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Key findings 
• Food security was the main priority reported across the district, with significant losses of crops. Immediate 

short-term assistance as well as long-term livelihoods support will be required in the aftermath of the cyclone 

for affected populations. 

• A high number of houses were destroyed across the district. Shelter assistance and the provision of durable 

materials are required in order for affected populations to build back better1. 

• Access to health care is a concern due to the low prevalence of health facilities available in the district. 

 

  

The findings of this report are based on results from the Mozambique Rapid 

Assessment (MRA) tool, data from other rapid assessments, and secondary data, 

explored in response to Cyclone Idai. They were compared against baseline data 

provided by the Government of Mozambique (Ministry of State Administration and 

Instituto Nacional de Estatística) through the 2014 Gorongosa district profile 

(Ministry of State Administration, 2014). 

 

Access – About 112km of main roards, 83km of tertiary roads, and 97km of 

unclassified roads. Access is generally difficult, as much of its road network is 

impassable, however, all 10 locations surveyed were reported accessible at the 

time of the assessment (MRA 2019, Ministry of State Administration, 2014). 

# of postos: 3 

Total population: 182,226 (INE 2017) 

10 locations assessed 

 

Limitations 

The data forming the basis of this district profile was collected at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district level. Priority 

was given to Localidas/settlements with large population-estimates and a wide geographical representation was sought. However, 

harder to reach areas have been challenging to assess and as such, findings may not apply to areas inaccessible at the time of 

the assessment. Please note that findings are indicative and should not be taken to represent the whole District. 

Furthermore, the nature of key informant (KI) interviews presents limitations, such as variations in data quality and accuracy. In 

addition, key informants might not be aware of the needs faced by specific population groups.  

While reading this profile, please also consider that the situation is subject to frequent changes and that significant changes can 

occur within days at the early stage of an emergency response. Thus, the accuracy and usefulness of the information will decrease 

over time.  

 

                                                           
1 UNISDR defines ‘build back better’ as ‘The use of the recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction phases after a disaster to increase the 

resilience of nations and communities through integrating disaster risk reduction measures into the restoration of physical infrastructure 
and societal systems, and into the revitalization of livelihoods, economies and the environment’ (UNISDR).  

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
http://www.ine.gov.mz/operacoes-estatisticas/censos/censo-2007/censo-2017/divulgacao-os-resultados-preliminares-iv-rgph-2017/view
https://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/terminology


Mozambique EOC Assessment & Analysis Cell 

2 
 

WASH  
Based on 2014 governmental population data, 186 

water sources supply the whole district; a coverage 

rate of 67.1%. Out of these, 36 were built in 2011, 

and it is possible that WASH coverage has evolved 

since then. However, only 19% of the population 

has access to safe drinking water prior to the 

cyclone, due the lack of piper water installations (Ministry of State Administration, 2014). The MRA found that water 

sources before and after the cyclone remained unchanged for the most part, with 9 out 10 locations primarily relying 

on hand pumped borehole. Increased reliance on unimproved water sources or surface water was already quite 

prevalent cyclone. The most common coping mechanism following Cyclone Idai was to fetch water further away 

than usual. Distance was regularly flagged as a major obstacle to access water sources (MRA 2019). 

 

Key figures: 

• After the cyclone, 6 out of 10 locations reported relying on unimproved water sources or surface water as 

one of their main sources of water at the time of assessment, raising health concerns (MRA 2019). 

• Access to household latrines decreased in surveyed locations after the cyclone, from half the locations 

surveyed reporting them as the main type of latrines, to only 3 (MRA 2019). 

• Deterioration of sanitation facilities is further exemplified by the fact that open defecation was reported as 

the main type of latrine in 7 out of 10 locations surveyed after the cyclone (MRA 2019). 

• The majority of KI in locations surveyed indicated using certeza2 to treat water, but limited access to water 

purification products was regularly raised as a concern in surveyed locations (MRA 2019). 

