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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

      Date: 19 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 8 730 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death on 18 January, active cases stand at 39 044; 12 districts now have 
active COVID-19 cases over 500 — Jhapa, Kavre and Makawanpur added to the list on 18 January; Health Ministry has 
projected a difficult month ahead for Nepal — 20 000 cases per day will be recorded in second week of Magh, around 
10 000 symptomatic cases will erupt, over 1 000 will be hospitalized, while hospitals will face most pressure in third 
week of Magh; Province 1 capital Biratnagar becoming a COVID-19 hotspot, 51.88% of those testing positive in the 
province are from the city; COVID-19 has spread at the community level in Sudurpashchim Province, 1 out of every 5 
cases testing positive for the virus; cases increasing in Nuwakot; Mahottari has made no preparations yet to control and 
check spread of coronavirus; Kakarbhitta checkpost closed for Nepal-India commute as cases have surged in India’s 
state of West Bengal  

• Mismanagement on part of authorities and agencies concerned on the administration of COVID-19 booster dose, 
frontliners face hassles to get the shot  

• Government to set the new rate to be charged for PCR Test after complaints that private hospitals/labs were charging 
an exorbitant amount for it  

• Oxygen may not be an issue as it was in the second wave, but hospitals and oxygen manufacturers say efforts should 
be made to ensure that oxygen crisis does not become a reality this time too  

• Trial of traditional Chinese medicine to treat COVID-19 claimed to be successful in Pakistan; India’s Gennova working 
on Omicron-specific vaccine which could be ready in a month or two 

 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Health services of major COVID-19 hospitals of Kathmandu impacted as healthcare personnel have been infected; ; 46 
staff members of Koshi Hospital, 120 healthcare workers of 4 big hospitals of Chitwan have tested positive  

• Government set to inoculate 5-11-year-olds against COVID-19, is in talks with Pfizer to buy 8 000 000 doses of their 
vaccine; schools to open for 4 days after 29 January to administer  

• COVID-19 vaccine Infection is surging but a large number of people not opting to test for COVID-19 assuming it is 
common cold; Dr Sher Bahadur Pun warns against ignoring viral symptoms; Omicron not the last variant of COVID-19 
as more people getting infected means more chances for the variant to mutate, according to virologist Dr Luna Bhatta 

 
 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The national active COVID-19 caseload of Nepal climbed to 39 044 on 18 January as 8 730 people tested positive for  
the infection in the past 24 hours, while the death toll reached 11624 as 1 fatality was recorded. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery 
rate stands at 94.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.4%. Currently, there are 100 individuals in various quarantine  
facilities across Nepal.2  

Nepal now has 12 districts that have over 500 active cases of the COVID-19 infection. Jhapa, Kavre and Makawanpur were 
added to the list on 18 January. The other districts include Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, Lalitpur, Chitwan, Morang, Kaski, Sunsari, 
Rupandehi, and Kailali.3 

A projection of the Ministry of Health and Population has stated that Nepal has to go through a difficult phase for a month from 
now onwards due to the Omicron variant of coronavirus. Nepal will record around 20 000 cases per day during the second 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Onlinekhabar 
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week of Magh (January-end-February), as per the projection. There will be around 10 000 symptomatic cases and more than 1 
000 will need hospital admission. Hospitals will face the most pressure during the third week of Magh (beginning of February).4  

Biratnagar, the capital of Province 1, is becoming the hotspot of COVID-19 infection in recent days. Nearly half of the total daily 
cases of infection where in the province are the citizens of Biratnagar. The infection was confirmed in 51.88% out of the total 
tests done on 18 January.5 

The COVID-19 infection has spread at the community level in the Sudurpashchim Province, as per Nirajan Dutta Sharma, 
senior physician of the Seti Provincial Hospital. One out of every 5 cases is testing positive for COVID-19, he said. If the public 
health protocols are not followed, the rate of infection will continue to increase and there will be a different situation by the third 
week of Magh (beginning of February).6  

