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“ESTABLISHING GLOBAL OPERATIONAL 

STANDARDS FOR INTERNATIONAL URBAN 

SEARCH AND RESCUE FROM COLLAPSED 

STRUCTURES” 

Arjun Katoch 

International disaster managers responding 
to earthquakes bemoan the multiplicity and wide 
range of professional capability, amongst 
responders professing to be USAR teams. In 
Bam, Iran during the 2003 earthquake 
approximately 1300 responders from 34 countries 
had arrived by day three. Normally the 
Government of the affected country has limited 
knowledge of the operational capabilities of 
teams that arrive. Coordination, which is difficult 
in a disaster, is made more so by numerous 
‘teams’ that arrive with scarcely any capability to 
assist. INSARAG, implementing UN General 
Assembly Resolution 57/150 of 16 Dec 2002 on 
“Strengthening the effectiveness and coordination 
of international urban search and rescue 
assistance”, addressed this situation by 
classifying USAR teams by operational capability 
in the INSARAG Guidelines as: 

� Light USAR teams - Teams that have the 
capability to assist with surface search and rescue. 
Light teams should not deploy internationally as 
they lack any additional operational capability to 
that available locally.  

� Medium USAR teams - Teams that have the 
operational capability to operate in collapsed 
buildings composed of materials other than 
reinforced concrete.  

� Heavy USAR teams - Teams that have the 
operational capability for difficult, technical search 
and rescue operations in collapsed multiple 
reinforced concrete structures.  

  INSARAG then established an independent, 
verifiable, voluntary, process to establish 
operational capability of USAR teams. Each 
international USAR team can now request the UN’s 
INSARAG Secretariat (FCSS/OCHA) for an 
external team of USAR experts to classify its 
operational capability. This external classification 
has already been requested by their Governments 
and completed for Hungary (2005), UK  and US 
Fairfax County USAR teams (2006) and the US 
Los Angeles County USAR team in 2007 with 
others scheduled for later in 2007 by FCSS.  
 

INSARAG has thereby created a system of 
verifiable global operational standards of 
international urban search and rescue teams. This 
will enable disaster-affected countries to accept 
and support emergency response only from those 
who can add proven value to their domestic 
capacity. 
 
Arjun Katoch is the Chief of the Field Coordination 
Support Section and the Secretary of INSARAG, 
both part of the Emergency Services Branch of the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs. 
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Southern Africa 
 

 
Flooding caused many thousands of people across the region to loose 
their homes, livelihoods and assets – Source: François Goemans ECHO 

 
Earlier and heavier rains than usual coupled 
with an unprecedented series of cyclones 
and tropical storms caused extensive 
flooding in several countries across the 
region. Countries affected included Angola, 
Malawi, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  
 
More than a million people were affected, 
losing their homes, crops and other assets 
as well as extensive damage to 
infrastructure. Humanitarian partners and 
local authorities quickly mobilized to jointly 
assess the needs and deliver urgent 
assistance to the most affected populations.  
 
Despite increased disaster emergency 
preparedness and response plans, the 
sheer magnitude of this year’s early rainy 
season stretched local authorities and 
humanitarian partners’ capacity to the limit. 
 
Cumulatively these natural disasters 
exhausted in-country resources and more 
than US$56 million was requested through 
the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) and the Flash Appeal to provide  

 
immediate life saving emergency supplies to 
the affected populations in Madagascar, 
Mozambique and Zambia. 
 
Given this region’s propensity for natural 
disasters combined with the extensive 
caseload of chronically vulnerable people, 
OCHA Regional Office South Africa will 
continue to focus on building the capacity of 
the region to respond quickly to rapid onset 
emergencies.  
  

