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OVERVIEW
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Figure 1: IPC Acute Food Insecurity Phase

The impacts of surging global food and fuel prices put upward pressure on prices, driving inflation across the region. The relaxation of 
COVID-19 restrictions eased constraints on supply to help meet demand.¹ Currency depreciation continued across much of the region. 
Despite a recent increase in rainfall, parts of Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Botswana have experienced abnormal dryness and drought. 
Moisture deficits leading to severe drought in southern Angola and northern Namibia.² The hotspot countries monitored for the past two 
years are likely to remain hotspot countries into the next season.
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The start of the main harvest is improving food availability and 
access across much of the region. Despite availability, the prices of 
white maize, yellow maize, fertilizer and crude oil remains elevated in 
the region.³

Areas affected by poor rainfall, cyclones, and conflict are likely to 
face food deficits even in the post-harvest period, with stressed (IPC 
Phase 2 and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes expected through at 
least September. 

Inconsistent rainfall since late December 2021 has strengthened 
moisture deficits leading to severe drought in southern Angola and 
northern Namibia. Severe drought is present across much of 
southern Madagascar. Despite a recent increase in rainfall 
abnormal dryness and drought persist in parts of Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, and Botswana. 

Brown locust outbreaks have been reported and confirmed in South 
Africa and Namibia. Locust control teams has been deployed to 
embark on surveillance, monitoring and control. In Namibia, surveil-
lance was intensified in the regions which were previously affected 
by the African Migratory Locusts. However, there is no AML report so 
far.

The SAM/MAM admission trend in the region has been increased 
with some countries highlighting more than 30 percent increase in 
2022.

Despite average production is expected in 2022, regional maize 
supply for the 2022/23 marketing year is expected to be sufficient due 
to above average carry-over stocks from marketing year 2021/22. 
Despite dynamic regional and international exports during the first 
half of the marketing year, South Africa maintains roughly half of its 
estimated exportable maize surpluses.4 Although, structurally deficit 
areas such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo – Haut Katanga, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, and Zimbabwe are likely to rely on maize 
imports from Zambia (in the case of the DRC) and South Africa.

Following the Ukraine-Russia crisis, the region will likely face a general 
rise in food and energy prices given its strong dependence on 
imported oil, wheat and edible oil. The combination of high food prices 
and high fertilizer prices would hit the Southern Africa region hard and 
potentially push millions more into hunger and poverty, particularly 
the poorest segments of populations who spend a disproportionately 
high share of their income on transport and food. 

https://fews.net/southern-africa/key-message-update/may-2022

https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/Global-
Weather-Hazards-2022.05.20.pdf

https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/R-
SMOU_20220428.pdf

Despite a recent increase in rainfall, parts of Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, and Botswana experienced abnormal dryness and 
drought.

Inconsistent rainfall since late December 2021 has strengthened 
moisture deficits leading to severe drought in southern Angola 
and northern Namibia. 

Severe drought is present across much of southern Madagascar. 
Three years of consecutive severe drought have wiped out 
harvests and hampered access to food in Madagascar’s Grand 
South regions.

Poor seasonal performance due to delays in planting is expected 
to create harvest setbacks which will affect supplies in market 
year 2022/23.

Commodity prices were rising steadily before the onset of the 
Ukraine conflict. Following the Ukraine-Russia crisis, the region 
will likely face a general rise in food and energy prices given its 
strong dependence on imported oil, wheat and edible oil.

Brown locust outbreaks have been reported and confirmed in 
South Africa and Namibia. Locust control teams has been 
deployed to embark on surveillance, monitoring and control.

https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/PW_GLO-
BAL_202205_FINAL.pdf
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Figure 2: Africa Weather Hazards, May 20 - 26, 2022

AGRICULTURAL SEASON

Poor seasonal performance due to delays in planting is expected 
to create harvest setbacks which will affect supplies in market 
year 2022/23.4 

Inconsistent rainfall since late December 2021 has strengthened 
moisture deficits leading to severe drought in southern Angola and 
northern Namibia.²

Despite a recent increase in rainfall, parts of Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, and Botswana experienced abnormal dryness and 
drought. 

Severe drought is present across much of southern Madagascar.  
Erratic rainfall, especially at the planting stage for the high 
agricultural potential areas in the Grand Sud, has resulted in low 
production. Three years of consecutive severe drought have 
wiped out harvests and hampered access to food in 
Madagascar’s Grand South regions. 5

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

 [5] https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagas-
car-grand-south-ipc-acute-food-insecurity-analysis-april-december-2021

CROP PRODUCTION

The second round Agriculture Production Estimates (APES) for Malawi, as shown below (Table 1) depicts the decline in Wheat (50%), 
Sorghum (21%), Maize (16%) and Rice (11%).  

