
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 

USD 4.2 m cash-based transfers made 

USD 11.5 m six months (April - September 
2022) net funding requirements, 
representing 47% of total 

120,414 people assisted  
in MARCH 2022. 

Operational Context 

While Ecuador exhibited GBP growth in the years 

prior to the pandemic, which resulted in declining 

poverty and increased investment in social policies, 

infrastructure, health, and education, the COVID-19 

health crisis triggered a deep recession that led to a 

rebound in poverty (27.7% in December 2021; 

10.5% extreme poverty). Ecuador is an upper-

middle-income country with high income inequality 

(2019 Gini index = 0.48).  

The humanitarian and development context in 

Ecuador continues to evolve as the country recovers 

from the pandemic. Despite the peace process in 

Colombia, new refugees are still arriving to the 

country, as well as increasing numbers of 

Venezuelans in vulnerable situations: as of February 

2022, GTRM 508,935 Venezuelans (62% of whom 

are in irregular status) in Ecuador.  

Ecuador is vulnerable to climate change and prone 

to natural disasters, including droughts, floods, 

volcanic eruptions, and earthquakes. These, 

combined with soil erosion and environmental 

degradation, threaten food system sustainability, 

and may increase already-high rates of malnutrition 

and poverty. 

WFP, present in Ecuador since 1964, provides 

advisory, technical, and policy support to the 

Government of Ecuador and contributes to food 

security, and nutrition of vulnerable people.  

 

Operational Updates 

• In March, WFP provided food vouchers to 

87,211 migrants, refugees, and people from 

host communities across Ecuador; most 

migrants and refugees were Venezuelans (95 

percent), followed by Colombians (5 percent). 

WFP also provided 11,026 pregnant and 

lactating women and children under two years 

of age, from the most vulnerable households in 

16 provinces, with an additional cash-based 

transfer (CBT) to improve their nutrition during 

the 1,000-day window in March. 

• 5,746 migrants, refugees and people from host 

communities received hot meals at shelters and 

canteens.  

• 4,525 Venezuelan migrants on the move with a 

one-time food voucher. 

• In February, WFP started the delivery of the 

"Nutritional Support Bonus" with the Ministry of 

Economic and Social Inclusion and ADRA in 

Carchi, Pichincha, and Esmeraldas to support 

vulnerable Ecuadorians affected by COVID-19. 

As of March, 95 percent (6,426 of 6,803) 

beneficiary households redeemed the voucher. 

• WFP carried out several activities to 

commemorate the International Women’s Day, 

including a dialogue entitled "We Are Real 

Women" on 8 March in Carchi province, in 

coordination with the local government. In 

addition, WFP, FAO and IFAD held a "Rural 

Women and Family Farming" event within the 

joint Gender Transformative Approaches 

program, reaching 70 people. 

• On 9 March, WFP Country Director, Mr. Matteo 

Perrone, held a meeting with the Minister of 

Education, Ms. Maria Brown, to discuss topics of 

mutual interest like school feeding, water 

quality and the IX School Feeding Forum. 

• On 14 March, WFP and its partners inaugurated 

a recreation centre in a shelter in Huaquillas 

city, near the Southern border. This centre is a 

recreational space where children can learn and 

have fun. This is one of 40 centres that WFP 

supports across the country. 
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2015 Human Development Index:    

86 out of 189 

 
Chronic malnutrition: 23.9% of 

children under five years old 

Population: 17.7 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Contact info: Gabriela Montesdeoca (gabriela.montesdeoca@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Matteo Perrone 
Further information: https://www.wfp.org/countries/ecuador 
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Monitoring 

• WFP continues to deliver Food Safety and 

Quality trainings to cooperating partners at 

shelters and canteens. WFP conducted regular 

monitoring and coaching exercises after the 

trainings to ensure trainees follow guidance 

on managing healthy and nutritious foods for 

WFP’s beneficiaries. 

 

Challenges 

• In March, Ecuador recorded 28,456 new 

COVID-19 cases; in total, 861,251 cases have 

been reported across the country since the 

start of the pandemic. Under the National 

Vaccination Program, 13.8 million people have 

been fully vaccinated, including 100,000 

migrants and refugees.  

• The national unemployment rate decreased at 

4.3 percent in February 2022 (compared to 

5.4 in January). Male unemployment rates 

decreased to 3.9 percent and female 

unemployment decreased to 4.9 percent, 

according to the National Institute of 

Statistics and Census (INEC, for its Spanish 

acronym). 

• According to INEC, as of December 2021, the 

poverty rate stood at 27.7 percent. Out of this 

percentage, 10.5 percent is in extreme 

poverty. 

 

 

Highlights 

 
• On 26 March, a strong earthquake in 

Esmeralda’s province affected at least 217 

families, who lost their houses. In response to 

the Government's request, WFP deployed 

immediate aid to the victims in coordination 

with the National Risk and Emergency 

Management Service. As of 31 March, WFP 

has assisted 126 beneficiaries by delivering 

USD 240 voucher. 

 

 

Donors 

Brazil, Canada, European Union, Germany, Japan, 

Republic of Korea (the), United States of America, 

and private and multilateral donors.  

Additional support has been provided by the 

Adaptation Fund. 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in 
USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

197.4 m 145 m 17.2 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome #1: Refugees, displaced persons and vulnerable 
people in Ecuador are enabled to meet their basic food and nutrition 
requirements all year long 
Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  
• Complement the Government's social protection strategy by 

providing Cash-Based Transfers to the most vulnerable 
populations and support in vulnerability analysis and 
knowledge management. 

Strategic Result 3: Smallholders have improved food security and 
nutrition 

Strategic Outcome #2: Smallholder farmers, especially women, in 
targeted areas, durably increase their incomes and improve their 
productivity by 2021. 
Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  
• Support and increase the participation of smallholder farmer 

organizations in national and local commercial mechanisms and 
institutional markets. 

• Strengthen the capacity of farmer organizations. 

Strategic Result 4: Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome #3: Food-insecure communities and individuals in 
areas that are highly vulnerable to climate change, and government 
institutions have strengthened capacity for adaptation to climate change 
by 2021. 
Focus area:  Resilience 

Activities:  
• Strengthen or develop emergency preparedness, response, and 

early warning systems. 
• Strengthen the implementation of adaptation and resilience 

measures. 

Strategic Result 5: Countries have strengthened capacity to 
implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome #4: National institutions and programmes in 
Ecuador, including social protection programmes, are supported to reduce 
food insecurity and malnutrition by 2021. 
Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  
• Technical assistance, research and assessments, to improve the 

implementation of programs linked to food security and nutrition.  
• Knowledge management and sharing of best practices and studies, 

including through South-South cooperation. 
 

Strategic Result 8: Enhance Global Partnership 

Strategic Outcome #5: Humanitarian and development partners in 
Ecuador have access to reliable services throughout the crisis.  
Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  
• Provide technical assistance and services through the logistics sector 

to the National Disaster Management Offices and relevant partners 
to improve emergency logistics coordination and supply chain 
management. 

*Budget Revision 06 was approved in September 2021. The revision 
extends the operation until December 2022. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

