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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
In 2014, Mauritania continues to suffer from a multi-dimensional crisis related to 
food insecurity, the high prevalence of malnutrition, the presence of Malian 
refugees, and significant flooding that hit the country in 2013. 531,000 people will 
require assistance in 2014, including 315,200 children (as stated in the 2014-2016 
Mauritania Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO)-Strategic Response Plan (SRP)). 

UNICEF will continue working with the government and partners to respond to 
the humanitarian needs of populations affected by food insecurity and 
malnutrition, aiming in particular at treating 30,741 children suffering from 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM).  

UNICEF will also continue to provide life-saving interventions to the Malian 
refugees in the Mbera camp and among host communities, in close coordination 
with the Government of Mauritania as well as other UN agencies and NGOs.  

UNICEF is requesting 21.3 million USD to respond to the humanitarian needs in 
Mauritania in 2014. 21% of this amount has been funded as of March 2014 and 
UNICEF would like to acknowledge in particular the generous contribution of the 
Government of Japan and other donors in support to its emergency programmes. 

As the lean season is approaching, populations will become more vulnerable and 
UNICEF urges the international community to keep providing support so that 
UNICEF and partners can provide a timely emergency response and meet the 
humanitarian needs of women and children in Mauritania. 

 
 

 

March 2014 

531,000  
Population requiring humanitarian 
assistance in 2014  
(OCHA, January 2014) 

315,200  
Children requiring humanitarian assistance 
in 2014 
(OCHA, January 2014) 
 

68,461 
Refugees in Mbera camp  
(UNHCR, 10 March 2014) 

125,300 
Children affected by acute malnutrition 
(UNICEF, January 2014) 

140,000 
People affected by floods  
(OCHA, January 2014) 
 

 
UNICEF Mauritania Appeal 2014* 

US$ 21.3 million 

 

 

21% 

 

UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulativ
e results 

(#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Children < 5 years with 
Severe Acute Malnutrition  
admitted to therapeutic care 

30,741 442 30,741 442 

Number of children affected 
by SAM receiving the WASH 
kit  

100% of 
children 

admitted in 
SAM program 

2064  

100% of 
children 

admitted in 
SAM 

program 

2064 

Children under one 
vaccinated with Penta 3 

40 000 3,960   

Number of refugee children 
having continued access to 
formal and non-formal 
education 

20,000 6,574 20,000 6,574 

Child Protection Indicator 
(Psychosocial support in CFS 
for affected children)  

7,377 2 639 7,377 2 639 

 



• 125,300 children will be affected by Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) in 2014, including 30,741 children with Severe 
Acute Malnutrition (SAM), or an increase of almost 30% compared to the 2013 caseload. 90% of expected SAM cases 
live in the 7 most vulnerable regions. According to the post-harvest Nutrition Survey of December 2013, 6% of under-
five children are affected by GAM and 0.7% by SAM. However, these malnutrition rates are likely to rise as we approach 
the summer lean season. In this context, 45,017 out-of-school children and 128,300 students are at high risk of dropping 
out of school. 

 According to UNHCR, an estimated 68,461 people live in the Mbera refugee camp in the South-East of Mauritania, of 
which 56 per cent are children. Life-saving interventions, such as treatment for acute malnutrition (2,120 SAM cases 
expected in 2014), measles vaccinations, and the provision of clean water continue to be needed. Moreover, more than 
75% of school age children have not yet access to education. 45,000 people living in host communities are estimated 
to have been impacted by the Malian crisis. The needs of these communities are also being addressed and assistance 
given to reinforce basic services and resilience. 

 140,000 people were affected by floods in 2013 and will need humanitarian assistance in 2014. In particular,25,509 
students in areas affected by floods need school supplies. 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from source, date) 

Start of humanitarian response: February 2014 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 
 

531000 N/D N/D 

Children Affected (Under 18) 
 

315,200 N/D N/D 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination   
UNICEF continues to work closely with the Government of Mauritania, UN partners and NGOs. For the nutrition response, 
UNICEF and the Government of Mauritania co-lead the nutrition, WASH and education sectors. For the Malian refugee 
crisis, the response is coordinated by UNHCR in support of the Government and other implementing partners. No cluster 
is activated so far, but several sectoral groups have been set up and strengthened. Since the Malian crisis, the 
Humanitarian Country Team has been activated at the country level under the leadership of the HC/RC. 