The rate of COVID-19 infection has started to increase in Nuwakot. From the healthcare workers to the staff rendering public 
services have been infected with COVID-19.7 

No preparations have been made to control the COVID-19 pandemic in Mahottari as of now. People are allowed to enter from 
India without any restrictions via Mahottari that has 13 checkposts and a shared 38 km open border with India. As there is no 
proper management of the commuting of people across the border, those infected with COVID-19 head to their destinations 
directly, increasing the risk of the spread of infection.8 

The local administration has banned the entry of people to Nepal from India and other countries as well as prevented people 
from going to India via the Kakarbhitta border checkpost except for emergency cases. The stringent measures have been put 
in place with the rapid spread of the COVID-19 infection in West Bengal of India.9  

A health desk and holding center has been set up at Simikot Airport of Humla with the rapid spread of the COVID-19 infection 
across the nation.10 

 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Ratopati 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Ratopati 
8 Setopati 
9 Setopati 
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BOOSTER DOSE 

At around 10 on 17 January morning, Suresh Rijal, a lab technician, reached Civil Hospital to get a booster shot against 
COVID-19. A line was already forming. He stood in the queue, but an official told him that he needed to get a token first. He 
went to get the token. “The official at the gate said 700 tokens had already been distributed in the morning and asked me to 
come early on Tuesday,” said Rijal, who returned from the same hospital on 16 January also after standing in queue for 3 
hours for the booster. “This is a fine example of mismanagement,” said a frustrated Rijal. “Now I will come for booster shots 
only after the crowd subsides.” Sarita Pokharel also stood in line for 2 hours at the Maternity Hospital after having returned 
from Civil Hospital where she had failed to get the booster shot. “When my turn came, the hospital staff said one needn’t wait 
in line for booster shots.” The Ministry of Health and Population had on 14 January decided to administer the booster shots to 
all frontline workers, and others. But the authorities failed to provide booster shots on 16 January citing lack of preparations. 
After widespread criticism, the government had assured to give the shots from 17 January onwards, but still many frontliners 
had to face hassles to get the shots. Dr Bidhan Nidi Paudel, Executive Director at Civil Hospital, said all this hassle had been 
caused due to the mismanagement of the government agencies.11  

Booster dose campaign against coronavirus has been affected due to lack of vaccines in Sudurpashchim. Additional vaccines 
have yet to reach the province. Rajendra Awasti at Health Supply Management Center said the vaccines had not reached the 
province even at the provincial government’s frequent requests. He said booster dose had become more important as cases of 
Omicron variant had started increasing.12 

The administration of the booster dose of vaccine against COVID-19 has not started in Sudurpashchim Province due to the 
delay in the supply of the vaccine from the central level. The booster doses reached the province on 18 January only.13 

The Ministry of Health and Population is providing booster dose against coronavirus at 19 vaccination centers in  
Kathmandu district.14  

The administration of the booster dose to frontliners began in different districts from 17 January. But the campaign has not 

 
10 Setopati 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 The Himalayan Times 
13 Ratopati 
14 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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begun in some provinces as the vaccine has not reached there yet.15 

The government is preparing to fix the new rate for PCR Test, which will be finalized by 18 January evening or 19 January, as 

per Roshan Pokharel, Health Secretary. This is being done after the parliament members raised question on the exorbitant 

price charged by private hospitals for the said test. 16 

President of the National Consumers’ Forum Prem Lal Maharjan has filed a complaint at the Office of the Prime Minister and 

Council of Minister demanding cancelation of the COVID-19 test charge. He filed the complaint stating that the consumers are 

being cheated in the name of Antigen and PCR tests.17 

As the coronavirus has gripped the country with doctors calling it the third wave driven by the same old devastating Delta and 

new Omicron variant, there are projections that the daily cases could reach as high as 20 000. The hospitalization rate has 

also been increasing. Oxygen manufacturers and hospitals in Kathmandu Valley say that despite the rise in the number of 

hospitalized coronavirus patients, demand for oxygen has not gone up and they don’t expect an oxygen crisis like the one the 

country experienced during the second wave. They, however, insisted that effort should be made to ensure that even a small 

chance of an oxygen crisis not turn into reality.18 

Pakistani health authorities on 17 January announced the completion of a successful clinical trial of Chinese traditional herbal 

medicine for treating COVID-19, as the South Asian nation enters a fifth wave of the pandemic driven by the Omicron variant. 

