
 

 

Denmark announces DKK 70 million donation over three years 

to UNICEF to invest in sustainable water supply systems in 

Ethiopia 

 

Addis Ababa, 23 June 2022 – The Government of Denmark through its partnership with UNICEF 

has announced a DKK 70 million (approx. 10 million USD) contribution over the next three years 

to support UNICEF’s water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) programme in Ethiopia.  

Overall, 70 million people do not have access to clean water and 90 per cent of all children lack 

access to basic sanitation.  

“Acute shortages of clean water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene practices threaten the 

lives of children leaving them prone to life threatening diseases like diarrhea and other water-

borne illnesses,” said H.E. Kira Smith Sindbjerg, Danish Ambassador to Ethiopia. “Therefore, 

sustainable access to clean water in Ethiopia and the whole of Africa is a key development 

priority for Denmark.” 

In addition, Ethiopia is a country prone to climatic shocks and right now it is facing the most 

severe drought in decades with climate change being the main driver.  

“The majority of this funding will support the scale up of climate resilient and environmentally 

friendly water supply systems so when drought hits, children and their families will not have to 

suffer and will still have access to clean water,” said the Ambassador.  

The Danish contribution will also improve access to WASH services in schools and health 

facilities, increase the installation of water points and promote safe hygiene practices which is 

especially critical to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  

Further investments will be made to bolster UNICEF’s Emergency WASH mechanism, which 

provides life-saving WASH services at the onset of an emergency, such as in the current drought 

affected areas.  

“UNICEF is extremely grateful to the Government of Denmark for this generous contribution,” 

said Gianfranco Rotigliano, UNICEF Representative in Ethiopia. “Every child has the right to 

clean water. When you provide a child with safe water, basic toilets and teach good hygiene 

practices, children are given a healthier start in life and are able to survive and thrive.” 

### 



About UNICEF 

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most 

disadvantaged children. Across 190 countries and territories, we work for every 

child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone. For more information about 

UNICEF and its work for children, visit www.unicef.org.   

For more information, please contact:  

UNICEF: Dheepa Pandian, Chief of Communication, UNICEF Ethiopia, 

dpandian@unicef.org, +251 91 125 5109 

Danish Embassy: Sebastian Rodas Medeiros, Counsellor, sebmed@um.dk,  

+251 91 151 2699 
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