Increased disaster preparedness and response spared thousands of 
lives and ensured that urgent assistance was provided to the affected 
populations – Source: François Goemans ECHO 
 
 

Worst hit countries 
 

Madagascar 
 

 
Photo: Dusan Zupka 

 

AFRICA 
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A string of severe cyclones and tropical 
storms over the past four months 
affected 450, 000 people and nearly 100 
people were killed. Persistent dry 
conditions in the country’s arid southern 
region has meant that 582, 000 people 
are food insecure. The Government 
launched a US$242 million appeal in 
response to Cyclones Bondo, Clovis and 
Favio. In support of the Government’s 
appeal, the UN and its humanitarian 
partners launched a Flash appeal for 
US$9.6 million in mid-March for the 
flood and cyclone affected population 
and US$ 4.5 million from the CERF to 
fund the priority needs in the Flash 
Appeal. In response to the request of 
the UN Resident Coordinator in 
Madagascar, OCHA Geneva deployed 
the Chief of the Surge Capacity Section 
to Madagascar from 21 March to 13 
April 2007 to provide strategic advice 
and assist the UN Resident Coordinator 
and the IASC Humanitarian Team in 
developing a coherent strategy to 
respond to a multiple crisis.  

 
 

Mozambique 
 

 
Thousands of people displaced by floods were relocated to 
accommodation centres - Source: François Goemans ECHO 

 
 
Heavy rainfall in January and the first half of 
February in Mozambique and neighbouring 
countries, led to flooding throughout the 
Zambezi river basin with an estimated 

285,000 people affected. Further south in 
the country, Cyclone Favio struck the 
province of Inhambane affecting another 
150,000 people. Infrastructure and 
thousands of hectares of crops were 
destroyed. In total more than 420,000 
people were affected by flooding and 
Cyclone Favio. In responding to the 
situation the country adopted the Cluster 
Approach to improve coordination efforts 
according to nine global sectors. A US$ 37 
million Flash Appeal was launched to 
provide life-saving emergency aid for six 
months to assist the affected people rebuild 
their lives. 
 

Zambia 
 
Excessive rainfall since December 2006 
caused widespread flooding displacing 
thousands of people, destroying crops, 
houses and public infrastructure. More than 
295,000 people’s lives and livelihoods are 
affected. A Flash appeal of US$8.8 million 
has been launched for the rehabilitation of 
homes, latrines, water wells, schools, 
clinics, roads and other infrastructure.  
 

Namibia: country’s worst floods 
in history 
 
The Zambezi River basin had a high inflow 
that led to serious flooding along the Caprivi 
Strip reaching 7.5 metres as compared to 
2.4 metres in February – the country’s worst 
floods in history were experienced at this 
time. More than 3,000 people were severely 
affected. The government and the UN 
country team quickly mobilized and 
responded to the  disaster using in-
country resources 
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Locusts alert 

 
In a new offensive against Desert Locust, 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) called on countries in northeast 
Africa to intensify surveys and control 
operations, particularly on the Red Sea 
coast of Eritrea and Sudan and in northwest 
Somalia.  
 
Locust infestation is also causing major 
concern in Timor Leste 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Disaster Preparedness and 
Contingency Planning  
 
The OCHA Dubai office assisted the UN 
Country Teams in Lebanon, Syria and 
Algeria in developing contingency plans. 
Scenarios were developed for a major 
natural disaster (an earthquake in all three 
countries) which included preparedness and 
response plans invoking the immediate 
formation of cluster coordination groups, 
cross-cutting groups such as logistics and 
communications, and information 
management services. The development of 
these plans led to an increased awareness 
amongst UN agency partners of the need to 

prepare, and in some instances, stockpile 
relief items. The next stage of the process is 
to involve government agencies and relief 
partners to better coordinate response 
activities and harmonise all contingency 
plans.  
 
 

OCHA Natural Disaster 
Response Tools  
 
In Kuwait, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and Qatar, OCHA 
Dubai met with officials of the Ministries of 
the Interior to discuss the development of 
rapid response teams for international 
deployment in an emergency. All four 
countries have either joined the 
International Search & Rescue Advisory 
Group (INSARAG ) or are in the process of 
doing so and the United Arab Emirates and 
Qatar have already established "heavy" 
Urban Search and Rescue Teams (USAR). 
Training for all the teams involves a strict 
adherence to the INSARAG International 
Guidelines for Search and Rescue. 
Briefings were also given by OCHA on the 
coordination roles of UNDAC in the initial 
response to a major earthquake, and 
candidates from the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar will participate in the next 
UNDAC training in April 2007. Furthermore, 
UAE has agreed to host a Civil Military 
Coordination course in December 2007, and 
Qatar has proposed their willingness to do 
likewise in 2008. This greater engagement 
in the region contributes to an increasing 
awareness of the need for preparedness for 
natural disasters and to a more effective 
response.  
 

Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) Early Action 
and Early Response Group  
 
An informal network has been established in 
the MENA region consisting primarily of 
Regional Disaster Response Advisors and 
other interested parties to communicate and 

MIDDLE EAST 

Middle East 
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share information on natural disasters (and 
complex emergencies) within the areas of  
 
responsibility. This group consists of WFP, 
WHO, UNICEF, UNHCR, FAO, IOM, BCPR, 
ISDR and OCHA, and the group meets 
twice a year. The last workshop was held in 
Dubai on March 29th and 30th to coincide 
with the Dubai International Humanitarian 
Aid and Development conference. 
Furthermore, regular teleconferences are 
held to discuss specific issues such as the 
humanitarian crisis in Iraq. The group has 
also participated in joint missions such as 
facilitating a contingency planning exercise 
in Lebanon, and plans to increase the areas 
of collaboration and cooperation in the 
future.  
 
 
 

 
 

Afghanistan Floods  
 

Heavy rains, aggravated by rapidly melting 
winter snows, caused destructive flooding 
across Afghanistan in March. The disasters 
killed at least 83 people and damaged 
hundreds of houses across a third of 
Afghanistan's provinces. Relief efforts 
reached an estimated 4,500 families, or 
over 20,000 people, affected by the floods 
and avalanches. Floods also hit the capital, 
Kabul, and cut off major highways, 
hampering relief efforts. The Government of 
Afghanistan declared humanitarian 
emergencies in 13 of its 34 provinces and 
requested urgent assistance from the 
international community. Relief efforts were 
led  by the Provincial Disaster Management 
Committees, UNAMA, UN agencies and 
international NGOs under the leadership of 
Vice President Khalili and the National 
Emergency Response Commission.  
 

 
 

 
Jakarta Floods  

 

Distribution of non-food items to children affected by floods – 

photo: OCHA Indonesia Office 

 
 

 
Following days of heavy rains, Jakarta and 
the neighbouring provinces of West Java 
and Banten were hit by major floods in early 
February, claiming 79 lives.  More than 
145,000 houses, 500 schools and hundreds 
of other public facilities were damaged.  
Almost 600,000 people were directly 
affected and had to relocate temporarily to 
other alternate shelters.  For some days, 
Jakarta was almost paralyzed and 
continued affected for some weeks as 
nearly 70% of the urban area was covered 
by floods, with water levels reaching up to 2 
metres in some areas.  Through the 
Emergency Response Fund (ERF) 
mechanism, OCHA channeled more than 
USD 260,000 to five local and international 
NGOs for the provision of food and non-
food items, health services, and support to 
clean up activities in the affected areas.  
The available funds were a generous 
contribution from HRH Prince Al-Waleed of 
the Royal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  OCHA 
also channelled more than USD 1’200,000 
to UN Agencies (USD 360,014 to UNICEF, 
USD 250,000 to WFP, USD 500,000 to 
WHO and USD 110,030 to IOM) through the 
Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF), for the provision of food and non-

ASIA-PACIFIC 
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food items, essential health services and 
control of communicable diseases, and 
support to clean up activities.   
 

 
Distribution of community cleaning kits – Photo OCHA 
Indonesia Office 

 

East Nusa Tenggara Floods 
 

The Manggarai District of the East Nusa 
Tenggara Province was also hit by flash 
floods and landslides on 2 March, triggered 
by days of torrential rains.  The flashfloods 
caused the death of 69 persons; while 
another 26 people were reported missing.  
More than 1,800 houses and a number of 
public facilities were also damaged.  The 
local government was able to provide 
sufficient support for the IDPs even though 
difficulty of access to the affected areas 
hampered quick relief efforts.  UNICEF also 
distributed high protein biscuits and non-
food items to 200 affected households in 
five of the landslide-affected sub districts.  
Considering the high vulnerability of these 
areas, the local government intends to 
relocate about 3,500 households.    
 

