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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 3 March to 4 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 5 March. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 According to IOM, 191,748 people, mainly migrant workers, have left Libya to date. 
 Over 100,000 people have now crossed into Tunisia from Libya. 
 There are reports that 10,000 people are moving from inside Libya towards the border with Egypt. 
 A total of US$43.3 million has been contributed and $10 million pledged from donors in response to 

the crisis. 
 The Emergency Relief Coordinator has designated a Humanitarian Coordinator for the Libya crisis, 

effective 4 March. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
Significant progress has been made in decongesting the 
situation on the Tunisia-Libya border. On 3 March, 9,200 
Egyptians departed and 3,078 are scheduled to depart 
on 4 March, according to IOM. 
 
By the end of 3 March, 104,275 people had crossed into 
Tunisia. Since heavily armed pro-Government forces 
took control of the border crossing into Tunisia, the 
number of people crossing has dropped to between 
1,400 and 1,800 per day. This is compared with about 
20,000 people at peak time several days ago. UNHCR 
has expressed concern that thousands of people trying 
to flee are being held back by Libyan authorities. 
 
An estimated 85,000 people have crossed into Egypt. 
 
According to the Algerian Government, 4,000 people 
have crossed the Algerian border. They comprise 
Algerians and other nationalities. 
 
According to UNHCR, some 12,500 people still need to be evacuated from Tunisia. Over 10,000 are from 
Bangladesh. At least eight flights to Bangladesh are planned in the coming days. 
 
There are reports that 10,000 people are moving towards the border crossing at Saloum, Egypt, from Libya. 
They are expected to arrive within 2-3 days. More resources and humanitarian agencies are needed to 
respond to this caseload. 
 
The joint United Nations assessment mission continued, meeting interlocutors in Al Bayda, east of Benghazi. 
The western part of Libya remains the centre of concern.  
 
According to IOM’s pre-crisis migration figures, there were at least 2.5 million migrants within Libya. They 
include an estimated 1 million Egyptian workers. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
 
According to IOM, 191,748 people, mainly migrant workers, had left Libya as of 3 March. Of those people, 
84,973 went to Egypt, 104,275 to Tunisia and an estimated 2,500 to Niger. 
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The Ministry of Health has released the following breakdown of those who have crossed the border from 
Libya to Tunisia as of 2 March: Egypt (40,480), Tunisia (14,366), China (7,004), Libya (3,222), Bangladesh 
(3,010), Vietnam (1,713), Philippines (1,677), India (1,175), Turkey (826), Algeria (648), Morocco (465), 
Thailand (251), Sudan (207 – north or south not indicated) and Mali (103).  
 
Countries with less than 100 in the breakdown include Austria, Cameroon, Chad, France, Germany, Guinea, 
Jordan, Mauretania, Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Somalia, Syria and the USA. 
 
From the European Union, the following countries have confirmed assistance to the evacuation operation: 
France (one navy vessel and two planes), Germany (three navy vessels and 10 flights), Italy (two planes), 
Malta (three planes), Spain (one plane) and the UK (three planes). 
 
Needs:  
Libya: According to UNHCR, a camp has been located at Benghazi port where some 8,000 foreigners await 
evacuation. They mainly comprise Bangladeshi, Indian and Sudanese migrants. On the morning of 4 March, 
another 500 Bangladeshi migrants arrived at the port compound during a two-hour period. 
 
Tunisia: Around 12,500 people still need to be evacuated. Over 10,000 are from Bangladesh. On 4 March, 
teams at the border reported the arrival of an estimated 9,000 Bangladeshi nationals. Thousands continue to 
be stranded on the Tunisian side of the border. The Ministry of Health confirms that no epidemics had been 
detected as of 1 March. 
 
Egypt: Some 6,000 people, the vast majority of whom are adult men, remain stranded in no man’s land on 
the Libyan border. The authorities have not yet released details of their nationalities. There is no reliable data 
available on the nationalities. 
 
Niger: The IOM reception centre in Dirkou – which currently has a 400-person capacity – is preparing to 
receive 534 African migrants from Libya who have crossed the border. Another 1,154 nationals of Niger have 
already passed through Dirkou. In addition, some 2,500 migrants are in Tumo, about 80 km from Madama. 
 
Response:  
Libya: On 3 March, IOM evacuated 640 Bangladeshi migrants from Benghazi. Three hundred more are 
being evacuated on 4 March, including some 40 vulnerable sub-Saharan Africans. 
 
Tunisia: According to UNHCR, the transit camp on the Tunisian side of the border is operating significantly 
below its 20,000-person capacity following the evacuation of 9,000 Egyptians on 3 March. No more 
Egyptians are currently in the camp. 
 
IOM will evacuate over 3,600 Egyptians from Djerba to Cairo on 4 March after evacuating 823 on 3 March.  
Islamic Relief is among the many agencies responding at the border. The organization has so far reached 
40,000 people in the congested reception area in Tunisia with food, hygiene packs, mattresses and latrines.  
 