Finally, the Strategic Response Plan 2014-2016 covering all humanitarian needs for Mauritania is available at:  
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/SRP_2014-2016_Mauritania_FR.pdf  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
For the response to the nutrition crisis, UNICEF is the lead agency for nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), 
and education. UNICEF will continue to work with the Government of Mauritania, United Nations agencies and civil 
society partners on a multi-sector approach targeting the most vulnerable children and women. UNICEF will work in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health and partners  to treat 30,741 expected cases of SAM. Great focus will be put on 
active screening, referral and mobile clinics to reach those living far from health post.  Interventions  to prevent 
malnutrition through blanket feeding, micronutrient supplementation, food fortification and the promotion of good 
health and hygiene practices will be developed simultaneously. The WASH-in-nutrition strategy will be scaled up, as will 
the integrated management of childhood illnesses, to reduce the burden of malnutrition and child killer diseases.  

UNICEF will continue to work with UNHCR in the Mbera camp to improve hygiene and sanitation, treat acute 
malnutrition and immunize children. UNICEF will support equal access to education in areas affected by floods and the 
nutrition crisis and among refugees and host communities. The child protection system approach will be used to better 
respond to situations of abuse, violence and exploitation. Literacy classes, life skills trainings, prevention of gender-
based violence, and health and hygiene promotion will be emphasized to reduce vulnerabilities. To address malnutrition 
and to strengthen resilience, a cash transfer operation will target 12,400 vulnerable households during the lean season, 
with a joint FAO/UNICEF/WFP resilience program supported by the EU. Preparedness and early response will be 
strengthened for floods, cholera outbreaks and locust invasions. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response  

Malian crisis 
Since January, 280 under-five children suffering from SAM (out of 2,120, expected cases) have been treated in the Mbera 
refugee camp. 

748 adolescents (42% girls) students and others were sensitized on peace education, gender, hygiene and sanitation 
through youth to youth approach. In addition, 302 others youth (61 % girls) were trained on small business management 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/SRP_2014-2016_Mauritania_FR.pdf


in the camp and the host community. 4,249 students (49.7% girls) were provided with school stationery in the host 
community. However, the current funding gap for education will not allow reaching 1,500 youth expected since now only 
60 refugee are covered by vocational training. Moreover, there will still a gap of 140 semi-permanent learning spaces 
under construction (40). 

At the beginning of March, 70 members of the protection committee (refugees) among which 10 women and 20 
adolescents have participated in a protection risks analysis, which revealed that children are exposed to significant risks 
such as not attending school, family separation, and various forms of exploitation. This exercise will serve to prioritize 
actions in terms of case management.   

Nutrition situation 
Since January, 442 news cases of SAM were admitted and treated (of which 283 recovered), out of an expected caseload 
of 30,741 children. Only 464 out of 714 health facilities are providing Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition 
(IMAM) services, which needs to be scaled-up. Major challenges for IMAM program are data transmission trough the 
national health information system, and improving community mobilization for active screening. 

UNICEF procured WASH kits and sensitized 1.368 child/mother couples suffering from SAM and 897 suffering from MAM. 
13.288 households (21.850 for the Sector) benefitted from hygiene and water treatment. WASH in Nut activities were 
implemented in 100 nutrition centers (193 for the sector).  

9,600 preschool children (57% girls) received snacks, and 400 received tables, benches & chairs. 50 primary school 
teachers (10% females), 4,137 students’ parents (100% female) and 4376 students (57% girls) were trained on 
fundamentals practices of hygiene and nutrition.20 primary schools (4971 students, 53% girls) were supported in 
botanical gardens management through teachers training, materials and seeds distribution and continuous follow up. 
Screening for malnutrition was conducted on 1,101 students (55 % girls), which allowed to detect 204 malnourished 
students (54% girls). More funds will be needed to provide quality interventions to all schools in need.  

Floods 
In response to the effects of 2013 floods, during the first quarter 2014, UNICEF helped reopen 2 schools in Nouakchott 
for 930 children and procured latrines, hygiene kits and sensitization on essential family practices to 369 households. A 
national mass media sensitization campaign on risks related to floods is under preparation. 

Communications for Development (C4D)   
C4D activities were implemented to support the response to the nutrition situation. These include the identification of 
the population groups most vulnerable to malnutrition in Assaba and Guidimakha through focus groups targeting 
mothers of under-five children in 4 regional hospitals and health centers of Sélibabi, Aioun, Kiffa and Néma. 

Some barriers to the adoption of positive behaviors were identified, such as resorting to self-treatment or traditional 
healers. In terms of capacity-building, 134 communication actors from health, early childhood and education structures 
and civil society were trained on C4D and the promotion of key family practices with a focus on nutrition. 16,661 people 
including 3,289 mother of under-five children were sensitized on key family practices with a focus on nutrition. 

