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Zone I, III, V, VI: Increased likelihood of above normal to 
near normal rainfall 
Zone II: Climatology (Usually dry) 
Zone IV: Increased likelihood of near normal to above 
normal rainfall. 

 

Regional Overview 
El Niño Alert calls for early action 

The food security situation in the eastern Horn of Africa is likely to improve by early-to-
mid-2013, according to the September El Niño Alert issued by the Regional Food Security 
and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG). The predicted El Niño is likely to cause above 
normal October-to-December seasonal rains, particularly in southern Somalia, eastern 
and northern Kenya, and south-eastern Ethiopia. Above-normal precipitation has also 
been predicted for eastern and central South Sudan, eastern Sudan, western and 
northern Ethiopia, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Lake Victoria basin and 
its environs, and western and 
coastal Tanzania. The rest of the 
region is expected to receive 
normal to above normal rainfall 
during this period. Food supplies 
are likely to increase following 
harvests, alongside a decline in 
food prices. However, these 
conditions may be short-lived, 
according to the Famine Early 
Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS NET), who warn that 
less favourable seasons will 
follow in the arid and semi-arid 
pastoral and agro-pastoral 
livelihood zones, hence the call 
for preparedness and 
coordinated multisectoral 
interventions.  

The peak of the El Niño rains is 
expected to occur from 

November into early 2013. The 
World Meteorological Organisation is 
expected to make an official 
declaration of the El Niño event 
towards the end of September. 
Flooding and other adverse impacts 
associated with El Niño are expected 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Eastern Africa  

Issue 14 | 1-14 September  2012 

Regional Overview P.1 

Great Lakes Region P.2 

Ethiopia P.4 

Kenya P.4 

Somalia P.5 

South Sudan/Sudan P.6 

 

 

Flooding in Uganda (IRIN) 

 

Horn of Africa Funding 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/library/detail/en/?dyna_fef%5Buid%5D=2275


Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin #14 | 2 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 

to be less than those during the 1997/98 severe El Niño event. The El Niño alert offers 
adequate time for humanitarian actors to implement mitigation measures, observes the 
Regional FNSWG, which has set up a multi-sectoral taskforce to develop respective 
contingency and response plans. Composed of regional early warning and response 
experts, the El Niño Taskforce will ensure better coordinated mitigation measures in the 
region. They are in the process of developing El Niño vulnerability maps for known El 
Niño “hot-spots”. 

The regional food security situation has improved compared to last year, according to the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation. There are no areas in the region under Famine (IPC 
Phase 5), and areas previously under Emergency food insecurity (IPC Phase 4) have 
reduced. However, as of July 2012, over 17.5 million people were still in need of 
humanitarian assistance to adapt and build livelihoods in the long term. 

Meanwhile, flooding incidents associated with the ongoing July-September rains continue 
to be reported in Uganda, Ethiopia and Kenya. 

Harvest Prospects: October-December 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Lakes Region 
Neutral regional force on DRC under discussion 

President Museveni of Uganda convened a Mini-Summit on 7-8 September in Kampala to 
develop a roadmap of initiatives to address the situation in eastern DRC. The Mini-
Summit organised under the auspices of the International Conference on the Great Lakes 
Region (ICGLR), discussed the deployment and financing of a neutral international force 
and the setting up a joint verification mechanism and a humanitarian trust fund.  

Recent summit meetings of the countries in the Great Lakes region agreed to deploy a 
“neutral force” along the borders between Rwanda and DRC, where renewed operations 
by armed groups continue to pose a threat to the stability of the two countries and the 
Great Lakes region at large. 

Despite the low attendance at the September Mini-Summit, the less than one-third of the 
ICGLR leaders present agreed the proposed regional force would operate under the 
mandate of the African Union and the United Nations. The specifics of the proposed 
neutral peacekeeping force - size, national makeup, areas of operation, financing -  
remain unresolved. 