Distribution of family cleaning kits – Photo: OCHA Indonesia 
Office 

 

West Sumatra Earthquake 

 
A strong earthquake measuring 5.8 on the 
Richter scale struck West Sumatra Province 
on 6 March, affecting ten districts or 
municipalities.  A total of 67 persons died, at 
least 800 persons were injured, and 
140,000 persons had to leave their homes.  
Almost 20,000 houses and hundreds of 
schools, places of worship, offices and 
public facilities were in all destroyed.  Even 
though physical damages were significant, 
the number of casualties was considered 
relatively low, highlighting the linkage of this 
with the preparedness level of the 
population for such kind of disasters.    
 
During 2005 – 2006, the UN Technical 
Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) conducted Disaster Management 
and Contingency Planning Exercises in five 
shoreline districts in West Sumatera.  The 
exercises discussed concerted efforts on 
emergency responses (e.g. coordination 
between provincial and district disaster 
management agencies, development of 
evacuation routes, provision of emergency 
public facilities) based on specific agreed 
scenarios, including earthquake and 
tsunami.  Relevant government institutions, 
UN agencies, community leaders, the 
Indonesian Red Cross, Universities, and 
NGOs participated in those exercises, which 
complemented local government and 
NGOs’ disaster preparedness efforts in 



 
 

OCHA- NATURAL DISASTER BULLETIN – N°7 
 

- For use of media information not an official record - 7

West Sumatera.  Disaster preparedness 
efforts continue taking place in the province, 
including disaster education trainings for 
communities.   
 
 

Disaster Preparedness 
Efforts in Indonesia   

 

Inter-Agency Contingency 
Planning  
 

An Inter-Agency Contingency Planning 
Exercise was held in January with the 
participation of UN agencies, NGOs and 
members of the Red Cross Family. The 
main objectives and outcomes of the 
exercise focused on: a) agreements on 
scenarios and planning assumptions 
describing basic needs and humanitarian 
implications; b) agreements on areas and 
objectives of response, i.e. Clusters in 
which IASC members will be active; c) 
define overall coordination arrangements; 
and d) agreements on responsibilities for 
follow up.  The participants discussed likely 
scenarios that would require international 
assistance: natural disasters, avian 
influenza and conflict, with their own 
assumptions and expected responses.   
 
Participants agreed upon coordination 
mechanisms between the UN, NGOs and 
the Red Cross Movement and response 
plans, which consider the implementation of 
the cluster approach.  IASC participants at 
the inter-agency exercise also agreed upon 
the need for familiarization and training on 
Humanitarian Reform principles and Cluster 
Approach; the importance of Government 
participation in the process; the value of 
networking prior to the onset of the 
disasters, and the importance of extending 
discussions/methods to national NGOs.  
The document will be widely circulated 
among humanitarian actors and government 
once it is endorsed by the IASC at the 
country level.  
 
 

The 2nd Convergence 
Workshop 

The Government of Indonesia has 
embraced the Hyogo Framework for Action 
2005-2015: ‘Building the Resilience of 
Nations and Communities to Disaster’, and 
included Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in 
the national Development plan and as one 
of nine priorities of the development plan.  
In light of this development, the UN 
Technical Working Group in DRR held the 
2nd Convergence Workshop, which 
produced a “Who What Where” in DRR 
database.  The database has been shared 
with UN agencies, donors, and NGOs in 
April 2007, and will also be used by the 
Government for its Country Report on HFA 
Implementation.   
 
The Indonesian National Disaster 
Management Agency (BAKORNAS PB) and 
OCHA held a Disaster Management and 
Response workshop from 25 to 26 April 
2007 in Makasar, South Sulawesi.  
Participants will include senior disaster 
managers and key members of BAKORNAS 
PB and Provincial Disaster Management 
Agency (SATKORLAK PB) from 11 disaster 
prone provinces in the eastern part of 
Indonesia. This workshop aimed at 
enhancing knowledge and skills of 
government senior disaster managers on 
disaster coordination, assessments, 
information management, resource 
mobilization, and civil-military relations;  
enhancing knowledge of government senior 
disaster managers on international 
response coordination mechanisms, 
including the humanitarian reform policy and 
the implementation of the Cluster Approach; 
and producing an outline of coordination, 
preparedness and response mechanisms 
that would guide national and international 
disaster response efforts in Indonesia. 
 