Agriculture production estimates for 2022 round 2 - Malawi

https://reliefweb.int/report/malawi/malawi-ipc-chron-
ic-food-insecurity-report-february-2022

Table 1: Agriculture production estimates for 2022 round 2 in Malawi

 [5] 



Increase in Coffee production 

From 608MT in the 2020/2021 
season to 681MT this season.
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Winter Cereals - South Africa Crop forecasting survey - Zambia
The 2021/2022 agricultural season, in most parts of the 
country experienced delayed onset of rains with effective 
planting rains causing a delay in the onset of planting. In 
addition to the delayed rainfall, parts of southern, central, 
Lusaka, western and eastern provinces recorded a combina-
tion of flash floods and prolonged dry spells. 

Furthermore, most parts of the country reported incidences 
of fall army worms that affected some crops especially, 
maize.

Second round crop and livestock assessment - Zimbabwe
The false start of the season resulted in failed crop establishment forcing most 
farmers to replant several times. During April unusually heavy late rains have 
been received which should not benefit the late planted crop. Following the 
incessant rains received, associated with the tropical storm Ana, there was a 
prolonged dry spell starting from the first week of February in most areas which 
persisted to the end of March. 

The late onset caused late plantings which were later affected by the prolonged dry spell at the reproductive stage causing write offs especially 
in the central and southern parts of the country. The prolonged dry spell affected most areas of the country except for some districts in Mashona-
land Central (Mazowe, Guruve, Bindura and Shamva) and Mashonaland West (Makonde, Hurungwe and parts of Zvimba. Most parts of the 
country received cumulative rainfall in the normal to below normal category.

Comparing the final calculated crop figures with the numbers set by the CEC 
during February 2022, the size of the commercial wheat crop is 2 285 000 tons 
which is 1,23% more than the final crop estimate figure of 2 257 205 tons.  

For barley the recalculated crop size is 334 000 tons which is 0,88% more than 
the final crop estimate figure of 331 100 tons. 

The final recalculated canola crop estimate figure is 198 100 tons, which is 
higher than the final crop estimate. 

The final recalculated oats crop estimate figure is 59 000 tons which is -15,65% 
lower than the final crop estimate.

CROP FINAL AREA 
PLANNTED

FINAL CROP 
TONS

CEC AREA 
PLANNTED

CEC FINAL 
ESTIMATES

FINAL CROP Vs. FINAL 
ESTIMATE (%)

523 500

Oats

Canola
Barley
Wheat

36 250

2 285 000

36 250
100 000
94 730

100 000
94 730
523 500

59 000
198 100
334 000 +0,83

+1,232 257 205
331 100
197 000
69 950 -15,65

+0,56

44% 
Decrease in Traditional grain 
production

Decrease from 347968Mt in 
2020/2021 season to 194100MT  in 
2021/2022 .

41% 
Decrease in Sorghum production 

Decrease from 244063 MT in 
2020/2021 season to 144633 MT 
2021/2022  

60% 
Decrease in Finger Millet production 

decrease from 13223Mt 2020/2021 to 
5320Mt in the 2021/2022 season

61% 
Decrease in African Peas production 

Decreased from 38452Mt in the 
2020/2021 to 14884Mt in the 
2021/2022 season

54% 
Decrease in Sesame production 

Decrease from 11802Mt in 2020/2021 
season to 5427Mt 2021/2022. 

Decrease in Pearl Millet production 

Decrease from 90683Mt in 2020/2021 
season to 44143Mt in 2021/2022 

15% 
Increase in Rice production 

Increased from 468MT in 
2020/2021season to 539Mt in 
2021/2022.  

50% 
Decrease in Round nuts production 

Decrease from 37156Mt in 2020/2021 
season  18718Mt to 2021/2022  

53% 
Decrease in Groundnut production 

Decrease from 208864Mt   in 
2020/2021 season to 98765Mt 
2021/2022 season

51% 
Decrease in Sweet Potato production 

Decrease from  207529Mt in 2020/2021 
season to 422613Mt in 2021/2022

17% 
Decrease in Sugar beans production 

Decrease from 25388Mt in the 2020/2021 
season to 30613Mt in 2021/2022.