 

 

Health  
The health network of the district includes 19 health 

units, including a hospital in Gorongosa town which was 

functioning at the time of the assessment. Service 

availability before the cyclone was already quite low, 

with one sanitary unit per 7,580 inhabitants, one doctor 

per 28,800 inhabitants, and one bed for 1,400 

inhabitants (Ministry of State Administration, 2014). Only 

Gorongosa hospital was reported to be functioning normally in locations surveyed, and the health facility in Nhaguo 

was reportedly destroyed according to KIs (MRA 2019). 

 

Key figures: 

• Malaria was reported in all surveyed locations, malnutrition in 6 out of 10, acute respiratory diseases in 5 

out of 10, and Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) in 3 out of 10 (MRA 2019). 

• 8 out of 10 locations report at least one functional health facility at the time of the assessment. Access to 

healthcare is reportedly very difficult in Tambarara and Nhambita, where patients have to walk on average 

4km to reach the nearest health facility (MRA 2019).  

• Level of staffing and supplies remained unchanged before and after the cyclone for most of the locations 

(MRA 2019). 

 

 

                                                           
2 Water treatment product consisting of diluted sodium hypochlorite solution 

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
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Education  

In 2014, there were 94 schools (including 89 primary schools) and 52 alphabetisation centres for adults in 

Gorongosa district. 63.2% of the population was illiterate, with an even higher percentage for women (81.5%). 51% 

of the population over 5 years old attended school, and attainment rate was around 20% of the population over 10 

years old having completed some form of education, usually primary (Ministry of State Administration, 2014). 

 

Key figures: 

• The government reports 17 out of 94 schools were affected, with 61 classrooms partially destroyed (INGC 

10/04/2019). 

• In 6 locations out of 10, most children (51% - 100%) were attending school in surveyed locations after 

cyclone. In 3 locations, about half (26% - 50%) were attending school. Not a single location reported 

attendance levels below 25% (MRA 2019). 

• Child marriage was cited as a reason for girls not attending school after the cyclone in 3 locations out of 

10. During past disasters in Mozambique, child marriage has been used as a negative coping mechanism 

for families to have less people within the household, or to collect money from the dowry (MRA 2019, CARE 

29/03/2019). 

 

Agriculture and food security   
An estimated 14,448 hectares of cultivated land 

was affected according to Government sources, 

and crop land was flooded in 8 surveyed 

locations out 10, 3 of which were still flooded at 

the time of the assessment (MRA 2019, INGC 

10/04/2019). Agriculture in Gorongosa district is 

for the most part manual, smallholder family 

farms. Agricultural production is usually deficient, and the region’s vulnerability to natural disasters (both drought 

and sudden-onset), and pest hampers agricultural production. Moreover, the risk of crop failure is high due to the 

dry conditions. The main food crops cultivated are corn, sorghum, millet, cassava and beans. The main cash crop 

is cotton (Ministry of State Administration 2014).  

 

Key figures: 

• 9 locations out of 10 reported crop losses. Cash crops were more severely affected, with 7 locations 

reporting having lost between half and all their cash crops (MRA 2019). The situation is particularly 

challenging in Tambarara and Nhaguo villages, where expected access to farmland in the next two weeks 

was reported impossible, which coincided with the planting window (MRA 2019). 

• Only 4 out of 10 locations reported having food stocks after the cyclone (MRA 2019). 

• KIs in the majority of surveyed locations (9) reported over 50% of the population was able to cook food 

and boil water (MRA 2019). 

• 8 out of 10 locations recorded loss of poultry (MRA 2019). 

 

Shelter and NFIs  
Cyclone Idai completely destroyed some 2,176 houses in Gorongosa according to government figures, and KIs in 

surveyed locations reported at least some damaged houses in 6 locations, and completely destroyed houses in 7. 

The main needs identified through the MRA regarding shelter were durable construction materials to rebuild 

destroyed or damaged houses (MRA 2019, INGC 10/04/2019). Gorongosa district is overwhelmingly rural, with an 

urbanisation rate of 16%, concentrated in Gorongosa town and its periurban surroundings. The main type of 

housing present in the district are huts (87%), that are particularly vulnerable to sudden-onset disasters. Mixed 

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Regional-RGA-Cyclone-Idai-29032019.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Regional-RGA-Cyclone-Idai-29032019.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
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houses (made from both durable and plant-based materials) represent 11% of housing (Ministry of State 

Administration 2014).  

