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The Niger has recorded its highest number of 
food-insecure people in the last eight years. Increased 
armed conflict and floods have nearly doubled the 
number of internally displaced people (IDPs) in the 
last three. With unprecedented food shortages and 
80 percent of the country’s population living in rural 
areas, a�ected households urgently need agricultural 
support to restore their food production and incomes.

What humanitarian investment in agriculture can achieve
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FAO REQUIRES
USD 20.6 million

TO ASSIST
1.11 million people

A basic farming package of quality 
seed enables a household to cultivate 
1 ha of land and produce an estimated 
0.7 tonnes of cereals, worth USD 425 on 
the local market.

Provide a family of 7 with 
staple food for about 
5 months

With 150 kg of feed, a household can keep 
5 small ruminants fed and productive for 
4 months when pasture is scarce, protecting 
assets worth USD 325 on the local market.

Keep livestock productive 
and feeding families 
throughout the lean season

Cash+ ensures a household can a�ord 
food by delivering cash transfers (USD 75/
household/month) alongside farming inputs 
to resume their own food production.

Address immediate food 
needs while restoring self-
su�iciency

USD105

USD129

USD 180



Urgency of humanitarian agricultural assistance

The Niger continues to face a complex humanitarian crisis mainly marked by 
persistent insecurity and violence perpetrated by non-state armed groups 
against civilians and humanitarian workers, chronic poverty and natural 
hazards, including seasonal floods and recurrent droughts. So climate 
change is one of the most serious threats to development in the Niger, 
significantly a�ecting agricultural livelihoods and the country’s economy.

Mainly fueled by the decade-long security crisis in neighbouring countries – 
Burkina Faso, Mali and Nigeria – armed conflict is the main cause of forced 
population displacement in the Niger, along with climate-related disasters.

Although, the Niger is one of the countries least impacted by COVID-19 and 
related restrictions in the region, the pandemic has severely a�ected 
production activities and the food supply chain, hampering access to food 
especially during the lean season and leading to increased poverty through 
reduced incomes and employment opportunities. As a result, households 
adopt negative coping mechanisms such as selling productive assets and 
seed consumption, further increasing their vulnerability.

Providing households with fast growing seeds, for example, allows them to 
produce nutritious food for household consumption and for sale, generating 
income to cover other essential needs and supplying local markets.

Drivers of food insecurity

4.4 million people projected 

to be in acute food insecurity 

(June–August 2022)

36% drop in cereal production 

in 2021 compared with 2020 and 

15.3 million tonne deficit 

of dry matter in 2021

264 257 IDPs, 280 583 refugees 

and 37 305 returnees from Nigeria

58.7% of the population lives in 

poverty and the Niger has one of the 

highest annual population growth 

rates in the world
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Source: Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), Regional Training Centre for Agrometeorology and Operational Hydrology and their Applications (AGRHYMET). 2022. Les résultats de 
la consolidation régionale du Cadre Harmonisé au Sahel et en Afrique de l’Ouest, mars 2022 [online]. Niamey, Niger. [Cited 1 April 2022]. http://agrhymet.cilss.int/index.php/2022/03/27/les-resultats-de-la-consolidation-
regionale-du-cadreharmonise-ch-au-sahel-et-en-afrique-de-louest-mars-2022/. Map conforms to United Nations Geospatial Niger map, 2018.
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Key facts

Country population: 25.6 millionCountry population: 25.6 million

USD 36 out of 100 in food 

security assistance went to support 

rural livelihoods (2016–2020)



Priorities Type of assistance provided/
contents of assistance package

Cost per 
beneficiary 

(USD)*

Number of 
beneficiaries

(people)

Total cost
(USD)

Calendar of funding deadlines and implementation

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Enable staple food production 
during the rainy and irrigated 
seasons

Rainfed seeds (10 kg of millet and 5 kg 
of cowpea per household); market-
gardening kits (5 kg of maize, 40 g of 
cabbage, carrot, lettuce and tomato 
seeds, and two tools); technical training; 
development of small-scale agricultural 
infrastructure (boreholes, solar kits, motor 
pumps, market gardening areas, etc.); 
cash+ (agricultural inputs plus cash)

13 770 000 10 000 000

Improve livestock production

150 kg of animal feed (wheat bran) per 
household; one male and three female 
goats per households; veterinary kits; 
technical training; construction of 
firebreaks to protect fodder

31.20 282 500 8 815 900

Support refugees and 
returnees through social 
protection 

Cash (USD 140/household), inputs, 
equipment and training to set up income-
generating activities 

30 59 500 1 786 200 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed 
lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
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22Contact

FAO Representation in the Niger 
FAO-NE@fao.org  |  fao.org/niger
Niamey, the Niger

O�ice of Emergencies and Resilience
OER-Director@fao.org | fao.org/emergencies
Rome, Italy

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Coordination

As co-leads of the Food Security and Agriculture Cluster in the Niger, the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World 
Food Programme work closely with 45 local and international partners, 
in collaboration with government counterparts, to ensure a needs-based, 
coordinated and e�ective response. 

FAO priorities

Month by which funding is required 
for the implementation of priorities

Planned implementation timeframe 
for priority activities

Funding required year round
*The cost per beneficiary for each priority is an estimated average, including a range of activities.
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