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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical 10 16 19 
Programme 9 20 28 
Source: OCHA South Kordofan 3W (June 2022)  

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  272,923 2.9M 
Refugees  40,793 1.2M 
Returnees  78,638 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 504,638 9.3M 
Total  896,992 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  78,000 kmP

2 
 
South Kordofan in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 2 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 95 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 86.9% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 49.2% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 46.7% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  40.6% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 16.3% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 89,055 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022) 620,999 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in South Kordofan with access to improved drinking water  60.1% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June - September 2022  
31%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 17 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
673,757 

in 17 localities 

423,291 
in 17 localities 

197,708 
in 17 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information:
Dickson Aduwo, Head of Sub-office, Kadugli, South Kordofan 
Email: aduwod@un.org 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
South Kordofan lies in the southern part of Sudan. It 
borders West Kordofan, North Kordofan, and White Nile 
states and shares an international border with South 
Sudan. Its state capital is Kadugli town. Fighting 
between Government forces and the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) erupted in the 
state in June 2011, displacing people within the state 
and across the border into neighbouring South Sudan. 
Sporadic fighting continued until 2016. Since the 25 
October 2021 military coup, there have been reports of 
military movements in readiness for any aggression. 
There are three camps, 133 neighbourhoods and 101 
villages in the state hosting displaced people, according 
to IOM Mobility Tracking Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
Conflict, food insecurity, and the availability of basic 
services are the main drivers of humanitarian needs in 
South Kordofan. Most of the displaced people in the 
state live within host communities. Conflict has 
impacted livelihoods (South Kordofan continues to face 
high levels of food insecurity) as well as the availability 
of services such as education, clean water, and 
healthcare. The commitment of the Government of 
Sudan to the peace talks in Juba with the SPLM-N Al-
Hilu remains uncertain with the resignation of Sudanese 
Prime Minister, Hamdouk on 2 January 2022.   
Population movements and market access between 
SPLM-N and government-controlled areas continue.   

 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• About 897,000 people (IDPs, returnees, 
refugees and vulnerable residents) need 
humanitarian assistance in the state, 
according to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs 
Overview (HNO). 

• According to the latest Sudan Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 
analysis, there are about 621,000 people—31 
per cent of the people in the State—in crisis 
and above levels of food security between 
June and September 2022, according to the 
latest Sudan Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis. 

• About 89,000 people in the state are 
malnourished (2022 HNO).  

 
Humanitarian Response 

• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In South Kordofan, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to about 470,000 

people, which is 63 per cent of the people 
targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment 

• There are significant gaps between 
humanitarian needs, requirements, and 
response, especially in critical areas such as 
protection, nutrition, water, sanitation, health, 
and food security. These gaps are mainly 
associated with a shortage of funding and a 
lack of implementing partners. However, 
since the beginning of 2020, at least ten 
international NGOs (INGOs) initiated projects 
in the state. Most of these INGOs were 
expelled in 2009 by the former government of 
Al Bashir. Some of the national NGOs that 
were suspended in 2020 resumed operations 
in the state following the decision of local 
authorities to review the previous decree.  

• Food security and shelter and non-food items 
gaps have increased as sectors were delayed 
in the prepositioning of supplies in hard-to-
reach areas, ahead of the rainy season.  

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact program implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

• Access to government-controlled areas 
improved with the announcement of new travel 
procedures in October 2019. However, as is the 
case throughout Sudan, some challenges due 
to bureaucratic impediments remain, including 
delays in travel permits and securing technical 
agreements to implement projects. In recent 
months, there have been increased 
bureaucratic impediments namely; interest in 
participation in humanitarian activities including 
assessments as well as demand on incentives 
for services. The line ministries and other 
government agencies have sought support 
from humanitarian organisations without 
consideration of technical agreements and 
budget provisions. 

• Access to areas under SPLM-N control has 
also significantly improved.  Crossline 
humanitarian access to SPLM-N controlled 
areas resumed in 2021, after more than ten 
years of isolation. There has been notable 
progress to open humanitarian corridors to 
deliver life-saving and life-sustaining 
assistance however, this has declined following 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
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the 25 October 2021 military coup. UN 
international staff are allowed to travel from 
Sudan and South Sudan into the non-
governmental territories and, additional access 
opened in coordination with UNMAS between 
April and May 2021. Humanitarian flights now 
take place between Kadugli and Kauda though 
with some delays or cancellations due to lack of 
clearance by authorities. Nevertheless, no 
Sudanese nationals can cross into non-
government-controlled areas. Sudanese staff 
may be hired locally from within the territories.  

• Some progress has been made on the 
registration and verification of IDPs and 
refugees in the state. However, it currently is 
not possible for aid organisations based in 
Sudan to independently assess the needs of 
people in SPLM-N controlled areas. The free 
population movement between SPLM-N 
controlled areas, and the Government of Sudan 
has facilitated access to basic services, 
especially health, in Government areas. 

• Following the military coup, a committee was 
established by the state on 21 November 2021 
to evaluate the performance of national and 
international organizations. So far, there are no 
new procedures, however, local authorities 
have reverted to procedures that were 
operational in 2018. 

 
Humanitarian Issues 
Floods 

• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 
9,950 people in eleven localities in the state as 
of 31 August 2022. Government authorities 
(Humanitarian Aid Commission and Ministry of 
Irrigation) and humanitarian partners report that 
835 homes have been destroyed and 1,155 
have been damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities.      

Insecurity 
• In 2022, tribal conflict has been witnessed in the 

localities of Rashad, Abu Jubayha and Ghadeer 
as well as in Kadugli. A similar conflict in 2021  
led to the displacement of over 13,000 people. 
Prospects for conflict remain high due to 
ongoing mobilization of different communities 
as well as state and non-state armed actors. 

• There have been tensions due to increased 
attacks on traders and trucks by armed gangs 
along the road from Kadugli to neighbouring 
markets. 

 
Humanitarian Funding 

• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 

 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