Field crop production

51% 

Decrease in Maize production 

Decrease from the 2717171 Mt in 
2020/2021 season to 21557914 Mt in 
021/2022

43% 
12% 

Increase in pork production

From 14347MT in 2020 to 
16074MT in 2021 against a 
national target of 22000MT by 
2025  

30% 
Increase in beef production 

From 50000MT in 2020 to 
65000MT in 2021 against a 
national target of 90000MT by 
2025

Increase in mutton production 

From 53.95MT in 2020 to 
62.83MT 2021 against national 
target 800MT by 2025. 

32% 
Increase in Broiler meat 

production 

111600 tonnes in 2020 to 
143500 tonnes in 2021. 

Increase in Day-old chick 
production 

From 71.4 million in 2020 to 
91.6 million chicks in 2021.

Increased in milk production 

From 76695156 litres in 2020 
to 79607573 litres in 2021. 

4% 

33% 
Increase in diary milking herd 

production 

From 19000 cows in 2020 to 25212 
cows in 2021

32% 
Increase in Broiler meat 

production 

111600 tonnes in 2020 to 
143500 tonnes in 2021. 

1% 
Increase in Table egg 

production 

From 59.3 in 2020 to 59.7 in 
2021.

16% 28% 

Livestock

348% 
Increase in Pecan Nuts 

production 

From 853MT last season to 
374Mt this season.

Horticulture

19% 
Increase in Irish Potato 

production 

From 447867Mt in the 
2020/2021 season to 592779MT 
this season   

3% 
Increase in Sugarcane 

production 

From 5886527Mt in the 
2020/2021 season to 
6049404Mt in 2021/2022.   

Decrease in Macadamia 
production 

From 58044Mt obtained in the 
2020/2021 season to 52488Mt 
this season. 

12% 17% 
Increase in Apple production 

From 4032 Mt in the 
2020/2021 season to 4708Mt 
in the 2021/22.

Fisheries and Aquatic 
resources 

18% 
Increase in number of fish 

ponds 

From 5,634 in 2021 to 6,988 fish 
ponds in April 2022

14% 
increase Nile crocodile 

production 

From 98800 in 2019 to 113063 
crocodiles in 2020

73% 
Increase in Blueberries 

production 

From 1 140MT  last season 
968MT this season.

34% 
Decrease in Tea production 

Declined from 38056MT in the 
2020/2021 season to 24994MT 
this season. 

Table 2: Winter cereas production

Table 3: Crop forecasting survey 

Crop Expected production 
(MT)  2020/2021

% change

Maize 3,620,244               2,706,243            -25.24
Sorghum 18,372                    14,843                 -19.21
Rice 65,876                    62,280                 -5.46
Millet 34,702                    24,224                 -30.19
Sunflower 79,816                    80,164                 0.44
Groundnuts 175,329                  190,150               8.45
Soya Beans 411,115                  475,353               15.63
Seed Cotton 31,859                    22,752                 -28.59
Irish Potato 62,358                    52,372                 -16.01
Virginia Tobacco 15,756                    16,428                 4.26
Burley Tobacco 9,637                      6,717                   -30.30
Mixed Beans 54,679                    60,262                 10.21
Bambara Nuts 6,758                      5,829                   -13.75
Cowpeas 12,452                    8,138                   -34.64
Sweet Potatoes 213,567                  132,442               -37.99
Cassava 3,799,459               3,497,601            -7.94
Paprika 63                           167                      166.60
Wheat 205,882                  234,925               14.11
Barley 8,556                      14,201                 65.97
Castor Beans 12                           14                        18.20
Popcorn 6,986                      7,543                   7.97

Expected production 
(MT)  2021/2022
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NUTRITION

BROWN LOCUST OUTBREAK

 

The southern Africa region is faced with increased burden of 
malnutrition in 2022. There are several ongoing efforts to 
closely monitor the nutrition situation across southern Africa in 
all hotspot areas. 

The admission trend in the region has been increased with 
some countries highlighting more than 30 percent increase in 
their admission in 2022. Admission has been increased in the 
south – Angola, Malawi, Namibia.

Angola
There is an increase on the number of children who have been 
admitted for acute malnutrition. 68,482 children have been 
screened in health facilities for acute malnutrition. 

Almost 20,000 children have been admitted for the treatment 
of SAM. Admissions in 2022 are higher than admissions in 
2021 for the same time period, with a five percent reported in 
January and a 17% increase in admission in Feb 2021. 