A fourth meeting by the ICGLR on DRC is scheduled for October. In a message to the 
Mini-Summit, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon renewed his condemnation of military 
operations by the armed groups, as well as the suffering they continue to cause civilians. 
A High-Level meeting on the situation in eastern DRC is to be convened in New York on 

Source : FEWS NET 
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41 cases including 18 

deaths have been 

reported in Haut-Uélé 

district, Province 

Orientale of DRC 

 

 

27 September, on the margins of the General Assembly to facilitate further dialogue on 
the crisis in eastern DRC.    

Military activities by the M23 and other militia groups in eastern DRC continue to be the 
cause of grave harm and widespread displacement of civilians, both within and outside 
the country. UNHCR estimates that some 260,000 people have been displaced in North 
Kivu alone since April, while an estimated 62,000 Congolese refugees have been 
registered in Uganda and Rwanda.  

In Uganda, the cumulative new arrivals since 1 January 2012 is 41,565 people. As of 14 
September there were 162 refugees in the Nyakabande TC, compared to 1,062 people 
two weeks ago. So far 25,714 have been transferred to refugee settlements since the 
start of the year. Roughly 15,000 are estimated to have either spontaneously returned or 
moved to host communities. Authorities estimate that approximately 10,000 refugees are 
in host communities of Bunagana and Kisoro towns. The situation at Bunagana and other 
border points remained calm with movements mainly by local population observed. 
UNHCR has noted a higher number of new arrivals entering Uganda through Bunagana 
on market days (average of 150 individuals in comparison to 90 daily), with the refugees 
attributing this to the relaxed border restrictions during such days.  

With the intervention of the Ministry of Water, LWF, IOM and UNICEF, water coverage is 
improving. The majority of the population now have access to safe water within 1 km from 
their residence. The phase 2 intervention, based on the ongoing verification exercise, will 
identify additional borehole locations to ensure sufficient water per person based on 
population density.  

In spite of a lull in military activities by the M23 in North Kivu since July, the humanitarian 
situation in both DRC and neighbouring host countries remains dire, with serious gaps 
reported in the food, health and protection sectors. UNHCR in Uganda is in the process of 
launching a regional appeal covering DRC, Rwanda and Uganda. Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has expanded its emergency medical programmes in eastern DRC in 
response to increasing humanitarian needs. The current ratio of people-to-latrines in the 
affected areas in DRC is estimated at 1,000 to 1, well above any acceptable level 
according to MSF. The majority of the internally displaced persons  are unable to access 
medical care and assistance due to insecurity and are reportedly hiding in the forests of 
the interior or living with Congolese host families.  

 

New cases of Ebola reported in DRC as outbreak is contained in Uganda 

 

There have been no new confirmed cases of Ebola haemorrhagic fever reported in 
Uganda since 3 August, according to World Health Organization. Partners involved in the 
Ebola response in Uganda are in the process of transferring capacity to national and 
district authorities to sustain essential response, including enhanced surveillance, 
psycho-social support and infection prevention in health care facilities. A total of 24 
probable and confirmed cases including 17 deaths have been reported since the 
beginning of the outbreak in late July. 

In neighbouring DRC, the Ebola outbreak is ongoing in the country’s north-eastern 
Orientale Province. As of 12 September, 41 cases (9 laboratory confirmed, and 32 
probable) had been reported from Haut-Uélé district. Of these, 18 were fatal (5 confirmed 
and 13 probable). Eighteen healthcare workers are included among the probable cases. 
Twenty-eight suspected cases have also been reported and are being investigated. A 
restrospective research by an international committee for technical and scientific 
coordination in the fight against Ebola notes that the outbreak declared by the DRC 
Minister of Health on 17 August may have begun in May. The Ministry of Health continues 
to work with partners to control the outbreak, which is currently confined to Isiro, Viadana 
and Dungu divisions of Orientale Province, bordering Central African Republic, South 
Sudan and Uganda. 
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News bodes well for 

