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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Intense Tropical Cyclone Freddy is 
projected to make landfall on the eastern 
coast of Madagascar—likely between 
Mahanoro and Manakara —on 21 
February, after passing north of Mauritius 
and La Reunion on 20 February. 

• Cyclone Freddy is expected to bring 
devastating winds and a very dangerous 
sea state near the impact zone in 
Madagascar. 

• Cyclone Freddy is then projected to 
emerge in the Mozambican Channel and 
re-strengthen before landing in 
Mozambique and potentially reaching 
Zimbabwe.  

• Operational readiness activities are 
underway, led by the Governments.  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Intense Tropical Cyclone Freddy passed about 140 km north-west of Mauritius on 20 February, bringing strong winds and 
dangerous sea conditions, according to Meteo France. The cyclone is expected to pass by La Reunion in the night of 20 
February, where it could cause strong winds and dangerous seas.  

Intense Tropical Cyclone Freddy is moving west-south-west and is expected to make landfall on the eastern coast of 
Madagascar, probably between Mahanoro and Manakara, on 21 February evening, likely at an intense stage. It is 
expected to cause locally devastating winds and a very dangerous sea state near the impact zone in Madagascar. It is 
currently powerful and compact, generating extreme winds near its centre but having a limited zone of influence, with few 
effects felt beyond 200 km from the centre.   

In Madagascar, the regions of Atsinanana, Vatovavy and Fitovinany are under yellow alert (threat), while Analanjirofo, 
Atsimo Atsinanana, Alaotra, Analamanga, Itasy, Vakinankaratra, Amoron'i mania, Matsiatra Ambony, Ihorombe, Menabe, 
Beroroha, Ankazoabo, Sakaraha, Morombe and Toliara regions are under a green alert (warning), according to Meteo 
Madagascar. Areas near the projected landfall of Cyclone Freddy are still struggling to recover from the impacts of 
cyclones Batsirai and Emnati in 2022, which made landfall in near Mananjary city on 5 February and in Manakara town on 
23 February 2022, respectively, and destroyed homes, infrastructure and crops, with 874,000 people still facing severe 
food insecurity in the Grand Sud-Est. 

This will be the first cyclone, and the second tropical weather system, to hit Madagascar in the 2022-2023 South-West 
Indian Ocean cyclone season. Tropical Storm Cheneso made landfall on 19 January 2023 and affected 90,870 people, 
including 33 people who died in 18 regions, according to Madagascar’s National Bureau of Risk and Disaster 
Management (BNGRC).  

After crossing Madagascar, cyclone Freddy could emerge in the Mozambican Channel and strengthen again before 
making landfall in Mozambique and potentially moving on to impact Zimbabwe, after decreasing in strength.  

Over 3.3 million people in Madagascar (2.3 million), Mozambique (527,000) and Zimbabwe (531,000) could be impacted 
by wind speeds of 120km/hr during cyclone Freddy’s passage across the three countries, according to the World Food 
Programme’s (WFP) Automated Disaster Analysis and Mapping (ADAM). 
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EMERGENCY READINESS & RESPONSE  
The Government of Madagascar is leading operational readiness activities, including pre-deployment of staff and search 
and rescue capacity to key areas. Alerts/vigilance instructions are being sent to communities under green and yellow alert, 
preparations for preventive evacuations are ongoing and the Government has sent about 120 metric tons of rice to likely-
impacted areas. 

Humanitarian partners in Madagascar have pre-deployed nearly 80 staff to Mahanoro, Mananjary and Manakara. Two 
aircraft are on standby to facilitate rapid aerial and multisectoral rapid needs assessments and the Humanitarian Country 
Team has activated its emergency Standard Operating Procedures and its Crisis Management Team. Humanitarian 
emergency stocks are being pre-positioned. However, there is an urgent need for additional supplies, as there was 
inadequate funding for procurement of stocks ahead of the cyclone season and some of the limited stocks available were 
used for the Tropical Storm Cheneso response.  

In Mozambique and Zimbabwe, Governments and humanitarian partners are reviewing preparedness measures, including 
pre-positioning stocks, and placing assessment and response teams on stand-by.  
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Stop Sexual Exploitation and Abuse / Arrêtez l’exploitation et les abus 

sexuels / Pare a exploração e abuso sexual 

Madagascar: Ny Firenena Mikambana sy ny ONG mpiahy ny mpiara-belona dia mandrana ny firaisana 

ara-nofo sandaina vola, fanampiana, asa, sakafo.  

Moçambique: A ajuda humanitária é gratuita! Se alguém lhe pedir para pagar, fazer algo impróprio ou realizar qualquer favor 

ou ação sexual em troca de ajuda, diga não e ligue para a Linha Verde das Nações Unidas no telefone 1458. A ligação é 

gratuita e também pode ser utilizada para pedir informação, fazer sugestões ou para reportar quaisquer outras irregularidades 

relacionadas a assistência humanitária. 

Zimbabwe: Humanitarian assistance is free. If someone demands that you pay, do something inappropriate, or perform any 

favour or sexual action in return for assistance, please say no and call to 08080074 (Econet), 08010074 (Netone) or 

0731080072-4 (Telecel), or write to zim.psea@gmail.com. Your communication/complaint will be treated with all due sensitivity 

and respect for your confidentiality. 
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