Mozambique
In Angola, there is a need for more fundraising to secure the 
RUTF/RUSF pipeline beyond quarter 2 of 2022 and maintain 
the expansion of the response initiated in 2021 in the southern 
provinces of Angola.  

Madagascar
Quarter one  mass screening in the 15 drought-affected districts 
showed a   proxy-GAM of (8,4%), no districts in an emergency, 
five districts in alert.

Nutrition response is ongoing in the ten southern drought and  
flood affected districts targeting  500,000 children (60,000 with 
SAM).

Malawi
Overall, there is a 30% increase in SAM admissions from 
10,373 (Jan to March 2021) compared to same period in 2022.  
MAM admissions increased from 1,274 (March 2021) to 2,871 
same period in 2022. Overall, the MAM admissions increased 
from 3,682 (Jan to March 2021) to 6,829 same period in 2022. 
The funding gap is 1.2 M funding GAP- 92% underfunded.

Zambia
A total of 484,831 Children  0 to 59 months were screened in 
April 2022. 1552 Children 6 to 59 months were admitted into 
the SAM program in April. Donor funding for nutrition 
emergency response was ended in September 2021.

South Africa
The brown locust outbreak in other provinces has lowered. 
Eastern Cape Province is the most affected area. Locusts are in 
adult stage. Control has been conducted and training in some 
areas. An estimated 7000 ha has been controlled through aerial 
and ground teams.

Challenges
◊  There is a shortage of ground teams to cover the newly 
 affected areas in the Eastern Cape province. 

◊   Pest control in the villages is not easy as the fields that need
   to be controlled are used as grazing camps for animals.
◊   Small-scale farmers hesitation to use pesticides.

Namibia
Fourth wave of Brown locust has been reported and confirmed 
in /Kharas and Hardap regions of Namibia. The Locust is 
reported to be at all developmental stages (Hatching, Nymph, 
Basking and hopping to flying stages). 

Challenges
◊ Despite the coldness experienced in the whole country
     Karas and Hardap regions are still warm.

◊  Some of the breeding zones are in  a game park which
     makes it difficult to control.
◊  The majority of the locusts are in the hatching stage, and
 some have been observed flying in swarms.
◊   Most  areas are impassable due to the landscape which is 
     rocky and mountainous.

Limite district
Alerte

Urgence
Sous controle

Legende

Figure 3: Madagascar Mass MUAC Screening
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Markets & Prices 
In Southern Africa, maize prices were stable across most markets 
as harvesting of the 2022 crop commenced. The impacts of 
surging global food and fuel prices put upward pressure on prices, 
driving inflation across the region. The relaxation of COVID-19 
restrictions eased constraints on supply to help meet demand. 
Below-average rainfall was recorded across most of the region. 
Currency depreciation continued across much of the region.¹

The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) averaged 158.5 points in April 
2022, down 0.8 percent from March. However, 29.8 percent was 
above the corresponding month last year. Meanwhile, sugar, meat 
and dairy price sub-indices sustained moderate increases. Cereal 
price index averaged 169.5 points down 0.4% from March.6

Structurally deficit areas and countries such as the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo – Haut Katanga, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
and Zimbabwe are likely to rely on maize imports from Zambia (in 
the case of the DRC) and South Africa for the remainder of the 
marketing year. 

In South Africa, the prices of wholesale maize and maize grain 
were stable due to ample supply from the 2021 harvest, favorable 
production prospects for 2022, and appreciation of the ZAR.

In Zambia maize prices increased seasonally but were above the 
2021 average. In Mozambique, prices increased atypically due to 
the delay in harvests and below-average supply in some areas of 
the country. In Zimbabwe, although April marks the beginning of 
the harvesting period, maize grain and maize meal prices 
increased atypically due to shortages from the delayed and 
below-average agricultural season. 

In Malawi, maize grain prices increased atypically due to the 
government’s increase in the floor price for maize. In Madagascar, 
prices of local rice declined seasonally but imported rice prices 
were stable because of improved availability.

Potential implications of the Ukraine Conflict

Commodity prices were rising steadily before the onset of the Ukraine conflict. Following the Ukraine-Russia crisis, the region will likely 
face a general rise in food and energy prices given its strong dependence on imported oil, wheat and edible oil. The combination of high 
food prices and high fertilizer prices would hit the Southern Africa region hard and potentially push millions more into hunger and poverty, 
particularly the poorest segments of populations who spend a disproportionately high share of their income on transport and food. 

