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Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 
No. 67 (9 August 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 36,829 (No updates since 5 August. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - 

MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 1,294 
• Samples tested: 89,822 
 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, maintaining essential health services, sustained prevention and mitigation measures, 
messaging and rumour management 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
MoPH data0F

* shows that 36,829 people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-
19. Some 25,742 people have recovered, and 1,294 people have died (58 of whom are healthcare workers). 
89,822 people out of a population of 37.6 million have been tested. Almost 10 per cent of the total confirmed 
COVID-19 cases are among healthcare staff. The majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. 
Men in this age group represent more than 51 per cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. Moreover, men account for 71 
per cent of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases although this may be the result of over-representation of men in testing. 
Due to limited public health resources and testing capacity, as well as the absence of a national death register, confirmed 
cases of and deaths from COVID-19 are likely to be under reported overall in Afghanistan. Kabul remains the most 
affected part of the country in terms of confirmed cases, followed by Hirat, Balkh, Nangarhar and Kandahar provinces. 
 
Complacency and failure to follow public health advice is creating grave risks in the community with markets reportedly 
busy over the Eid holiday and people generally not observing physical distancing protocols. Recent modelling on COVID-
19 projections, developed by the Centre for Humanitarian Data in collaboration with Johns Hopkins Applied Physics 
Laboratory and released on 29 July, suggests an increase in the number of cases in Afghanistan, including an increase 
in the number of severe cases and deaths, in the next four weeks if current preventative measures are maintained. 
Modelling further suggests a significant increase in severe cases (potentially up to 5x the number) should current 
preventative measures be lifted, creating grave implications for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s well-being. 
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
 

 
                                                      
 
* No updates since 5 August 2020 

 Age 0-19 Age 20-29 Age 30-39 Age 40-49 Age 50-59 Age 60-69           Age 70-79 
 

Age 80+ Unspecified Total 

 Girls Boys Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men   
# People 

confirmed with 
COVID-19 

899 1,000 2,870 6,192 1,922 6,629 1,574 4,538 1,414 3,077 840 1,999 341 751 93 291 
 

2,399 
 

 
36,829 

 
# Deaths from 

COVID-19 
5 4 11 23 11 60 31 106 58 166 70 221 35 90 10 55 

 
338 

 
1,294 

 

https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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Hospitals and clinics continue to report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with 
COVID-19 as well as maintaining essential health services. WHO notes that it is important to ensure healthcare workers 
have the proper personal protection to carry out services. In addition, effective and accurate risk communication 
messages are needed to re-assure people that it is safe to seek treatment at hospitals and health centres as they are 
carrying out proper infection prevention and control measures. Current laboratory capacity in Afghanistan remains limited. 
Humanitarian partners urge the Government of Afghanistan to ensure laboratories are appropriately equipped and that 
procured supplies go to under-resourced health centres in a transparent manner so life-saving programmes can be 
delivered to those most in need. 
 
WHO notes that when health systems are overwhelmed, as is being seen in Afghanistan, both direct mortality from the 
outbreak and indirect mortality from vaccine-preventable and treatable conditions increase dramatically. WHO stresses 
the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic planning 
and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating against the risk of system collapse. 
 
UNAMA’s recent Protection of Civilians report, released on 27 July, underscores the simultaneous impact that conflict 
has been having on the community since the start of the COVID-19 crisis. The report notes that while civilian casualties 
are down 13 per cent compared to the first six months of 2019, Afghanistan remains one of the deadliest conflicts in the 
world for civilians. The report also emphasises the lasting impact of the armed conflict on civilians. New monitoring by 
UNAMA shows that victims suffer incalculable harm weeks and months after an incident occurs, including physically, 
emotionally and psychologically, financially and otherwise, affecting their ability to enjoy a broad range of human rights.  
 
