
 
 

The PNG Disaster Management Team is co-chaired by the United Nations Resident Coordinator and the Director of the National Disaster Centre. It 
comprises UN agencies, non-governmental and faith-based organizations, and development partners and serves as the highest body in PNG for the 

coordination of international humanitarian assistance for emergencies and crises in PNG. 
 

This update is produced by the Papua New Guinea Disaster Management Team (DMT) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers 
the period of 14-16 September 2022. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• The total number of confirmed deaths is now 
12. The number of people with injuries is now 
at 42 

• Assessments were completed in Morobe and 
Eastern Highlands provinces. Primary 
observations conclude that damages were 
mostly limited to dwellings and other 
structures made from light materials. 

• A hoax message claiming that government 
disaster authorities predicted another 
devastating earthquake would occur spread 
rapidly on social media platforms and 
accounted for the bulk of calls received by the 
hotline. 

•  Remote parts of Madang, Morobe, and 
Eastern Highlands have yet to be assessed. 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

To date, the impact of the Markham Valley earthquake appears to be moderate, with few deaths or injuries, but 
damage or destruction to structures made from light materials. 

The number of confirmed deaths has increased to 12 with the number injuries reported at 42 people.  

In Morobe province, the total number of reported deaths is now ten. the provincial disaster centre with local NGO 
partners have begun assessments via road from Lae to Markham Valley. Sites covered in the assessment today 
include, Leron-Wantoat LLG and Umi-Atzera LLG in Markham District. A total of seven communities were visited 
in both LLGs. Damages observed include 20 houses which collapsed during the earthquake and affecting 54 
families. Immediate needs observed were emergency shelter materials, access to potable water, bedding, 
kitchen and household items, and psychosocial support for children.  

Ampan and Garam primary schools in Umi-Atzera LLG have suspended classes and sent children home. 
Secondary impacts from the earthquake included a fallen high-voltage power pylon that caused a bush fire 
resulting in the burning of five houses. Affected families are now living in one tent. 
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MAF reported one death and one injury from falling stones in Tapmange village, Yus LLG, Kawbum district. The 
injured person was medevacked to Angau Hospital for treatment.  

Eastern Highlands provincial disaster office reports two deaths and 12 injured to date. Obura-Wonenara district 
in the south bordering Morobe province was the most affected. A 16-year-old girl in Wauko village in Yelia Rural 
LLG (previously reported as Lamari LLG) died while four other children were injured and medivacked to Angau 
Hospital on 11 September. Another six persons with minor injuries were treated at Marawaka Health Centre. The 
other death was a 35-year-old woman in Arau village, Gadsup-Tairora LLG, Kainantu district. One injury was 
reported in Ande village in Yelia. The other injury was in Kelbus village in Lamari LLG.  

At least 20 houses collapsed in four villages—Wauko, Ande, Panje, and Andakombi—in Yelia. In Gadsup-Tairora, 
two church buildings collapsed in Araw and Kambidam villages; one elementary classroom in Tombena village 
was buried in a landslide; and all the water tanks at Professor Schindler Day High School in Aiyura village were 
destroyed. 

According to the provincial disaster report, although there was a landslide near Yonki power station, the 
damages were primarily to power lines and transmitter boxes. Power was restored after three days. The report 
also notes it has yet to receive any reports of deaths, injuries or damages from remote parts of Okapa, Lufa, 
Kainantu, Unggai-Bena, Daulo or Henganofi districts. 

CARE deployed three vehicles this week to assess earthquake-related damages in Eastern Highlands. The teams 
predominantly focused on communities around Barola, Kainantu, Yonki, and Kassam, where they have reported 
minimal damage. However, they received reports of possible damage inland from Kol Wara. A car will travel on 
Tuesday to investigate further. 

Between 13 and 16 September, the National Command Centre received a total of 53 calls. The highest volume of 
calls was on 14 September, with 39 calls received. At least 38 of the calls received during this period were 
enquiring about a claim that another devastating earthquake was predicted to occur by government disaster 
authorities. This hoax message was also widely spread on WhatsApp and other social media. There were 19 
calls from Morobe, 12 from Madang, and five from Eastern Highlands. The remaining calls were from other parts 
of the country. Just 15 calls received were reporting damages, primarily to homes. One caller reported an adult 
and two children missing and believed to have been covered by a landslide in Long Island, Rai Coast district, 
Madang. 

 

RESPONSE 
On 14 September, the Prime Minister announced that PGK 10 million (USD 2.8 million) would be allocated to the 
National Disaster Centre for the Markham Earthquake response. The Minister of Defence, accompanied by 
personnel from the National Disaster Centre, Public Works, and Defence Force flew over the earthquake-affected 
region on 15 September to observe the impacts. 
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