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Humanitarian Situation

Kenya hosts 378, 372 refugees of which 272,712 are in Dadaab
camps in north-eastern Kenya as at 30th April 2010. There are
69,414 and 45,246 refugees in Kakuma and Nairobi respectively.
The camps in Dadaab continue to receive a significant number of
new arrivals with 17,173 new arrivals registered since January
2010.  (Source: UNHCR)
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Drought
Drought conditions markedly improved in April and May 2010
owing to good rains received in most parts of the drought-prone
arid and semi-arid areas. Pasture regeneration helps to reduce
trekking distances to water sources while improvements in
livestock body condition lead to increased milk productivity.
Market prices for the staple maize started to decrease in some
places.

Flooding has affected 130,000 people across Kenya
as a result of continued heavy rains. Floods and
landslides have occurred in Rift Valley, Northeastern,
Coast, Western and Nyanza provinces prompting
temporary displacement and causing dozens of
casualties. The possibility of massive flooding along
the Tana River could surpass local capacities to
respond in contrast to the swift and comprehensive
response observed thus far. Landslides affected
Nyakach, Marakwet, Nyeri and Mt. Elgon districts;
the rains are set to continue through June. 

Domestic maize supply is favorable, as of the end of April
2010, after a higher than normal short rains harvest. It is
estimated that 1.58 million MT of maize are available.
The supply is sufficient to last the country through August
2010; the next maize harvest should begin at the end of July
and will continue through October. Access to water and pasture
led to improved livestock body conditions adding value to animals.
Livestock prices increased and are 10-60 percent above average
in northern and central Kenya with Isiolo recording up to 77 %.
(Source: GoK/MoA, ALRMP, Fews Net)

Food security conditions have improved across the country due
to good harvests.   Drought-induced beneficiaries for food aid is
1.6 million while in the urban areas, the number of food insecure
is 3.5 million people for whom various options are being implemented.
There are concerns however that household food security may be
undermined  by Aflatoxin  poisoning which has affected some
108, 249 bags (90kg) of maize in 12 districts; this maize  will be
disposed off.(Fews Net, NCPB)

Chronic poverty, high food prices, climate induced migration,
unemployment, HIV/AIDS pandemic leave millions of Kenyans in
 urban poor settlements living on the brink of disaster. Most live
on less than $1 or 50 cents a day.  The IASC Task Force on
Meeting Humanitarian Challenges in Urban Areas is conducting
a case study in Nairobi and Eldoret on response methodologies.
(Source: GoK, OCHA, UN-Habitat)

Cholera has cumulatively affected 27 Districts nationwide with
2705 cases and 45 deaths (CFR of 1.7%) since January 2010.
The outbreaks have been controlled in 16 Districts. Six Districts
(Central Pokot, Malindi, Langata, Tharaka, Pokot west and Kilifi)
reported new cases between 13-17 May 2010. In May alone,
345 Cholera cases and 6 deaths (CFR of 1.7%) were reported.
(Source:GoK/Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation) 

Enhanced rains in most areas have resulted in substantial
improvements in availability of water. Distances to water for both
livestock and domestic use have reduced significantly. Grazing
distances have reduced to 3-5 km from the 8-10 km reported at
the height of drought even in parts of northern Kenya . Sanitation
is compromised by fears for outbreaks of waterborne diseases
after the rains. (Source: ALRMP)

There remains 3, 714 households from the post-election violence
living in 25 transit sites in three districts in the in the Rift Valley.
Displacements from floods and conflict in pastoralist areas have
been temporary. (Source: MoSSP)

Rates of “risk of malnutrition” (defined as MUAC<135 mm)
declined by 6-26 percent from March 2010 in Wajir, Moyale,
Marsabit, Kajiado, Isiolo, and Baringo. This is attributed to
improved household food security and milk availability, and
economic opportunities derived from the weeding and kidding
season. In the Agro-Pastoral Cluster (Baringo, Kajiado, Narok,
Laikipia districts) there was general improvement in the nutritional
status as measured by MUAC;West Pokot District however
registered a 100 percent increase in percentage of children at risk
of malnutrition.(Source: SRA, ALRMP)

Humanitarian operations in May 2010 focused on flood response. Heavy rainfall since March has caused widespread flooding affecting more than 130, 000 people in 15 districts.
Livelihoods and infrastructure worth millions of Kenyan shillings have been destroyed. Climate-induced hazards in Kenya are exhibited through intense droughts (as experienced in
2009) or flash floods. Outbreaks of Cholera and other preventable diseases like Malaria pose health risks while vulnerability in urban areas is worsening. , Cross border dynamics
prompt refugee flows and insecurity which complicates humanitarian access to remote areas where vulnerability and need are high. 

Insecurity

Conflict continues in pastoral areas with 33 killings reported in
Turkana, 5 in Trans-Mara and 3 in Pokot district and one each in
Meru-North and Trans-Nzoia districts since January 2010.
Conflicts are usually resource-based and are worsened by the
proliferation of small arms and light weapons particularly in border
communities. Demarcations of administrative boundaries and new
districts trigger violence. Disarmament exercises are on-going in
some communities.
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