
                                                                  UNHCR’s response to internal displacement in Northern Ethiopia – July to September 2021 

UNHCR has responded to the needs of internally displaced people (IDPs) in Ethiopia since 2018. In 2021 so far, UNHCR together with its 

partners, has reached over 1 million IDPs in nine regions of Ethiopia with impactful interventions to improve their protection and support 

their durable solutions.  
 

In response to the staggering rise of internal displacement in the Tigray region since November 2020, and the growing displacement in Afar 
and Amhara regions as a result of the expansion of conflict, UNHCR started to scale up its response as of July 2021 as part of its country-
wide endeavors to assist and protect internally displaced communities. The scale up included enhanced staffing and presence, partnerships, 
operational response capacity, as well as the strengthening and activation of relevant humanitarian coordination mechanisms.  

 

This scale up, starting in the Tigray region as of end of April 2021 and expanding to Afar and Amhara regions as of July and August 2021, has started to translate into impact for IDPs across the three 

regions. UNHCR’s response is centered on protection services, including to prevent and respond to gender-based violence, child protection and to assist persons with specific needs, such as people 

living with a disability. Shelter and core relief items are distributed based on protection assessments, with priority given to persons with specific needs among the displaced and host communities. 

During the past three months, UNHCR and its partners have reached half a million people with protection activities and assisted some 70,000 people with shelter and core relief items. In addition, 

UNHCR provides camp management and coordination in over 50 sites, hosting over 467,000 IDPs.  

Since the beginning of the Tigray conflict in November 

2020, and its expansion and impact on neighbouring 

Afar and Amhara regions, the scale of internal 

displacement across the three regions has 

significantly increased to far over 2 million people.  
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Strengthening humanitarian coordination  

• UNHCR strengthened the Protection and Camp Management 

and Camp Coordination (CCCM) Clusters in the Tigray region, 

including through new satellite hubs in Adigrat, Abi Adi, Axum, 

Sheraro and Maichew in addition to Mekelle and Shire.  

• UNHCR also activated the Protection and CCCM Clusters in the 

Afar region and started the process of activating the Protection 

Cluster in Amhara region.  

Doubling staffing capacity and presence 

• UNHCR doubled its presence in the three regions from 6 

to 12 locations during the past three months.  

• UNHCR doubled its staff capacity in the three regions 

from 76 staff at the end of June to 150 staff at the end of 

September, including 34 members of the Emergency 

Response Team.  

Expanding partnerships   

• UNHCR works with humanitarian partners and 

coordinates its response through the respective Cluster 

for Protection, Shelter/NFI and CCCM.  

• In the past three months, UNHCR expanded its partner 

network from 16 to 23 partners responding to internal 

displacement in Northern Ethiopia.  