The Ministry of Health in Tunisia reports that between 23 February and 1 March, 4,202 patients were treated 
by health structures in the border area. Some 79 patients have been referred to hospitals in the region. One 
Egyptian died from untreated diabetes. 
 
WHO is working with the Ministry of Health to strengthen disease surveillance at the Ras Edjir border 
crossing, and has an established operations centre at Zarzis to support health coordination. Trauma and 
emergency health kits are being dispatched to Tunisia. The kits can meet the needs of 50,000 people for 
three months.  
 
UNICEF has provided showers and latrines to cover the needs of 5,000 people. In addition, 5,000 hygiene 
kits are being sent to Tunis and the first batch is expected on Saturday 5 March. UNICEF is sending eight 
tons of emergency health kits, supplementary food, first aid kits, water containers and other relief items. This 
cargo is expected to arrive in Tunis by Monday 7 March. 
 
Egypt: NGOs such as CRS, Caritas and Care in Saloum are preparing for a one-month response to address 
gaps in the provision of food and bottled water for stranded people. As of 3 March, 1,025 third-country 
nationals departed Egypt. There are poor sanitation facilities in the reception area in Saloum. According to 
UNICEF’s site assessments, the 50 toilets require maintenance. UNICEF indicated that it will rehabilitate 30 
latrines in the coming two days. 
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Niger: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR) 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: WFP is meeting potential partners and local authorities in Benghazi to assess needs and the 
situation on the ground. 
 
Response: In response to the regional crisis, WFP is launching a $39.2 million emergency operation to 
provide food assistance to 1,060,000 people in Libya, Egypt and Tunisia over a three-month period. WFP 
plans to buy food in the region to ensure a speedy response, and to help ensure that recovery can begin 
immediately. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: A further 1,182 metric tons of wheat flour that was being shipped to Benghazi in Libya 
this week has still not reached its destination. Ship owners turned the vessel around on Thursday amid 
security concerns for the crew and the assets. 
 

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: WHO warned of the real risks of epidemics among the tens of thousands of people massed in 
southern Tunisia after fleeing violence in Libya. 
 
WHO and UNICEF indicate 98 per cent measles coverage of one-year-old children as of 2007. However, in 
2009 there were 329 cases of measles reported in Libya, indicating that transmission is ongoing.  
Generally, WHO urges donors to verify that donated drugs and medicines address the expressed need of the 
country. 
 
On 1 March, the MSF team in Benghazi, eastern Libya, received a plea for help from a medical doctor in the 
western city of Misurata, where clashes have reportedly left many people wounded. Misurata has so far been 
inaccessible to most aid workers because of insecurity.  
 
Response: Trucks with supplies continue to enter Libya. On 4 March, four trucks entered with food and 
medical equipment donated by Qatar. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 
 

 WASH 
 
Needs: NSTR 
 
Response: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Local interlocutors told the joint United Nations mission in Benghazi that there is a 
need for drugs for chronic diseases, such as cancer and epilepsy. 
 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: Media reports state that at least 30 civilians were killed in the fighting when pro-Governmental forces 
attempted to retake the town of Al Zawiyah on 4 March.  
 
There are reports of serious protection concerns in Tripoli over people involved in recent protests. MSF has 
received information that many wounded people in Tripoli are not seeking hospital treatment for fear of 
reprisals by militias. 
 
Since the number of people crossing into Tunisia has dropped, there are concerns that civilians are being 
prevented from leaving Libya. 
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Response: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: The limited international presence within Libya makes it extremely difficult to obtain 
reliable information on protection concerns. 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
The Emergency Relief Coordinator has designated Mr. Rashid Khalikov as Humanitarian Coordinator for the 
Libya crisis until the end of April. Due to the uncertainty of the situation inside Libya, Mr. Khalikov will travel 
extensively in the region and work closely with the Resident Coordinators for Libya, Tunisia, Egypt and 
Niger. In view of the fluid nature of the situation, there will need to be some flexibility regarding this 
arrangement.  
 
UNOSAT is hosting the Common Operational Datasets to be used during the emergency 
[www.unitar.org/unosat/libya].  
 
OCHA is coordinating interaction with groups engaged in various forms of mapping. Contact Andrej Verity at 
verity@un.org. 
 
For details of InterAction member agencies and their current activities in response to the situation in Libya, 
visit: www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya 
 

V. Funding 
 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, $43.3 million has been contributed and $10 million pledged from 
donors in response to the crisis. The European Commission is increasing aid to the North Africa operation to 
reach €30 million (almost $42 million). 
 
ICRC is appealing for 24 million Swiss francs ($25.7 million/€18.4 million) to assist more than 200,000 
people affected by the crisis in Libya over the next two months. The funds will provide basic supplies and 
services including food, water, medical care, and sanitation and hygiene items for around 110,000 people 
inside Libya, and for an additional 100,000 crossing the border into Tunisia. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

VI. Contact 
 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 

mailto:verity@un.org
http://www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya
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Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 