Funding: UPDATED 
The Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) 2020 Monthly Funding Update was published on 31 July. As of end July, the 
plans in the GHO, including the GHRP, aimed to provide assistance to 249.6 million of the 405.7 million people in need 
worldwide. Needs and response have increased due to the addition of countries facing humanitarian impacts of COVID-
19 and its associated health and socio-economic shocks, as well as the increases in both COVID and non-COVID needs 
in countries with existing inter-agency coordinated plans. The Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan remains 
severely under-funded, despite a deterioration in humanitarian needs due to the added burden of COVID-19. According 
to OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service, the Afghanistan HRP is currently 25 per cent funded with $279.7m received 
towards total requirements of $1.1b since the start of the year.  
 

Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak crossing (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings with Iran are officially open to commercial traffic 
and movement of documented Afghanistan nationals.  
 
On 8 August, 5,864 people returned from Pakistan through the Torkham border and 13,830 people through the Spin 
Boldak border crossing. Ghulam Khan border crossing remains closed for pedestrian movement. Pakistan continues to 
facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. Since 22 June, two border crossing points 
(Ghulam Khan and Torkham) have been open for trucks six days a week (every day except Saturday). On July 12, Angor 
Adda and Kharlachi border crossings were also opened to facilitate trade between the two countries.  
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic 
for humanitarian cargo from all neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite 
humanitarian food and relief items through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues:  
A nationwide lockdown remains officially in place. According to reports, public health advice is not being followed and 
enforcement has been lenient. Measures to contain the spread of the virus continue to vary across provinces where local 
authorities are responsible for implementation. Provincial lockdown measures continue to periodically impede 
humanitarian movement. For more information on access constraints, please see the latest HAG Quarterly Access 
Report (Q2). Humanitarian partners remain active in responding to crises throughout the country, including flooding and 
conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge all parties to the conflict to facilitate unimpeded access to civilians so 
humanitarian assistance is not delayed.  
 
Commercial domestic flights have resumed after a three-month hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The United 
Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) has reduced domestic flight days from five to four days a week. UNHAS no 
longer conducts regular domestic flights on Mondays; however, all locations are still served during the week. UNHAS will 
adjust the schedule based on user demand. UNHAS will continue to support any required evacuation and relocation 
flights during all days of the week.  
 

https://unama.unmissions.org/un-urges-parties-prioritize-protection-civilians-and-start-talks
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2020-monthly-funding-update-31-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-immediate-humanitarian-funding-gaps-august-october-2020-24-july-2020
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/929/summary
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
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International commercial air travel has resumed with Air Arabia, Ariana Airlines, Kam Air, and Emirates Airlines providing 
round-trip international flight services to/from Kabul. Emirates Airlines announced that effective from 1 August, all 
passengers travelling to Dubai, including those in transit, must have a negative COVID-19 test certificate. The test must 
be taken a maximum of 96 hours before departure. Passengers travelling from Afghanistan must carry a COVID-19 
negative certificate issued by a Emirates-approved laboratory to be accepted on the flight. Passengers are encouraged 
to check with airlines on flight restrictions for international flights, as well as travel and immigration entry requirements of 
their destination country. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. This service is planned to continue until the end of September 2020, 
or until regular commercial international flights consistently resume. The next UNHAS flight is planned for Tuesday, 11 
August. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Timeline of WHO’s response to COVID-19 
 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP July Update 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 
• OCHA: Global Humanitarian Overview 2020 Monthly Funding 

Update - 31 July 2020 
• UN: COVID-19 in an Urban World 
• WRC: COVID-19 Update on Persons with Disabilities 
• UNDRR: Invest more in predicting the future 
• WB: Profiles of the new poor due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

• WB: Harnessing the Digital Revolution to Set Food Systems 
on a Better Course 

• ACTED +13 more: Linking humanitarian cash and social 
protection in practice  

• UNESCO: UN Secretary-General warns of education 
catastrophe, pointing to UNESCO estimate of 24 million 
learners at risk of dropping out 

• UNESCO: Safe and continued learning should be an integral 
part of the global response to the COVID -19 pandemic 