pastoralist areas 
 

The more than 12,000 

people affected require 

urgent supplies of 

food, medical care, 

access to safe water 

and sanitation 

facilities, shelter and 

Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

Ethiopia 
Increased chance of normal to above-normal rains  

According to the latest update published by Ethiopia’s Disaster Risk Management 
Agriculture Task Force, there is a 75 per cent change of normal (40 per cent) to above-
normal (35 per cent) rains between September and December 2012 over much of central 
Ethiopia. In the north and south of the country, the probability of above-normal rainfall 
increases to 45 per cent. The increased probability of normal to above-normal rains is 
welcome news in the southern and south-eastern lowlands of the country, which receive 
their major rains (the October to December deyr/hagaya) during this period, as it 
promises to help rebuild livelihoods in pastoralist areas severely affected by the 2011 
drought.  

In the central highlands, however, the ongoing kiremt rains normally cease in late 
September as these areas move into the major meher harvest. The increased chance of 
unseasonable rainfall could pose some risk to the harvest. Moreover, localized flooding 
could be a problem in some areas, including in southern Somali Region.  

The National Meteorological Agency is expected to release monthly and more localized 
forecasts in the coming months, which will help inform preparedness, response and 
recovery strategies. However, a number of recommended responses have been 
highlighted in the revised Humanitarian Requirements Document, including provision of 
seeds and root (tuber) cuttings ahead of the next belg season to smallholder farmers; 
animal health supports (vaccination, treatment and equipment); support to livestock 
marketing; and water point and rangeland rehabilitation. 

Renewed need for water trucking in southern Ethiopia 

Ahead of the expected onset of the deyr/hagaya rains in southern and south-eastern 
Ethiopia, the WASH Cluster is warning of renewed needs for water trucking in parts of 
Oromia and Somali Regions. In Somali Region, parts of the southern zones of Afder, 
Liben and Shebelle (formally Gode) that received poor gu (April to June) rains are facing 
acute water shortages. Recent assessments indicate that some 36 kebeles (villages or 
townships) may require renewed water trucking. UNICEF is working with regional 
authorities and partners to organize water trucking interventions; trucking is already 
ongoing in three kebeles of Dollo Ado woreda (Liben zone). Additionally, along the border 
between Oromia and Somali Regions there are a number of areas that reportedly require 
water trucking for up to 100,000 beneficiaries according to the preliminary results of a 
recent multi-agency assessment carried out in areas affected by the inter-communal 
conflict that took place in the Moyale area in late July.  

Kenya 
Security personnel deployed after retaliatory attacks in Tana River 

The Government of Kenya has imposed a dawn to dusk curfew in Tana River district and 
deployed additional security personnel to the area, as a result of renewed  inter-
communal conflicts between members of the Orma and Pokomo communities.  

According to the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS), an estimated 116 people have been 
killed in the area as a result of attacks recorded between 14 August and 11 September. 
Revenge attacks were reported on September 7, 10 and 11, with the former resulting in 
the death of eleven people in Chamwanamuna village, according to Human Rights 
Watch. On 10 September, 38 members of the Ormo community were killed and at least 
167 houses burned in Kilelengwani area. The attackers raided the school feeding 
programme stores at Kau Primary School. Overall, some 12,000 people have been 
affected by the violence since 14 August. The majority of the displaced are living in 
camps in the Tana Delta area, while some have migrated and are being hosted either in 
schools or by relatives in Malindi and Tana River districts.  
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Urgent needs include 
access to safe water and 
sanitation facilities, food, 
medical care, shelter and 
NFIs. KRCS and local 
actors continue to distribute 
NFIs and offer emergency 
first aid to the injured. Most 
of the injured have received 
treatment at Witu 
dispensary, while those 
seriously injured have been 
airlifted to Nairobi for 
specialized treatment. An 
OCHA-led inter-agency 
mission is underway. The 
Kenya Cabinet has directed 
the formation of a Judicial 
Commission of inquiry to 
investigage the cause of 
the conflict. Disputes over 
scarce resources and 
boundary disputes fuelled 
by politics continue to 
influence conflict dynamics 
in the area.  

