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Source:
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REGIONAL: EXTREME POVERTY 
In the recently-published Social Panorama 
of Latin America, the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) estimates that 
the number of people living in extreme 
poverty in the region increased by around 
5 million between 2020 and 2021, bringing 
the total number of people facing extreme 
poverty to a staggering 86 million. 
Extreme poverty rose from 13.1 to 13.8 
per cent in the past year, representing a 27-
year setback in the fight for its eradication. 
Despite a slight decline in overall poverty, 
more than 200 million people are still 
poor in the region today. The health and 

socio-economic repercussions of the 
pandemic continue to disproportionately 
affect those already most vulnerable in the 
region, including women and children, 
rural communities and indigenous peoples. 
ECLAC says that the modest economic 
recovery of 2020 is not enough to mitigate 
the deep economic and social scars left by 
the pandemic, calling on governments to 
maintain cash-based support – which was 
slashed by more than 50 per cent in the 
first 10 months of 2021 compared to the 
corresponding period in 2020 – strengthen 
social protection systems and facilitate a 
safe return to in-person classes in 2022.  

KEY FIGURES

 86M
PEOPLE LIVE IN EXTREME 

POVERTY IN LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN

Source:
• Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 

(IPC)

KEY FIGURES HONDURAS: FOOD INSECURITY

According to the latest Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC) report 
for December 2021-August 2022, more 
than 2.2 million Hondurans – 24 per cent 
of the population analyzed – will continue 
to face crisis levels of food insecurity 
(IPC Phase 3 or above) through February 
2022, including 241,000 in Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4). In the coming months, the 
already dire food security situation in the 
country is expected to worsen, driven 
largely by a chronic lack of employment, 
depletion of food reserves, increasing 
prices and international supply chain 
crises. Crisis levels of food insecurity are 
expected to rise between June and August 

2022, when 2.6 million people – up 18 per 
cent from February 2022 – are projected 
to be classified in IPC Phase 3 or above, 
with both the lean season and the peak of 
cyclonic activity in the Atlantic (August-
September) just around the corner. 
Seventeen of Honduras’ 18 departments 
are classified in IPC Phase 3, with Gracias 
a Dios (43 per cent in IPC Phase 3 or 
above), Lempira (32 per cent) and La Paz 
(30 per cent) exhibiting the highest levels 
of severity. These departments, among the 
hardest hit by twin storms Eta and Iota 
in 2020, have large numbers of extremely 
vulnerable indigenous populations, who 
face unique food and nutrition challenges. 

 2.2M  
PEOPLE FACE CRISIS LEVEL 

(IPC PHASE 3 OR ABOVE) FOOD 
INSECURITY

KEY FIGURES SOUTH AMERICA: FLOODS

La Niña-driven floods continue to affect 
countries across South America. Over 
the past two months, heavy rain-induced 
floods have affected nearly 60,000 families 
in Bolivia – between 210,000 and 300,000 
people – including 10,800 families 
who lost their homes or livelihoods. 
In neighbouring Peru, on 24 January, 
driving rains and associated mudslides 

forced the evacuation of nearly 900 people 
from the town of Machu Picchu in the 
Cusco Region, located near Peru’s main 
tourist attraction of the same name. The 
floods damaged and destroyed homes 
and other buildings, stretches of road and 
infrastructure, threatening to affected 
tourism-dependent livelihoods already 
devastated by the pandemic. 

 210-300K 
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY FLOODS 

IN BOLIVIA AMID RAINY 
SEASON

Sources:
• Government of Bolivia 
• Government of Peru  
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KEY FIGURES REGIONAL: COVID-19
Over the last week, more than 8 million 
new COVID-19 cases were reported in 
the Americas region, the highest weekly 
case count since the start of the pandemic, 
up more than 30 per cent from the 
previous week. Deaths also increased by 
37 per cent, reaching 18,000. In Central 
America, COVID-19-related deaths 
shot up by 107 per cent compared to the 
previous week, with Mexico, Panama and 
Costa Rica all setting new single-day case 
records. Meanwhile, in South America, 
Argentina reported more than 797,000 
cases over the past week, while Brazil 

registered 477,000 new cases – a 193 per 
cent increase compared to the previous 
week – and Paraguay saw cases double 
nearly every two days. In the Caribbean, 
14 countries and territories have set new 
single-day case records over the past two 
weeks, including Haiti, where just 1 per 
cent of the population is vaccinated against 
COVID-19. The latest Omicron-driven 
surge continues to affect already-strained 
health systems across the region, especially 
as increasing numbers of health personnel 
contract the virus. 

Sources:
• Our World in Data
• Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO)

Cases, deaths & people vaccinated (30 Jan)

Total cases

Total deaths

People vaccinated

(% of pop)

(% of pop)

Fully vaccinated

58,553,151

1,593,946

474,389,727

72.3% 

63.0%

412,810,293

+5.7% from 23 Jan

+0.8% from 23 Jan

+1.3% from 23 Jan

+1.3% from 23 Jan

+1.6% from 23 Jan

+1.5% from 23 Jan

KEY FIGURES ECUADOR: OIL SPILL

On 28 January, a rockslide caused the 
rupture of a pipeline operated by Heavy 
Crude Oil Pipeline Ecuador (OCP for its 
acronym in Spanish), spilling thousands of 
litres of oil in the Piedra Fina sector located 
on the border of the Amazonian provinces 
of Napo and Sucumbíos, home to many 
indigenous groups. The OCP pipeline 
pumps out about 450,000 barrels of crude 
per day, moving oil from the Yasuní 
National Park hundreds of miles away to 
a maritime terminal. While OCP Ecuador 
claims it has contained the spill and avoided 
the contamination of surrounding bodies 
of water, environmental activists say the 
spill will be a disaster for more than 27,000 
indigenous Kichwa people living near the 
Coca River. Additionally, the spill could 

affect around 60,000 who depend on the 
oil-contaminated river for access to water. 
This is the second major oil spill in the 
Ecuadorian Amazon over the last two years 
that has affected hard-to-reach indigenous 
communities, a recurrent hazard that 
environmental experts are concerned will 
only worsen as the Government plans 
to double oil production and expand 
extractive activities in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon. The spill comes less than two 
weeks after around 6,000 barrels of oil 
were spilled off the coast of neighbouring 
Peru, affecting more than 1,400 hectares 
of sea and land as well as the health 
and livelihoods of coastal communities 
dependent on fishing and tourism.

 60K 
PEOPLE DEPEND ON THE OIL-
CONTAMINATED COCA RIVER 

FOR WATER

Sources:
• Government of Ecuador
• Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of 

Ecuador (CONAIE)

KEY FIGURES CARIBBEAN: MIGRATION 

The U.S. Coast Guard has officially called 
off the search for 34 people still missing 
after a boat believed to be used for human 
smuggling capsized off the coast of Florida 
en route from The Bahamas last week. 
U.S. authorities have confirmed the death 
of at least five people. The Bahamas has 
long been an important transit point for 
migrants hoping to reach the U.S. While 
the nationality of those on board has yet 

to be confirmed, migrants arriving on 
the shores of The Bahamas are usually 
from Haiti and Cuba, although authorities 
reported apprehending migrants from 
other parts of the region earlier this 
month, including Colombia and Ecuador. 
This latest incident came just days after 
the U.S. Coast Guard found 88 Haitians in 
an overloaded sail freighter west of Great 
Inagua, Bahamas.

 34 
PEOPLE STILL MISSING AFTER 
MIGRANT BOAT CAPSIZES OFF 

THE COAST OF FLORIDA

Source:
• U.S. Coast Guard