 
With funding from the Emergency Response 
Fund (ERF) mechanism, MPBI, a local 
NGO, and BAKORNAS PB will conduct 
between May and June 2007 a series of 
workshops on Disaster Management and 
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Contingency Planning in seven districts in 
the coastline areas of Java.  These areas 
were affected on 17 July 2006 by an 
earthquake and an ensuing tsunami, which 
claimed 600 lives.  That event highlighted 
the need to provide disaster preparedness 
capacity building to communities in such 
highly disaster prone areas in the southern 
part of Indonesia.  
 

 
El Nino & the 2007 Atlantic 
hurricane season  
 

 
Photo: ROLAC 

 
The "El Niño" phenomenon in 2006-2007 
has affected various countries in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. It has impacted 
vast areas of land in Andean countries like 
Bolivia, Peru, as well as Brasil and 
Argentina with increased rainfall, flooding 
and mudslides while countries in Central 
America like Costa Rica, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua have been 
affected by drought. Weather scientists 
expect current El Niño conditions to 
dissipate by the active part of the 2007 
Atlantic basin hurricane season. Current 
weather forecasts indicate the development 
of "La Niña" therefore scientific institutions 
like CIIFEN and NOAA continue to monitor 

the situation during the next months. 2007 
weather predictions indicate the Atlantic 
hurricane season will be more active than 
the average 1950-2000 season.  It is 
estimated that 2007 will have about 7 
hurricanes (average is 5.9), 14 named 
storms (average is 9.6), 70 named storm 
days (average is 49.1), 35 hurricane days 
(average is 24.5), 3 intense (Category 3-4-
5) hurricanes (average is 2.3) and 8 intense 
hurricane days (average is 5.0). 
Probabilities for at least one major hurricane 
(Cat. 3, 4 or 5) to make landfall on 
Caribbean coastal areas are above-
average.    
 

Bolivia floods 
 

Ph Photo: ROLAC 

 
In February 2007, an UNDAC team of 8 
members was deployed to Bolivia at the 
request of the UN system and national 
authorities to support coordination activities 
following severe floods that affected more 
that 350,000 people in 8 out of 9 
departments in Bolivia. The most affected 
regions were Beni and Santa Cruz. The 
UNDAC teams carried out initial evaluations 
and rapid needs assessments and 
supported information management 
activities in coordination with the 
departmental COEs (Emergency Operations 
Centers).  
 

AMERICAS 
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A UN Flash Appeal was launched among 
the international donor community for 9.2 
million in support of the Bolivian 
Government.  CERF funds for 2 million were 
approved for the implementation of initial 
Life-Saving Projects in Bolivia.  
 
 
The Risk, Emergency and Disaster Working 
Group for Latin America and the Caribbean  
(REDLAC), with OCHA serving as its 
Executive Secretariat, has developed an 
Inter-agency Rapid Needs Assessment 
Methodology tool. This tool is available in 
English and Spanish and is being promoted 
by regional REDLAC agencies to be used at 
the national level by the UN Emergency 
Technical Teams (UNETT), disaster 
management institutions, etc.  
 
The First Regional UN Emergency 
Technical Team (UNETT) meeting took 
place in Panama on March 6 to 8, 2007 
organized by OCHA Regional Office for 
Latin America and the Caribbean. Eleven 
countries from Latin America and the 
Caribbean participated as well as Regional 
UN offices (WFP, UNICEF, WHO, UN/AIDS, 
ISDR,UNDP), IFRC as well as 
NGOs(CARE,PLAN INTERNATIONAL).The 
objective was to train and improve the 
UNETT structure to strengthen national 
coordination mechanisms for better 
preparedness and response in case of 
natural disasters and crisis in the region. 
Participants were able to review and 
compare their roles during emergency 
response, identify coordination challenges 
and lessons learned from previous 
experiences in different countries and share 
most recent coordination tools and 
guidelines developed. The presentations, 
group action plans and materials shared 
during the 3-day workshop are available on  
 