Supply and Logistics 

Supplies with a value of USD 162,730.65 have been provided since January 2014 to respond to the Mali and Sahel nutrition 
crises in Mauritania. Supplies delivered contained essential commodities such as recreation kits, school-in-a-box kits, 
RUTF, hygiene kits, basic family water kits, water purification tabs, squatting plates and tarpaulins. 

Media and External Communication 

UNICEF Mauritania took part in the high- level partnership mission co-led by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), the League of Arab States (LAS) and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) from 2-6 February 2014 comprising a broad coalition of member States (Kuwait, Qatar, Turkey), regional 
organizations (African Union, European Union) and non-governmental organizations. The delegates expressed their 
interest in collaborating more closely with the Government and other partners both on acting quickly on specific 
humanitarian projects and through longer-term investments in order to strengthen resilience.  
 

Funding 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of DD/MM/YYYY for a period of X months 

Appeal Sector 

 
Requirements 

 
Funds received* 

Funding gap 

  $ % 

Nutrition  7,194,221 1,144,434 6,049,787 84% 

Health/ HIV-AIDS 3,600,000 690,053 2,909,948 81% 

WASH 3,801,403 862,463 2,938,940 77% 



C4D 200,000 107,051 92,950 46% 

Education 4,349,132 1,104,000 3,245,132 75% 

Child Protection 2,210,000 536,320 1,673,680 76% 

Total 21,354,756 
 

4,444,320 
 

16,910,436 79% 

* ‘Funds received’ does not include pledges 

 
 
 
 

Next SitRep: 26/05/2014 
 
 
 
UNICEF Mauritania Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/mauritania.html 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Lucia Elmi 
Representative, 
UNICEF Mauritania 
Tel: +222 45 29 98 01 
Fax: +222 45 25 13 46 
Email: lelmi@unicef.org 
 
 

Brahim Ould Isselmou 
Communication Specialist, 
UNICEF Mauritania 
Tel: +222 45 29 98 03 
Fax: +222 45 25 13 46 
Email: bouldisselmou@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/mauritania.html


 
Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Sector Response  UNICEF and IPs  

 
Overall 
needs 

2014 
Target 

 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since 
last 

report  
▲▼ 

 
2014Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of nutrition 
centres (CRENI and 
CRENAS) with WASH 
minimum package 

 231 123  231 35  

Number of children 
affected by SAM 
receiving the WASH kit 

 

100% of 
patients 

admitted in a 
nutrition 
program 

189%  

100% of 
patients 

admitted in 
a nutrition 
program 

189%  

EDUCATION        

Number of refugee 
children having continued 
access to formal and non-
formal education  

 20,000 6,574  20,000 6,574  

Number of out-of-school 
children   benefit from 
school supplies 

 45,017 0  45,017 N/A  

Number of students at 
high risk of dropping out 
of school benefit from 
school supplies 

 128,300 70,050  128,300 70,050  

Number of students in 
areas affected by floods 
benefitting from school 
supplies 

 25509 0  198,826 N/A  

HEALTH –/HIV-AIDS        

Refugee crisis 
Children under one  
vaccinated with Penta 3 

 
  

 
1,000 12  

Number of under-five 
children treated for ARI, 
diarrhea or malaria 

 
  

 
6,000 378  

Nutrition crisis 
Children under one 
vaccinated with Penta 3 

 
  

 
40,000 3,960  

NUTRITION        

Refugees crisis 
1-Children < 5 years with 
Severe Acute 
Malnutrition  admitted to 
Therapeutic care 
Children < 5 years with 
Severe Acute 

2,120 2,120 280  2,120 

 
 
 

280 

 

2-Malnutrition 
discharged recovered 

1,696 1,696 153  1,696 153  

Nutrition crisis 
1-Children < 5 years with 
Severe Acute  
Malnutrition  admitted to 
Therapeutic care 
 

30,741 30,741 442 

 

30,741 

 
 
 

442 

 

2-Children < 5 years with 
Severe Acute 

23,056 23,056 283 
 

23,056 
 
 

 



Malnutrition discharged 
recovered 

283 

3-Number of health 
centres with SAM 
treatment 

488 488 464 
 

488 
 

464 
 

CHILD PROTECTION        

Emergency affected 
children provided with 
psychosocial support at 
child-friendly spaces 

15,000 7,377 2 639 

 

7,377 2 639  

Establishment of child-
friendly spaces at 
nutrition centres 

488 40 18 
 

40 18 
 