• WFP: Common Services Brief COVID-19 Response 
• UNEP: Cities - where the fight for a green recovery will be 

won or lost 
• Plan International: Girls Call for a Revolutionary Reset 
• IFPRI: COVID-19 and Global Food Security 
• ICVA, VOICE: A Joint Statement from NGO Networks 
• GSMA, WFP: GSMA and WFP accelerate the use of mobile 

financial services for humanitarian assistance 
• UNHCR: Protecting forcibly displaced children during the 

COVID-19 pandemic 
• FAO: Luxembourg Innovative solutions for Zero Hunger 
• FAO: Belgium Innovative solutions for Zero Hunger 
• FAO: Global food prices rise in July 
• FAO: Building the systems that protect livelihoods throughout 

a pandemic 
• UNHCR: Asia and the Pacific COVID-19 External Update 
• FEWS NET: Global Food Security Alert, July 31, 2020 
• IOM: Regional Office for Asia Pacific Situation Report 15 
• WFP: Weekly Market Price Bulletin, Issue 12 (Afghanistan) 
• UNICEF: Afghan Girls Robotic Team turns an idea into an 

innovation 
 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org, Tel. (+61) 0413 13 7283 

https://www.emirates.com/english/help/flying-to-and-from-dubai/tourists-travelling-to-dubai/
https://c.ekstatic.net/ecl/documents/health-screening-documents/approved-laboratories.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_comprehensive_response_to_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2020-monthly-funding-update-31-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2020-monthly-funding-update-31-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/policy-brief-covid-19-urban-world
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/their-own-words-covid-19-update-displaced-persons-disabilities
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/invest-more-predicting-future-be-better-prepared-say-experts
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/profiles-new-poor-due-covid-19-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/harnessing-digital-revolution-set-food-systems-better-course
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/harnessing-digital-revolution-set-food-systems-better-course
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/responding-covid-19-crisis-linking-humanitarian-cash-and-social-protection-practice
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/responding-covid-19-crisis-linking-humanitarian-cash-and-social-protection-practice
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-secretary-general-warns-education-catastrophe-pointing-unesco-estimate-24-million
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-secretary-general-warns-education-catastrophe-pointing-unesco-estimate-24-million
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-secretary-general-warns-education-catastrophe-pointing-unesco-estimate-24-million
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/safe-and-continued-learning-should-be-integral-part-global-response-covid-19-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/safe-and-continued-learning-should-be-integral-part-global-response-covid-19-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/wfp-common-services-brief-covid-19-response-31-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/cities-where-fight-green-recovery-will-be-won-or-lost
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/cities-where-fight-green-recovery-will-be-won-or-lost
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/better-normal-girls-call-revolutionary-reset
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-and-global-food-security
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/grand-bargain-annual-meeting-2020-joint-statement-ngo-networks
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/gsma-and-un-world-food-programme-accelerate-use-mobile-financial-services-humanitarian
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/gsma-and-un-world-food-programme-accelerate-use-mobile-financial-services-humanitarian
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/protecting-forcibly-displaced-children-during-covid-19-pandemic-unhcr-response-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/protecting-forcibly-displaced-children-during-covid-19-pandemic-unhcr-response-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/fao-luxembourg-innovative-solutions-zero-hunger
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/fao-belgium-innovative-solutions-zero-hunger
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-food-prices-rise-july
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/anticipatory-action-covid-19-building-systems-protect-livelihoods-throughout
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/anticipatory-action-covid-19-building-systems-protect-livelihoods-throughout
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unhcr-asia-and-pacific-covid-19-external-update-5-august-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-food-security-alert-july-31-2020-covid-19-pandemic-drives-global-increase
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/covid-19-response-iom-regional-office-asia-pacific-situation-report-15-august-5
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/dream-reality-afghan-girls-robotic-team-turns-idea-innovation
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/dream-reality-afghan-girls-robotic-team-turns-idea-innovation
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