OCHA Regional Office for Latin America 
and the Caribbean web page: 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid
=9848 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Laos – 

Children 

learning fire 

drill 

 

 
 
 
 
 
UNDAC ACTIVITIES  

 
Three UNDAC missions have taken place 
so far this year:  to Bolivia in 
February/March to assist the UN and 
national authorities with coordination 
following the extensive flooding which 
affected many parts of the country; to Laos 
in February, at the request of the 
Government and UN Resident Coordinator, 
to conduct a Disaster Response 
Preparedness Mission to evaluate national 
disaster response plans; and again to 

UNDAC – United Nations Disaster 
Assessment & Coordination  
 
INSARAG – International Search & 
Rescue Advisory Group 
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Bolivia in March for a Disaster Response 
Preparedness Mission to assist the national 
authorities and UN with evaluation of 
disaster response capabilities, with 
particular reference to the recent flooding. 
  

 

Bolivia Floods – photo: UNDAC team  

 
In addition, UNDAC teams were put on 
standby for the flooding in Jakarta, and the 
earthquake in Padang, Indonesia and offers 
of assistance were made for the 
cyclones/flooding in southern Africa and 
Madagascar.  However, teams were not 
required to deploy on these occasions. 

 
 

INSARAG ACTIVITIES 
 

In January, OCHA, as INSARAG 
secretariat, undertook a USAR (urban 
search & rescue) classification exercise of 
the Los Angeles County Fire Department 
USAR team, one of two US teams with 
capacity to respond to major international 
disasters.  During the exercise, the team 
demonstrated its ability to meet the 
requirements for classification as a “Heavy” 
rescue team as laid down in the 2006 
INSARAG Guidelines.  This classification 
information allows the national authorities of 
a disaster-affected country to identify USAR 
teams best able to meet their needs in the 
case of collapsed-structure emergencies 
such as earthquakes and explosions. 
 

Photo: FCSS 
 
OCHA also organized a meeting of donor 
countries to follow-up on the INSARAG 
USAR evaluation mission to Pakistan which 
took place following the 2005 earthquake 
and which assessed USAR capabilities and 
development requirements. 
 
An INSARAG USAR Team Leaders meeting 
took place in New Delhi in March, hosted by 
the National Disaster Management Authority 
of the Government of India.  The meeting 
updated USAR Team Leaders from around 
the world on latest INSARAG developments 
and activities, including the USAR team 
classification process, and the suggested 
USAR Field Operations Guide.  Also in 
March, an INSARAG awareness training 
course was held in Greece, hosted by the 
General Secretariat of Greek Civil 
Protection, in which Turkish and Greek 
participants were trained in UN and 
INSARAG methodology. The workshop was 
conducted in the context of the 
establishment of the Joint Hellenic-Turkish 
Stand-by Disaster Response Unit.  
 
The UNDAC Advisory Board took place in 
Geneva on 19-20 February with 
participation of UNDAC Focal Points from 
41 Governments and Organizations 
members of the UNDAC system, as well as 
UNDAC technical partners.  The Board 
heard briefings on UNDAC activities during 
the past year and discussed new 
developments.  A Summary of Guidance for 
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2007 was endorsed by the Advisory Board 
to set future directions. 

 
Events 
 
The 2007 UNDAC Africa-Europe Induction 
Course took place in April in Switzerland 
with participants from Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East, as well as OCHA, UN 
agencies and other international 
organizations. 
 
In addition, an International Humanitarian 
Partnership (IHP) Review Conference will 
take place in Denmark to agree future 
directions for the International Humanitarian 
Partnership, a consortium of countries 
which support UNDAC missions with flexible 
support modules ranging from one-person 
communications support through to 90-
person base camps.   
 
 

Photo: FCSS 

 
A meeting of GDACS (Global Disaster Alert 
& Coordination) stakeholders also took 
place in April to discuss new developments 
and set future directions for this web-based 
information management platform.  GDACS 
(www.gdacs.org) combines disaster-related 
information from a number of tools and sites 
to provide disaster managers with a single 
integrated hub for retrieval and exchange of 
operational information following disasters. 
 

