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Somalia: Humanitarian Snapshot (October 2012)

Throughout October, Belet Weyne flood affected people received assistance in the 
form of food and water with the interventions reaching an estimated 18,000 
households affected and displaced across the district.  According to the flood task 
force, the situation is currently under control with limited gaps in sanitation 
requirements.  

The nutrition situation across most parts of Somalia has showed continued improvement since 
December 2011. There has been a reduction in cases of acutely malnourished children from 
323,000 to 236,000 between January and July 2012. The improved nutrition situation and 
reduced mortality rates are mostly attributed to increased milk availability and access to 
humanitarian support in the nutrition, food, and health sectors. 
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There were over 180 suspected cases of AWD/Cholera recorded in Lower Juba region which 
resulted in 18 deaths. The majority of the cases occurred in Badhaadhe district. Cholera cases 
were also confirmed in Afmadow district in Lower Juba and Badale village in Lower Shabelle. 
Health Cluster partners dispatched medical supplies and staff to respond to the situation. With 
conflict and consequent displacement ongoing and the onset of the short rains, the risk of 
sporadic cholera outbreaks in southern regions remains high.

Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD)/ cholera

Mogadishu

All roads leading to Hudur 
town were blocked by Al 
Shabaab limiting the 
movement of people and 
humanitarian supplies. This 
has resulted in  high food 
prices in the region
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Heavy rains reported in north-eastern 
Somalia on 25 October as tropical 
storm MURJAN passed the Horn of 
Africa leading to loss of lives and 
destruction of property. Two people 
were killed in Qandala district 
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The April to June 2012 Gu rains was 
generally below the long-term average
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The short rainy season (Deyr) began in mid-September 
and is expected to continue until December

Hagaa dry seasonJilaal dry season

Following the floods that occurred on 28 September, a joint UN mission to Belet Weyn on 8 October 
assed the magnitude of the damage caused by the flooding and the need for humanitarian assistance. 
The assessment identified clean water, food, shelter and sanitation as priority needs  and humanitarian 
assistance is being delivered to the affected people.

Humanitarian response to Belet Weyne

On 11 October, a fire broke out in Rigga camp for 
displaced people in Garowe rendering over 200 
families homeless. UN partners, ICRC and NGOs 
coordinated emergency response and ensured 
immediate humanitarian needs were met within 
the first 72 hours.

Kismayo

The food security situation in the 
coastal areas of Mudug and 
Galgaduud is in emergency phase due 
to successive poor rains coupled with 
widespread insecurity and trade 
disruptions

The river level and flood water in Belet Weyne town has 
receded and most of the town is drying up except for few 
low lying areas that have trapped ponds.  However, the 
population has not yet returned yet due to the mud and 
filth as well as the fear of more floods following reports of 
heavy rains 

Belet Weyne

Over 400 displaced families were 
evicted from Hodan district in 
Mogadishu in October

Clashes between the African Union Mission In Somalia 
(AMISOM) and Al Shabab in the southern Somali port city of 
Kismayo displaced 14,000 people into the neighboring 
districts of Jilib, Jamame and Bu’aale in September. The 
majority of the movements started after AMISOM and the 
Somali National Security forces (SNF) advanced towards 
Kismayo in mid-September. 

The Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) indicates marked improvements in the 
food security situation across the country. About 2.12 million people will remain in acute food 
security crisis between August and December 2012, a 16 per cent reduction from the beginning 
of the year. This is attributed to sustained humanitarian actitities over the last year, improved 
food stocks, both at household and market levels following an exceptional Deyr harvest, 
improved milk availability and higher livestock prices in most pastoral areas. Despite these 
improvements, humanitarian assistance remains crucial between October and December to 
help food insecure people meet immediate food needs, protect livelihoods, and build resilience.

Food security

Hudur

October is usually the beginning of the Deyr rainy season, which lasts from October to November . 
However, the season started earlier this year with initial rains in the second half of September in the south 
and central zones including Hiraan, Middle and Lower Shabelle, Bay, Bakool and most parts of Galgaduud 
and Mudug.  The rains spread to the remaining areas of central and north eastern areas of Bari and Nugaal 
in the first half of October. The rainfall performance in October was generally good in most areas. Some 
areas recorded very heavy rains leading to flooding. During the second half of the month, the 
north-eastern coastline was hit by tropical storm Murjan, which led to loss of lives and destruction of 
property. Unconfirmed field reports estimate that 4,500 and 3,000 families were affected in Puntland and 
Somaliland, respectively. 

Onset of Deyr 2012 rainy season

QandalaBerbera

Areas affected by tropical storm

Over 3,000 families displaced by 
floods on 26 October in nine 
villages in  the Togdheer region
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The river level and flood water in Belet Weyne town has 
receded and most of the town is drying up except for few
low lying areas that have trapped ponds.  However, the
population has not yet returned yet due to the mud and
filth as well as the fear of more floods following reports of
heavy rains
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The food security situation in the
coastal areas of Mudug and
Galgaduud is in emergency phase due
to successive poor rains coupled with
widespread insecurity and trade 
disruptions

Over 400 displaced families were 
evicted from Hodan district in 
Mogadishu in October

Clashes between the African Union Mission In Somalia 
(AMISOM) and Al Shabab in the southern Somali port city of 
Ki di l d 14 000 l i t th i hb iKismayo displaced 14,000 people into the neighboring 
districts of Jilib, Jamame and Bu’aale in September. The 
majority of the movements started after AMISOM and the
Somali National Security forces (SNF) advanced towards
Kismayo in mid-September. 