Somalia 
Humanitarian crisis eases in Somalia 

The number of people in crisis in Somalia has reduced by 16 per cent, from 2.51 million 
to 2.12 million, according to the latest data released by the Food Security and Nutrition 
Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET). The 
improvements are mainly attributed to sustained humanitarian interventions over the last 
year, improved food stocks at the household and market levels following the exceptional 
harvest in January, increased milk availability, and higher livestock prices in most pastoral 
areas of Somalia.  

Despite recent improvements, the humanitarian situation in Somalia remains critical and 
must remain on the global agenda to avoid the risk of reversing the gains made. In the 
second half of 2012, humanitarian actors are prioritizing lifesaving responses, as well as 
interventions aimed at rebuilding livelihoods and resilience to reduce the effects of 
hazards. 

Cholera cases continue to be reported in Lower Juba 

Suspected cholera cases continue to be reported from Hoosingo village in Badade district 
Lower Juba, according to the World Health Organization (WHO). Between 5 and 13 
September, 107 suspected cholera cases and 12 deaths were reported. The majority of 
the cases are children above the age of five. As the village is not served by any health 
facility, WHO, UNICEF, health partners, the community and local authorities have joined 
resources to ensure availability of adequate supplies on ground. Meanwhile, the number 
of reported cases of suspected measles has reduced compared to previous weeks. 
However, given the low vaccination coverage in the area, the reduction may not be 
significant. WHO advocates for improved access to routine vaccination, which has 
remained a challenge in most areas of southern and central Somalia due to various 
causes. This would also lead to a reduced number of suspected whooping cough cases. 
The number of reported cases of suspected shigellosis has increased.  

 

People in crisis in 

Somalia has reduced 

by 16 per cent, from 

2.51 million to 2.12 

million 



Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin #14 | 6 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

Scale-up of response critical in Xudur 

An inter-agency assessment led by OCHA in early August in Xudur town, Bakool region 
of southern Somalia revealed dire food needs following a large-scale crop failure as well 
as a severe shortage of nutrition and medical supplies in health centres. All roads leading 
to the town are blocked, making movement of people and humanitarian supplies very 
limited for the past five months. Following the inter-agency assessment, Nutrition and 
Food Security Cluster partners dispatched six tons of medical and nutritional supplies by 
air. Partners also delivered 27 tons of food, including high-energy biscuits, targeting 700 
children for five months. These deliveries remain grossly insufficient compared to the 
needs of the people living in Xudur and other districts in Bakool. A follow up mission to 
Xudur is planned in September to continue monitoring the situation on the ground and to 
identify priority needs to be addressed with new emergency interventions. 

South Sudan/Sudan  
Mortality and malnutrition rates decrease in refugee camps  

High mortality and malnutrition rates are decreasing in refugee camps in South Sudan as 
a result of joint efforts between humanitarian actors, but still remain a cause of concern. 
According to UNHCR, the global acute malnutrition rates in the Yusuf Batil site have 
reduced from over 39 per cent to 22 per cent. The situation remains precarious with a 
need to sustain and expand health, nutrition and hygiene campaigns, and secure food 
stocks until the end of the year. The logistic capacity to reach remote camps needs to be 
ensured, as does preparedness for a possible surge in new arrivals at the end of the rainy 
season around November.  

Humanitarian response to flooding continues  

Efforts are ongoing to assist people affected by seasonal floods, which have occurred in 
nine of the 10 states in South Sudan. The most affected areas are parts of Jonglei, 
Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Unity and Upper Nile States, where people are in need 
of household items, shelter, food, water, sanitation and hygiene. Most have not warranted 
major humanitarian interventions due to their predictable and localized nature. Inter-
agency assessment teams in Jonglei State report some 125,000 people affected in need 
of some kind of humanitarian assistance. Access to some flood-affected areas remains 
limited due to weak infrastructure affected by the heavy rains.  

