
4.1million
people in need

40,743
internally displaced 

persons

MALI
DECEMBER 2017

HUMANITARIAN BRIEF

134,079
Malian refugees in 

neighboring countries

558,350

More than five years after the escalation of conflict in northern Mali, progress has 
stagnated and new momentum is required to avoid a significant setback in Mali's 
recovery. The signature of the Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation in 2015 
opened a unique window of opportunity, but the Malian peace process has fallen 
short of expectations as implementation of the agreement remains delayed. 
Communities whose lives were shattered by the conflict have not yet seen 
tangible progress and remain highly vulnerable.
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IDPs and refugees returned to 
their communities and need 

humanitarian assistance   



1 in 2
girls married before the 

age of 18

9 in 10
women affected by 

female genital mutilation

1 in 5
in conflict affected 
areas are returnees 

3 in 5
victims of explosive 
remnants of war are 

children 

CRISIS TIMELINE

Violent confrontations 
in the North of Mali

16  Jan 2012
Presidential election

Jul/Aug 2013
Signature of the Ouaga -
dougou Agreement

16  Jun 2013

Signature of a road 
map – Algiers Process

24 Jul 2014
Coup d'état in Bamako. Thousands 
of people move further south and 
to neighbouring countries

22  Mar 2012  
Deployment of the 
MINUSMA

01 Jul  2013

27 Apr 2015
Attacks in the regions of Timbuktu, Gao and Mopti 
and displacement of over 60,000 people, of which 
51,000 in the region of Timbuktu 

Jun 2015
Signature of a peace and 
reconciliation agreement by 
the CMA

18 Apr 2016
Violent protests in Kidal: 3 people 
killed and the airport is damaged and 
closed since

18 Jan 2017
77 people killed in an attack against the 
Mécanisme Opérationnel de Coordination in Gao 

Nov 2017
G5 Sahel Joint Force conducts 
its first operations in the 
Central boundary zone

14 May 2015
Signature of a peace agreement by 
the Government and the armed 
groups (except the CMA). IDPs 
gradually return to their home areas 

20 Nov 2015
Gunmen attack at the Radisson Blu 
hotel in Bamako killing 20 people

21 Jul 2016
Conflict between armed groups 
resumes in Kidal 

18 Jun 2017
Deadly attack at Campement Kangaba, a resort 
on the outskirts of Bamako

INCREASING HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
In 2017, the resurgence of 
intercommunal violence and clashes 
between armed groups triggered 
displacements and disrupted the 
livelihoods of thousands of families. 
Several communities a�ected by the 
con�ict still struggle to access food, 
water, healthcare, education, protection 
and livelihood opportunities. In some 
areas, the persisting insecurity continues 
to prevent the deployment of State and 
development actors. For many families, 
humanitarian actors are the sole 
providers of essential services. 

�e con�ict has further exacerbated the 
vulnerability of communities, whose 
capacity to withstand shocks has been 
eroded by repetitive droughts, �oods, 
epidemics and chronic poverty. Mali 
ranks 175 out of 188 countries in the 
Human Development Index.  

Emergency aid remains necessary to save 
lives and facilitate recovery.  

Government and development partners' 
e�orts to address the root causes of 
chronic food insecurity, malnutrition 
and structural problems in the delivery 
of basic services will take years to 
demonstrate tangible results.

In 2018, 4.1 million people, representing 
22% of the Malian population, will be 
food insecure (up from 3.8 million in 
2017), including 800,000 people who will 
require urgent food assistance. 
Malnutrition remains a serious concern, 
with 165,000 children projected to su�er 
from severe acute malnutrition, and 
115,000 pregnant or lactating women 
requiring nutrition assistance. In Mali, 
the Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) 
rate of 10.7% and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) rate of 2.6% exceed 
the emergency thresholds established by 
the World Health Organization of 10% 
and 2% for GAM and SAM, respectively. 
In addition, 908,000 million Malians, 
largely in northern regions, need water, 

sanitation and hygiene assistance. Lack 
of access to potable water constitutes a 
risk for con�ict, as communities 
compete for limited water resources for 
themselves, but also for livestock and 
agricultural activities. 

