Knowledge, Attitude and Practices) study will be carried out in five
affected communities of Chiapas, Oaxaca, Morelos, Puebla and Mexico City in the first semester of 2018, for the purposes
of identifying efficient communication channels and developing a set of culturally adequate behavioural messages related
to school safety, psycho-social support, WASH and breastfeeding, to be used as part of ongoing and future emergency
response.

• C4D guidance was provided to ensure that WASH messaging for use in temporary classrooms was accurate, clear and child-
friendly.
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Adolescents from Tonala, Chiapas, received information about the importance of feminine hygiene and personal care during 
emergency situations.
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V. CHALLENGES
There are a number of logistical and programmatic challenges facing a continued humanitarian response in the affected states:

• Bureaucratic and logistical challenges hampered the timely distribution of school tents, with 180 of them still in customs as
of 14 December 2017 (1.5 months). Given these difficulties, an option to produce the tents locally is being sought.

• The installation of school tents is facing challenges in places like Oaxaca, due to extreme wind conditions. Alternatives are
being sought with partners to reduce the risk of damage, as well as consideration of other structures such as prefabricated
classrooms.

• A transition plan for the 32 child-friendly spaces installed will start in December. The two CFS in Chiapas will be closed on 25
December. The ones managed by UNICEF in Oaxaca, Morelos and Puebla will continue. Those operated in alliance with World
Vision and Save the Children will close. In some cases, CFS will be turned over to the community, for their management and
operation.

VI. LOOKING FORWARD
UNICEF has designed an early recovery plan to be implemented between January and June 2018, aiming to:

• Prevent school dropout due to delayed return to school and establish a monitoring system of out-of-school children after the
emergency;

• Train adolescents in extending psycho-emotional support to their peers; maintain a steady support for the psycho emotional
recovery of earthquake-affected children;

• Continue to install bathrooms, hand-washing stations and drinking water facilities in temporary learning spaces; advocate to
maintain sanitary conditions in shelters, particularly in Oaxaca;

• Strengthen local capacities in disaster risk reduction;
• Advocate for strengthened social protection schemes, which are child-focused;
• Make a sectoral assessment of protection measures and institutional response in affected states; and
• Train partners on the child-friendly spaces methodology.

In terms of social protection and policy actions, as of January 2018, UNICEF will start working with government counterparts and 
other partners on:

• A study to assess the direct and indirect impacts of the earthquake on children from a social protection perspective;
• Document the experience of breastfeeding during the emergency and the violations of the International Code of breastmilk

substitutes; and
• Train health professionals on the importance of promoting and protecting breastfeeding in emergency situations.

An estimated budget of US$ 1.4 million will be required to implement all early recovery activities from January to June 2018. 

VII. MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS
From the onset of the emergency, UNICEF Mexico placed a strong emphasis in disseminating information and messaging on the 
needs of children and adolescents affected by the situation.
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In terms of mainstream media activity, a total of 17 news releases were issued by the office (in both Spanish and English to 
facilitate international engagement via National Committees), and UNICEF Mexico staff carried out 85 interviews with national and 
international media, helping convey the message that children have special needs after the emergency which must be addressed.

Media monitoring for the 8 September to 8 December 2017 period shows a total of 1,713 mainstream media hits.  In terms of 
social media outreach, the office generated 614 Tweets (with an 8,883 increase in new followers), 224 Facebook posts (with a 
17,487 increase in new followers), 164 Instagram posts (with an 2,260 increase in new followers) and 31 Youtube uploads (with a 
total of 12,441 subscribers). 

These public outreach efforts were supported through 36 video products focused on children´s needs and UNICEF´s response, 
the most recent ones focused on UNICEF´s efforts to provide clean water and good sanitation facilities in temporary classrooms.

VIII. PARTNERING FOR CHILDREN
Over the past three months, the international and national communities have responded generously to the immediate needs of 
children and adolescents in Mexico.

UNICEF Mexico would like to extend its gratitude to local partners such as Canal Once who provided free messages on children´s 
TV on psychosocial support and Cinepolis Foundation who made a special campaign in their movie theatres for donations. Other 
generous donations have been received from: Liomont Laboratories, Paypal, Gentera, Exatec, GPTW, Mercado Libre, Yakult, 
Benevety Causes, Mattel, Cannon, Banco Autofin, Grupon, Privalia, Flex, Movil Marketing Association, Crayola and Essity.

We are also grateful to UNICEF’s National Committees in Spain, Germany, the United States, the United Kingdom and Denmark, 
as well as the UNICEF Country Offices in Ecuador, Chile, Argentina and Brazil for their support. Special thanks to Lego Foundation 
(Denmark), Riu Hotels (Spain and Mexico), FC Barcelona (Spain), and many other private sector donors.

In particular, UNICEF Mexico wishes to extend its deepest gratitude to individual donors and to the companies that support us, 
who all make a difference in children’s lives.  

UNICEF Mexico is looking forward to continue working with partners and donors to restore normality and well-being in the lives 
of affected children in Chiapas, Oaxaca, Puebla, Morelos, Mexico City, Guerrero and State of Mexico in 2018.

IX. FUNDING UPDATE
UNICEF Mexico made an appeal for US$ 4.6 million for the four sectors included in the response plan. UNICEF has received 
thanks to very generous contributions from a number of public and private donors US$ 5,194,331.04, distributed as follows:

Sector
Appeal

USD
Funds received

USD
Funding gap

$ %

Education  $   2,000,000.00  $   2,652,070.91 -$   652,070.91 -33%

Child Protection  $   1,800,000.00  $   1,422,865.49  $   377,134.51 21%

Sanitation & Hygiene  $      600,000.00  $   1,099,394.64 -$   499,394.64 -83%

Nutrition  $      200,000.00  $        20,000.00  $   180,000.00 90%

Total  $   4,600,000.00  $    5,194,331.04 -$   594,331.04 -13%
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