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Southern Africa observes a poor start to the rainy season, while high flood risk persists across East Africa

1.   Heavy rainfall triggered 
flooding in Accra, Ghana 
last week. 

2.   Rising water levels in the Ubangui River triggered flooding 
along the river basin into northern and western DRC 

3.   Heavy rainfall during the past couple of months has 
significantly raised water levels in the Nile River and its 
tributaries in Sudan and South Sudan triggering floods.

4.   Several weeks of heavy rainfall has triggered flooding in parts 
of Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia. High risk for flooding persists 
along the Shabelle River in Somalia next week.

5.   A locust warning has been issued for parts of Ethiopia, 
specifically in Tigray, Amhara, Afar, Diredawa and Oromia regions

6.   A poor and late start to the rainfall season across parts of South 
Africa and Lesotho has resulted in abnormal dryness.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall persists across East Africa
Last week, heavy rainfall continued over DRC and Somalia, with 
the heaviest amounts around Lake Victoria, Somalia, and northern 
Ethiopia. Much of northeastern DRC, Uganda, central Kenya 
and central Somalia also received moderate amounts of rainfall 
(Figure 1). Meanwhile, Sudan and northern Sudan experienced 
dry conditions. Near or slightly above-normal rainfall persisted 
across the southern tier of Ethiopia. Eastern Tanzania received little 
rainfall after heavy rains had previously affected the region.

Several consecutive weeks of heavy rainfall since early October 
have caused flooding and rising river levels across the region. 
Flooding is particularly concerning along the Shabelle in southern 
Somalia and the Nile River and its tributaries in Sudan and South 
Sudan. Southern Ethiopia, southern Somalia, Kenya, and parts 
of South Sudan have experienced between 4 to 6 consecutive 
weeks of above-normal rainfall (Figure 2). Several parts of Kenya 
and southern Somalia have even received 2-3 times the normal 
amount of rainfall for this period.

Next week, heavy rainfall is expected to continue over Ethiopia 
and Somalia, increasing the risk of flooding. Rainfall should be 
widespread over Tanzania.

Southern Africa experiences a poor start to the rainy season 
Early-season rains were generally light and poorly distributed 
through southern Africa, including north-central South Africa, 
northern Angola, parts of Zimbabwe, and central Madagascar 
(Figure 1). South Africa, Zambia, Angola, and southern DRC 
received light rainfall resulting in 7-day deficits, with large 
deficits developing in eastern South Africa and Angola (Figure 2). 
Additionally, warmer-than-average temperatures in South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, and Mozambique are maintaining dry conditions. 
Only a few local areas including parts of Madagascar and western 
Angola have exhibited normal rainfall for the period.

Next week, increased rainfall is forecast in South Africa, Lesotho, 
and Eswatini. Eastern Angola is also expected to receive moderate 
to heavy amounts of rainfall. Meanwhile, dry cond
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Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: October 7 - November 5, 2019 

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 30 -  November 5, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1.    A poor rainfall performance during the 
Postrera season has resulted in abnormal 
dryness in southern Dominican Republic.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week Central Asia recorded above-normal 
temperatures. Kazakhstan recorded the highest maximum 
temperatures between 2 and 8°C. Temperatures 
exceeded 35°C in Pakistan, southern Afghanistan, and 
Turkmenistan. Northern Kazakhstan recorded the 
lowest average temperatures in the region. Next week, 
near-freezing temperatures are forecast in Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and northern Afghanistan. Abnormally cold 
temperatures are likely in many areas of Tajikistan.

Precipitation
Last week, Tajikistan, eastern Uzbekistan, eastern 
Turkmenistan and Afghanistan and parts of Kazakhstan 
received light rainfall. Next week light to moderate rainfall 
is forecast over northern Afghanistan, northern Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and northern Kazakhstan. Heavy 
snowfall is likely in Tajikistan and northern Afghanistan as 
near-freezing temperatures are expected.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Below-average rainfall brings relief to flooded parts of Central America 
Last week parts of Guatemala, the Gulf of Fonesca, southeastern Nicaragua, northern and eastern Guatemala, western Hon-
duras, central Nicaragua, and the southern Caribbean received heavy rainfall. The heavy rainfall triggered flooding in parts of 
Guatemala, specifically the Sacatepéquez, Sololá, and Suchitepéquez Departments. Meanwhile, eastern and northern Hondu-
ras and northeastern Nicaragua received below-average rainfall. Since August, wetter-than-average conditions have been record-
ed along the Pacific rim of Central America, while drier-than-average conditions have been registered over northern and eastern 
Guatemala, eastern and central Honduras, and northeastern Nicaragua. Next week, drier weather is likely to return with little to 
no rainfall forecast along the Pacific Basin of Central America, and light to moderate rainfall over the interior part of the region. 
Surface temperatures are expected to remain at above-average over the region. No tropical cyclone development is expected.  

         

 
 

Abnormal dryness persists in parts of Hispaniola
Last week, Hispaniola received mostly dry weather. Below-average rainfall was observed over central and southern Haiti and 
parts of the western Dominican Republic. Throughout October, below-average rainfall was received over much of the Island, 
except in central and southern Haiti and the western Dominican Republic. The largest 30-day deficits were registered across the 
south-central Dominican Republic. Since August, Haiti, and western and eastern parts of the Dominican Republic have received 
above-average rainfall, while below-average rainfall has been persistent over the southeastern Dominican Republic. Next week, 
below-average rainfall is forecast to continue over Hispaniola. Light rainfall is possible over northwestern and southern Haiti, cen-
tral and eastern Dominican Republic, while little to no rainfall is expected elsewhere. No Tropical Cyclone activity is expected. 
 
 

Source: NOAA/CPC

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: November 13, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Valid: November 5 - 11, 2019