The Chinese medicine, Jinhua Qinggan Granules (JHQG) manufactured by Juxiechang (Beijing) Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, is 

already being used in treatment of COVID-19 patients in China. The trials were conducted on 300 patients who were treated at 

home and would work on mild to moderate COVID-19 cases, Dr Raza Shah, principal investigator in the trials, told reporters 

adding that the efficacy rate was around 82.67%. The trials were approved by the Drug Regulatory Authority Pakistan.19 

 
15 Kantipur 
16 Onlinekhabar 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 The Kathmandu Post 
19 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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India’s Gennova Biopharmaceuticals is working on an Omicron-specific COVID-19 vaccine candidate that could be ready in a 

month or two, a person with direct knowledge of the matter revealed. The source said the product might need a small trial in 

India before it could be rolled out as a booster or a standalone vaccine. 20 

The health services of major COVID-19 hospitals of the capital Kathmandu have been affected as healthcare workers are 

getting infected. The daily service of the Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital has been affected with 200 staff there testing 

positive for COVID-19 as of 17 January.  Likewise, 102 healthcare workers have been infected at the Bir Hospital and 80 in 

Patan Academy of Health Sciences as of 17 January.21 

A total of 46 staff of Koshi Hospital, Biratnagar have tested positive for COVID-19. These include 25 healthcare workers.22 

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in more than 120 healthcare workers of 4 big hospitals of Chitwan — Bharatpur 

Hospital, Chitwan Medical College, Purano Medical College, and Cancer Hospital.23 

Public health experts had been urging the government to administer the booster dose immediately after the Omicron variant 

was seen in the country. The government however started administering the booster dose only from 16 January after lots of 

dilly-dallying. It takes 2 weeks for the vaccine to work properly and by then there is the possibility for a lot of healthcare workers 

to get infected, as per doctors. Many healthcare workers of the big hospitals of Kathmandu Valley have already been infected 

with COVID-19 — some are taking care of the patients in home isolation and others are visiting hospitals for the same despite 

being infected. Had the government given the booster dose on time, the healthcare workers wouldn't have been infected, this 

is injustice on the government’s part meted out to its citizens and healthcare workers, a nurse said.24 

The government is set to administer the vaccine against COVID-19 to children aged 5 to 11 as well. As such it has proposed to 

buy 8 000 000 doses of the vaccine from Pfizer, and the company has asked for a time of two months to make an agreement 

 
20 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
21 Nagarik 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 Onlinekhabar 
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on this, according to the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). The company will make a decision and complete the 

agreement within 2 months as it has expressed interest to provide the vaccine to Nepal, as per MoHP. 25 

Schools will be open for 4 days after 29 January for the vaccine against COVID-19 to be administered, according to Pradeep 

Koirala, Chief of the Disaster Risk Reduction Division of the Ministry of Home Affairs. The vaccination drive will be run in 

schools when they are open, as per Koirala.26 

The Education and Health Committee of the Parliament has advised the government to visit households and administer the 

vaccine against COVID-19 to citizens if needed. The chairperson of the committee Jayapuri Gharti also said that the committee 

has ordered a mandatory visit to households to administer the vaccine to the elderly, pregnant women, and differently-abled.27 

The pace of the vaccination drive against COVID-19 has to be increased to reduce human casualties caused by the infection, 

Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada said during a discussion with the Chief Minister of Madhesh Pradesh. He 

also expressed his concern regarding the delay in the vaccination drive in the districts of Madhesh and stated that the 

vaccination has not taken place as per the target.28  

The COVID-19 pandemic has been spreading rapidly across the nation, yet a large number of people are not testing for the 

virus as they think they have the common cold. Despite the number of people showing COVID-19-like symptoms increasing, 

the local levels, health offices, and administrations have not paid attention to increasing the tests.29 

Most COVID-19 infected are experiencing symptoms like headache and sore throat only in recent days, which are different 

from earlier symptoms. According to senior infectious disease expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, most people are not taking it 

seriously as there is no problem in the respiratory system. But ignoring viral symptoms can be dangerous, he warned.30 

 
25 Nayapatrika 
26 Onlinekhabar 
27 Onlinekhabar 
28 Baahrakhari 
29 Kantipur 
30 Nayapatrika 
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Omicron is not the last variant of COVID-19, and a new variant may be seen again, scientists have warned. The more people 

getting infected means there is more chance for the virus to mutate, as per virologist Dr Luna Bhatta. As the infection rate of 

the Omicron variant is high, its mutation will also be seen, she said. She also said that though the Omicron variant is less fatal 

as of present, research has shown that it will have a serious long-term impact — it will affect the brain of humans, and weaken 

a person like in the case of HIV infection. Due to this too, we cannot say what kind of new variant will be seen after the 

Omicron variant, she said.31  

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

HEALTH SECRETARY ON COVID-19 

The Ministry of Health and Population is against the lockdown, Health Secretary Roshan Pokharel told the Education and 
Health Committee of the parliament. We are only worried about the crowd, we are unable to control it, he said and added that if 
the crowd is controlled, we are against the lockdown.32 

Health Secretary Roshan Pokharel has said there is no record of nearly 2 000 000 to 2 500 000 doses of vaccine against 
COVID-19. The said amount of the vaccine is not in the record as some have not kept the record of the vaccines administered, 
he told the Education and Health Committee of the parliament.33 

Secretary at the Ministry of Health and Population Roshan Pokharel admitted that they have been unable to provide the risk 
allowance to healthcare workers for the last 6 months during a discussion related to the Omicron variant at the Education and 

 
31 Setopati 
32 Onlinekhabar 
33 Setopati 
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Health Committee of the parliament. Stating that the Ministry of Finance has not released the amount for the same, he 
requested the committee’s help to release the amount.34  

COVID-19: PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 

The three district administration offices of Kathmandu Valley have issued a 27-point order to practice caution amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The district administration offices of Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur have issued different orders 
that have banned all kinds of public gatherings, conferences, and mass rallies till 12 February. Seminars and other programs 
should be organized virtually, and if physical presence is required, there can’t be more than 25 people at a time. Likewise, 
dancer bars, cinema halls, health clubs, gyms have to be shut down till 29 January, among others. These orders are similar to 
the directives issued by the government a few days ago.35  

The District Administration Office Lalitpur has prohibited the people without masks to get on public vehicles. The drivers and 
helpers of the public vehicles can give them marks, charging a maximum of Rs 5 before allowing them on their vehicles.36 

The District Administration Office Kathmandu has told people to dispose of face masks only after 5 days. It has ordered all to 
keep the used masks in a plastic bag or dustbin for 5 days after use and then only dispose of them.37 

Kathmandu Valley has become the hotspot of COVID-19 infection and stringent measures have been introduced to control the 
infection. However, health protocols are being violated by everyone from the public to high officials including the ministers. 
President Bidhya Devi Bhandari and former king Gyanendra violated the protocols within 24 hours of the prohibitory orders 
being issued by the government. Likewise, the ministers are holding press meets and gatherings of more than 25 people, 
going against the orders. Likewise, the public health protocols are not being followed in public vehicles as well as in other 
public places.38 