In Sudan, the number of people affected by floods in Central Darfur has increased to 
26,000 in the Bindisi, Wadi Salih and Nertiti localities, according to the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission and international NGOs. Some areas in the Wadi Salih and Nertiti localities 
are inaccessible due to poor road conditions, making the airlifting of supplies the only 
option. Due to limited relief supplies, only displaced people are being targeted for 
assistance, leaving many members of the host community without humanitarian relief. 

Insecurity hampers humanitarian access to conflict area in Jonglei State  

Initial reports by local authorities indicate 4,500 people have been displaced following 
reported clashes between the South Sudan army (SPLA) and a rebel militia group in the 
vicinity of Likuangole in Pibor County, Jonglei State. Aid workers are working to further 
determine the situation and respond to humanitarian needs, but have not been able to 
reach affected people due to insecurity. Key needs among the displaced are reported to 
be shelter and household items. 

Renewed violence in Sudan’s South Kordofan and North Darfur 

The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) reported that 21 civilians were killed from 
reported armed clashes between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and SPLM-N forces 
near Hajar Al-Dom village, South Kordofan. Access to areas around Kalogi has been 
hindered by poor road conditions due to recent rains and flooding. Humanitarian 
response for people displaced by fighting in El Moreib has begun. According to the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission, the total number of people still displaced 
stands at some 11,000 people as a result of fighting between SAF and SPLM-N near El 
Moreib in the Al Abbasiya locality in mid-August. The international NGOs German Agro 

Dire food needs follow 

large-scale crop 
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also a severe shortage 

of nutrition and 

medical supplies 
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For further information, please contact OCHA Eastern Africa: 

 

Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 

Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600018 

 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org| www.reliefweb.int 

Action and GOAL relocated their staff from Kutum town, North Darfur following the 
resumption of violence in the area. The African Union/UN Hybrid operation in Darfur 
(UNAMID) has reported a number of civilian casualties following an alleged assassination 
attempt against the Kutum locality commissioner on 4 September. Markets, schools, 
major public service facilities are reportedly closed and a high concentration of nomadic 
militia were observed north of the town.  

Plans underway to airlift more South Sudanese to Juba 

The number of people returning from Sudan to South Sudan continued at limited levels 
over the week. About 750 returnees were tracked heading to their final destinations, 
bringing the number of returnees to about 123,000 people this year, according to the 
Emergency Returns Sector. The number of returnees who are in transit or stranded in 
Renk in Upper Nile remains at about 14,000 people. Some 50 returnees were tracked 
arriving in Renk and about 260 people were tracked departing to other parts of Upper 
Nile. UNHCR reports that the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) 
plans to assist some 2,000 stranded returnees in Khartoum, Sudan to move them to 
South Sudan by air. The RRC also plans to provide road transportation for returnees 
stranded at the Shagara railway station in Khartoum State to Aweil within a month, due to 
increased tensions between the returnees and the local community. The movement will 
start within the next two weeks with the airlifting of some 700 extremely vulnerable 
individuals. Meanwhile, according to local media, the Sudanese president Omer Al-Bashir 
on 5 September approved the credentials of South Sudan’s first ambassador to Sudan, 
Mayan Dut Wol, and agreed to resume direct flights between Khartoum and Juba by mid-
December. 
 

For a more comprehensive overview see the OCHA South Sudan and OCHA Sudan 
Humanitarian Bulletins 

 

HoA Funding Update 

 

 

All humanitarian 

partners, including 

donors and recipient 

agencies, are 

encouraged to inform 

FTS of cash and in-kind 

contributions by sending 

an e-mail to fts@un.org 
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