Poor countries highly reliant on imports for their staple food supplies and with low financial capacity to insulate domestic market through 
policy measures & re-source commodities from other countries, resources of poor urban households among the worst affected due to 
high market dependence, and shortages of some commodities are possible in countries highly dependent on imports, with low-income 
countries the most vulnerable.

The further rise in fertilizer prices will translate into their lower accessibility, with implications for planting and yield prospects in the next 
agricultural season.

Fertilizer prices increased in April  due to supply concerns and high energy prices. South Africa, Zambia, Tanzania, and Malawi, the four 
key suppliers of maize in the region, are highly import-dependent on fertilizer. 

Concern is currently highest for Madagascar and Zimbabwe. Below-average harvest in 2022 and continued reliance on humanitarian food 
assistance and grain imports Government taxes, and food movement controls will further reduce food access.

With Russia and Ukraine among the world's largest exporters of grains and oilseeds, the ongoing conflict, and resulting spike in 
agricultural commodity prices, has fueled concerns about potential food security risks.

[6]  https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/

Figure 4: International Commodity Price Trends

Figure 5: Maize Price Trends in Southern Africa
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[7]  

https://fmnrhub.com.au/

https://reliefweb.int/report/malawi/malawi-ipc-chron-
ic-food-insecurity-report-february-2022

 [8] 



Southern Africa

Co-Chair
Quraishia Merzouk 
quraishia.merzouk@fao.org 

Co-Chair
Godfrey Kafera
gkafera@fews.net

Contact information:

6

Food and Nutrition Security Bulletin - Southern Africa, MAY 2022

The Regional Food Nutrition and Security Working Group for southern 
Africa (FNSWG) is a coordinating platform for food security and 
nutrition issues in the region. FNSWG  members  currently  include  
the  Southern  African  Development Community  (SADC)  Secretariat,  
regional  development  humanitarian  organisations, donors, non-
governmental and academic bodies. 

To learn more:

FNSWG Website Follow us on Twitter

Country

In the May FNSWG meeting, a presentation was provided by World Vision 
Australia, Senior, Climate Action Advisor on trees and climate change: the case of 
natural regenetation.

Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR) is a low-cost, transformational 
and sustainable land restoration technique used to combat poverty and hunger, 
and increase the quality of life for farmers in developing countries. FMNR is 
currently practiced across
more than 25 countries.

The FMNR approach involves systematic regeneration, management and 
regrowth of trees and shrubs from felled tree stumps, roots and seedlings. 
Communities discover how the simple act of pruning can release the untapped 
energy of deep, underground root systems, rapidly turning shrubs and stumps 
into mature trees and forests in a matter of years, completely transforming the 
world around them. FMNR involves the selection of emerging trees and the 
thinning, pruning and management of stems. 

How Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR) improves food security

Introducing FMNR along with other low-cost sustainable agriculture practices 
has been proven to improve food security and resilience for smallholder farmers 
and their families. This integrated approach contributes to diversified food 
options, improved access to food and nutrition, increased crop yields and 
improved livestock production. Regenerating trees on cropland promotes 
increased crop growth during the dry season by providing shade and reducing 
water evaporation.8 

IPC Chronic Food Insecurity Analysis Report for Malawi

Farmer managed natural regeneration of forestry for soil and water conservation

Approximately 5.4 million people in Malawi living in rural and secondary 
urban  centers are facing Moderate or Severe chronic food insecurity (IPC 
CFI Levels  3 and 4) due to abject poverty and recurrent shocks, among 
other drivers. The February Malawi IPC Chronic Food Insecurity (CFI) 
analysis found that an additional estimated 4.4 million people face mild 
food insecurity, whilst approximately 6.9 million people face No/Minimal 
chronic food insecurity. 

Chronic food insecurity in Malawi, where over 70% of the population of 
about 19.1 million people is living below the international poverty line of 
$1.90/day, is driven by abject poverty, recurrent shocks, poor policies and 
implementation as well as reliance on weak livelihood strategies. 

The report recommends medium to long-term interventions to address 
the structural causes of chronic food insecurity, particularly for the 
country’s most vulnerable populations, including subsistence farmers, the 
elderly, female-headed households and others.7

5.4M people in IPC 
CFI Levels 3 and 4

33% of the population 
is in IPC 3+ 

Over 70% people living 
below international 

poverty line 

Figure 6: Malawi IPC chronic food insecurity map