 
34 Onlinekhabar 
35 Onlinekhabar 
36 Onlinekhabar 
37 Onlinekhabar 
38 Baahrakhari 
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Mayor of Kathmandu Metropolitan City (KMC) Bidhya Sundar Shakya said the public seemed careless about COVID-19 
despite a continuous appeal by the local and central governments to remain careful. I want to appeal to the residents of the 
KMC to be careful, he urged.39 

The government has made vaccination card mandatory to go out in public places. The meeting of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
during a meeting made the decision, effective from 21 January.40  

One must mandatorily show the vaccine card to avail the services in government offices of the district of Tanahun, effective 
from 21 January.41 

The Supreme Court has curtailed some of its regular services in view of the increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection  
in the country.42  

The Passport Division has suspended distribution of passports for now due to an increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection. 
The service has been stopped for all cases except for emergencies.43   

Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada has said the vaccination campaign against COVID-19 is  

the government’s top priority. “The government has the policy of taking ahead the vaccination program in a more effective 

manner in all 7 provinces by preparing a schedule.” He said there was no problem regarding the vaccination since 40 million 

doses of vaccines were in stock.44  

Mayor of the Kathmandu Metropolitan City Bidya Sundar Shakya has complained that the COVID-19 Crisis Management 

Center (CCMC) has not collaborated and coordinated with the local levels this time. It had coordinated with the local levels 

 
39 Baahrakhari 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Nagarik 
42 Baahrakhari 
43 Onlinekhabar 
44 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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during the first and second waves of the pandemic, he said and pointed out that though Kathmandu has become the hotspot of 

infections, the CCMC has not coordinated with them yet.45 

The free isolation and quarantine centers used during the first and second waves of the COVID-19 pandemic are in a ready 

state to be reused this time if needed, informed Bidya Sundar Shakya, Mayor of the Kathmandu Metropolitan City. We have 

discussed with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Nepal Army and different hospitals regarding the same, he informed.46 

The ventilator procured by the District Hospital Baitadi has not been used. It was installed last year with the increase in the 

cases of COVID-19 but has not come into operation yet due to a lack of trained manpower to operate it.47  

The Karnali provincial government has released Rs 70 000 000 for the control and containment of the third wave of COV ID-19 

pandemic. The amount will be used to buy a hearse, ambulance, managing isolation and quarantine facilities as well as for 

medical equipment among others.48  

Fearing the spike in the cases of COVID-19 across the country, the small traders are worried if the government will impose a 

lockdown, which will eventually make them suffer.49 

The world’s richest have become richer with the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in the world. However, the poor have 

been pushed further into poverty. A report of OXFAM has found that everyday 21 000 people are losing their lives due to their 

very low income.50 

 
45 Onlinekhabar 
46 Setopati 
47 Nagarik 
48 Nagarik 
49 Kantipur 
50 Annapurna Post 
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International News  

China is doubling down on its “zero-COVID” strategy, saying the spread of the potentially milder Omicron variant is no reason 
to lower its guard amid warnings of economic disruptions and even public unrest as lockdowns drag into a third year. The 
approach has kept infections at a minimum, but some experts warn that China could become the victim of its own success as a 
lack of exposure to COVID-19 over the last 2 years leaves it vulnerable to Omicron. That could prompt authorities to resort to 
ever more draconian measures, with more potential disruption of global supply chains.51  

Influenza has returned to Europe at a faster-than-expected rate this winter after almost disappearing last year, raising concerns 
about a prolonged “twindemic” with COVID-19 amid some doubts about the effectiveness of flu vaccines.52 

The global job market will take longer to recover than previously thought, with unemployment levels set to remain above pre-
COVID-19 levels until at least 2023 due to uncertainty about the pandemic’s course and duration, the International Labor 
Organization said in a report on 17 January. Disruptions are set to continue into 2023 when there will still be around 27 million 
fewer jobs, it said.53  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
51 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
52 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
53 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN19MM_114  
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