About 500 schools (up from 300 during 
the same period last year) remain closed 
in central and northern Mali, and 2,700 
teachers have not returned or been 
deployed to their posts due to insecurity 
and the in�uence of extremist groups 
opposing education. Central Mali is 
particularly a�ected with 277 schools 
closed in the Mopti region. 
Non-functional schools will a�ect the 
education of 300,000 children. Out of 
school children that cannot reintegrate 
the education system are exposed to 
higher recruitment risks by non-state 
armed actors and criminal groups. In 
particular, girls remain at higher risk of 
exposure to violence in the absence of 
access to education. 
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Returned people

Moderate and severe 
food insecure people 
(Nov 2017)
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xx

xx

xx Refugees (Sept 2017) *

Population
movement

Sources : Clusters, CMP
Developer : OCHA Mali

PEOPLE IN NEED

4.1M

100 Km

34k

52k

57k

41k

2k

142K

256k

57k

19K

319K

210K

818K

563K

539K

715K

509K

402K

30 - 40%

15 - 19%

20 - 29%

Percentage of people in 
need relative to the 
population of the region

*Clusters have prepared their key figures based on 
September 2017 data (CMP, 12 Oct. 2017 https://-
goo.gl/9Dz5bZ).  This data that has been used 
throughout this document.



753,000
children suffering from acute 

malnutrition risk dying 

98
humanitarian organizations 

respond to people’s needs in 
the North of Mali 

300,000
children need support to access 

education

800,000
people in need of 

immediate food assistance 
during the lean season 

Contacts: Head of OCHA Mali, Ms. Ute Kollies, +223 44 97 60 47, kollies @un.org
Deputy Head of OCHA Mali, Ms. Soraya Adouane, +223 44 97 60 48, adouane@un.org 

PROTECTION CONCERNS AND DISPLACEMENTS 

HUMANITARIAN ACCESS

In northern and central Mali, 
criminality and terrorist acts pose 
signi�cant threats to civilians. Various 
armed groups still e�ectively control 
large swaths of territory exposing 
unemployed youth and children to 
recruitment risks. 

Women continue to be victims of 
violence, abuse and exploitation. 
Women face signi�cant challenges in 
accessing services due to insecurity, the 

slow restoration of state authority, fear 
of stigmatization and reprisals, and 
limited medical and legal services. 

Violence and clashes between armed 
groups continue to displace people. In 
2017, over 30,000 people were internally 
displaced (IDPs), bringing the total 
number of IDPs to 40,743. In addition, 
134,079 Malians are still refugees in 
neighboring Burkina Faso, Mauritania 
and Niger. Conditions for their safe and 

�e surge of violence and criminality 
observed in 2017 in northern and central 
Mali is taking its toll on humanitarian 
operations. Criminal attacks against aid 
workers and humanitarian assets have 
increased, o�en resulting in temporary 

WHAT IF WE FAIL TO RESPOND?

THE TIME FOR ACTION IS NOW
�roughout the political stabilization 
process, the Government of Mali has 
increased its response to humanitarian 
needs and strengthened coordination 
with humanitarian and development 
actors. Nevertheless, the State remains 
absent in certain areas where sustained 
e�ort is required to improve security 
and fully deploy local authorities and 
civil servants to provide basic social 

services. Meanwhile, the most urgent 
needs of vulnerable communities must 
be addressed immediately. 
Humanitarian organizations have the 
capacity to make a signi�cant di�erence 
for vulnerable people throughout the 
country, but aid delivery remains largely 
insu�cient due to funding shortfalls. In 
2017, only 43 per cent of the US$304.7 

Failing to provide life-saving aid and 
support for household and community 
resilience could increase the risk of 
intercommunal violence, further 
jeopardizing the stabilization of Mali. 
Furthermore, inability to address urgent 
needs and create an environment that is 
conducive to implementing durable 

development action perpetuates the 
su�ering of Malians from food 
insecurity, malnutrition, epidemics, and 
chronic poverty. 

Mali is plagued by the presence of 
terrorist groups, explosive devices, the 
smuggling of illegal migrants, and drug 

million required for the humanitarian 
response has been mobilized. 
Additional resources would allow 
humanitarian actors to meet urgent 
needs and immediately step up their 
resilience building actions, paving the 
way and ensuring the linkage with 
longer-term recovery and development 
interventions.

tra�cking. Nearly half of its inhabitants 
are under 18 years of age, and the total 
population is expected to double in the 
next 20 years. Failing to address the crisis 
today risks destabilizing the whole 
region in the future.

 

suspensions of aid programmes. Due to 
the size and geography of Mali and poor 
infrastructure in con�ict areas, logistic 
constraints are also a constant challenge 
for the e�ective delivery of aid. 
Nonetheless, hundreds of humanitarian 

digni�ed return, such as security and 
access to essential services, have yet to be 
met in many areas. Most refugees live in 
camps, and their prolonged presence 
strains the already scarce resources of 
the host communities. More than half a 
million returnees and repatriated people 
need support to rebuild their lives.

sta� are delivering aid in remote or 
insecure areas, relying mainly on 
community outreach and acceptance.