 

Key figures: 

• 4 of the locations surveyed reported shelters being flooded immediately after the cyclone, however, none 

were still flooded at the time of the assessment. On 30 March, OCHA was reporting that waters were still 

rising in the Cheringoma Plateau in Gorongosa National Park but results of the MRA seem to indicate that 

the water has since receded (MRA 2019, OCHA 30/03/2019). 

• 7 locations out of 10 reported people staying with host families, and almost all locations except one 

indicated that people were sleeping out in the open (MRA 2019). 

• Electricity is a major concern is 6 locations out of 10, where no one has access to more than 6 hours of 

electricity per day (MRA 2019). 

  

 

Markets  
Following Cyclone Idai, markets were functioning as 

normal in only 3 locations, but not fully in 6. In Nhambita, 

the market was reportedly not functioning at all. Market 

disruptions along with the loss of crops is negatively 

impacting purchasing power and access to food, and the 

variety and quantity of produce available are much less 

than usual (MRA 2019).Although most products are traded 

on markets within the district, Gorongosa maintains trade links with other districts and provinces in the country; 

Maputo, Beira, Dondo, and Chimoio in particular (Ministry of State Administration 2014). All locations reported having 

functioning markets prior to the cyclone (MRA 2019).  

 

Key figures: 

• 7 out of the 10 locations surveyed reported less than 50% stocks after the cyclone (MRA 2019).  

• Price of petrol has increased in 7 out of 10 locations, salt in 5 out of 10. Items such as maize grains and 

peas have also suffered price rises in some surveyed locations (MRA 2019). 

 

Protection  
An increase in concerns about personal safety was 

reported in 7 locations out of 10 after the cyclone. 

Disruption of the basic service facilities caused by the 

cyclone forces residents of Gorongosa district to walk long 

distances, in particular to fetch water, exposing them to 

protection risks. Furthermore, separated children were 

identified in 4 of the locations surveyed, while child-headed 

household and children not being able to access services 

due to disability were found in 3 locations. Finally, in 7 out of 9 locations, lack of identification documents was 

flagged as a problem, which could end up bringing about issues regarding land and private property ownership in 

the future (MRA 2019). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Gorongosa.pdf
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Access to information   
Approximately 37.6% of the population of Gorongosa district understands Portuguese, predominantly men. 

According to government figures from 2014, only 25.2% of women and girls over the age of 5 understand 

Portuguese (Ministry of State Administration, 2014).  This is likely to create additional obstacles for woman to access 

information about the response and aid. All locations reported having access to information on the response to the 

cyclone, and 7 out of 10 on current and future assistance. 8 locations out of 10 reported receiving information from 

aid providers, but in only one location was this information clear. In 5 locations, information was reportedly unclear, 

and in 2 other, it was not shared in the right language (MRA 2019). 

 

  

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Chibabava.pdf
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Methodology   
 

The primary data forming the basis of this district profile was collected between 15 April and 16 April using the 

Assessment Working Group Mozambique Rapid Needs Assessment Tool (MRA) endorsed by the INGC. KoBo 

Toolbox was used for data collection. 

 

Data was collected by REACH and data collection partners at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district 

level. Localidas/settlements were selected for data collection based on those with the largest populations and wide 

geographic representation was aimed for as much as possible.   

 

This profile was produced once at least 25% of Localidas/settlements (ADMIN 4) within all Postos (ADMIN 3) were 

covered by the data collection, although a lower coverage was accepted in cases of time-constraints, lack of access 

or capacity issues. 

 

Collected data was cleaned, summarized, mapped and compared by REACH and ACAPS with findings from other 

rapid assessments and field visits. Data was then shared with sectoral experts and staff with local knowledge, and 

jointly interpreted, before the final product was published. 
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