In May, the INSARAG Americas Regional 
Meeting will take place in the Dominican 
Republic, followed by a meeting of the 
INSARAG Steering Committee which will 
bring together INSARAG focal points from 
around the world. 
 
In June, a USAR classification exercise of 
the Netherlands USAR team will be taking 
place, as well as UNDAC Team Leader 
training and an IHP Camp Managers 
Course. 
 
 
 

 
 

First session of the Global 
Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, 5-7 June, Geneva 
 
This first session of the Global Platform will 
provide the opportunity for Governments 
and other stakeholders to share experience 
and assess progress in the implementation 
of the Hyogo Framework for Action.  
Governments will participate mainly through 
their focal point for the implementation of 
the Hyogo Framework and national platform 
for disaster risk reduction.  Other 
stakeholders participating in the session 
include international and regional 
organizations, as well as civil society. 
 
Through Governments and stakeholder 
interventions and a high level dialogue, the 
first day of the session will make the social 
and economic case for disaster risk 
reduction, through the lens of two major 
factors of risks, namely climate change and 
urban development.  On the second day of 
the session workshops will provide the 
opportunity to countries and organizations 
to exchange experience around the theme 
'Disaster Risk Reduction as a National 
Priority. The preparations of these 
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workshops are being facilitated by the World 
Bank, UNDP, IFRC and other partners.  
Sectoral perspectives will also be 
addressed, with a focus on education, 
facilitated by UNESCO on behalf of the 
thematic cluster/platform on Knowledge and 
Education; health facilitated by WHO; the 
environment, facilitated by UNEP and IUCN 
on behalf of the Environment and Disaster 
Working Group; and disaster management 
and preparedness facilitated by UN/OCHA. 
The third day will focus on assessing 
progress in the implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework and discussing priorities for 
action at various levels, including in 
thematic areas of work, for example early 
warning system and effective disaster 
recovery. 
 

Side events, organized by partners, will 
present initiatives and good practices.  
Finally, to complement the programme, a 
disaster risk reduction fair will allow partners 
to present publications and posters.  The 
organizers are making efforts to promote a 
carbon neutral event, offsetting greenhouse 
gas emissions related to travel and the 
venue, as well as using recycled material for 
the documentation.  All participants are 
encouraged to contribute to this effort.   

 

For more information please consult 
www.preventionweb.net/globalplatform. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
BOLIVIA floods Flash Appeal - USD 9.2 
million   

 
MOZAMBIQUE floods and cyclone Flash 
Appeal – USD 37.6 million 
 
MADAGASCAR floods Flash Appeal – 
USD 14.9 million 
 
ZAMBIA floods Flash Appeal – USD 8.9 
million 

 
 

 
 
 
MOZAMBIQUE floods - USD 11.2 million 
 
BOLIVIA floods - USD 2 million 
 
MADAGASCAR floods – USD 1.2 million 
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In 2006 there were 426 reported natural 
disasters that killed more then 23,000 
people, affected 143 million others and were 
the cause of more then 34.6 billion USD in 
economic damages. The 2006 figures 
showed a strong increase in the occurrence 
of floods with 235 reported, which 
accounted for 55 % of all disasters 
registered. 
 

Human impact in 2006: 
 
10 most affected countries 

 

Number of people killed 
Number killed / 100,000 

inhabitants 

Indonesia 7,511 Belgium 9.02 

Philippines 2,984 Netherlands 6.14 

China 2,109 Philippines 3.59 

India 1,611 Indonesia 3.37 

France 1,402 France 2.25 

Netherlands 1,000 Burundi 1.88 

Ethiopia 951 Latvia 1.73 

Belgium 940 Ukraine 1.73 

Ukraine 803 Afghanistan 1.28 

Viet Nam 579 Somalia 1.24 

 
 

 
 
Worldwide floods occurrence 
form 1960 to 2006 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This Bulletin covers the period: January 
2007 to April 2007 
 
More information can be found on relief 
Web, OCHA on line, and IRIN websites; 
 
www.reliefweb.int 
http://ochaonline.un.org  
www.irinnews.org 
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