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Cases, deaths & vaccines administered (12 Apr.)

Cases +3.8% from 5 Apr.

+4.2% from 5 Apr.Deaths
Vaccines

26,354,249  

832,419  
64,568,056  +23% from 5 Apr.

SOUTH AMERICA: COVID-19 
The P.1 variant from Brazil, 
thought to be 2 to 2.5 times more 
transmissible than the original strain 
of the virus, is rapidly spreading 
across South America, as Brazil 
topped 13 million COVID-19 cases 
on 5 April. According to the health 
institute Fiocruz, 92 variants of 
coronavirus have been detected 
in country, which are fuelling a 
massive surge in cases and deaths, 
with 66,570 deaths recorded in 
March alone, more than double 
the previous month’s COVID-19 
death toll. The country’s death toll 
has now surpassed 353,000, second 
only to the US, with projections 
that COVID-19-related deaths could 
reach 500,000 by 1 July.

The spread of the Brazil variant 
is also driving a surge in the virus 
across South America, with single-
day records for cases and deaths 
recently set in Paraguay, Uruguay 
and Venezuela, while on 9 April 
Argentina recorded its highest 
24-hour case count with 24,130 
new cases and Peru registered its 
highest single-day death toll at 
384 on 10 April. Given that Brazil 

shares a border with 10 countries, 
the greater transmissibility of the 
Brazil variant poses a grave threat to 
the entire continent, as the virus is 
spreading at a much faster pace amid 
the collapse of health systems and 
a lackluster rollout of the vaccine 
in most countries, prompting the 
governments to close their borders 
and tighten COVID-19 restrictions.

KEY FIGURES

353K
COVID-19-RELATED DEATHS IN 
BRAZIL, SECOND ONLY TO THE US

92
VARIANTS OF CORONAVIRUS 
DETECTED IN BRAZIL 

Sources:
• Government of Argentina 
• Government of Brazil
• Government of Paraguay
• Government of Peru 
• Government of Uruguay
• Government of Venezuela 
• Fiocruz
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KEY FIGURES

16-20K
EVACUATED FROM ORANGE AND 
RED ZONE COMMUNITIES NEAR 
LA SOUFRIÈRE

Sources:
• NEMO 
• United Nations Sub-Regional Team (UNST)
 in Barbados
• UWI 

CARIBBEAN: VOLCANIC ERUPTION 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES
After weeks of heightened activity, La Soufrière 
volcano entered an explosive state on 9 April, 
erupting three times in the span of just 12 
hours, sending ash plumes 20,000 feet into the 
air. Extremely heavy ash fall continues to rain 
down over St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
and a strong sulfur smell is permeating 
communities, with ash clouds also affecting 
neighboring Eastern Caribbean countries.  

On 12 April, the dome at La Soufrière 
collapsed and pyroclastic flows began along 
the valleys of the eastern and western coast. 
Per the University of the West Indies (UWI) 
Volcano Monitoring Team, pyroclastic flows 
could potentially devastate communities 
surrounding the volcano, destroying homes, 
critical infrastructure and livelihoods 
dependent on agriculture and fisheries. The 
UWI Team says the current activity at La 
Soufrière is similar to the 1902 eruption, 
which killed 1,600 people and had an 
economic cost of US$200 million. 

The evacuation of some 16,000-20,000 
people began on 8 April after the 

Government issued an immediate evacuation 
order for communities in the orange and 
red zone and raised the national alert 
level to red. Per the National Emergency 
Management Organisation (NEMO), many 
homes across the main island of St. Vincent 
remain without electricity and water, while 
some homes in communities closest to the 
volcano, such as Sandy Bay, have collapsed 
under the weight of intense ash fall. 

As the eruption is likely to continue for days 
or even weeks, diminishing air quality and 
the possible contamination of the water 
supply remain serious concerns, as they pose 
additional health risks in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. There are also growing 
concerns over protection risks amid widescale 
evacuations, with women and girls on the 
move and in shelters at increased risk of 
sexual and gender-based violence. With the 
food security situation already worsened by 
the pandemic, emergency food assistance is 
immediately needed as the displaced population 
is at risk of becoming food-insecure. 

CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO: MIGRATION

In March, nearly 19,000 unaccompanied 
children from Central America entered US 
border custody, a record-setting monthly 
high that eclipses the previous record of 
12,000 set in May 2019. Per US immigration 
officials, approximately 170,000 people were 
apprehended at the US southern border in 
March, a 70 per cent increase compared to the 
previous month and the highest monthly total 
in at least 15 years. 

Despite the health risks and mobility 
restrictions posed by the pandemic, 
migration flows in Central America continue 
unabated. Per the Mexican Commission for 
Refugee Aid (Comar), Mexico is on pace to 
surpass 70,000 asylum applications in 2021, 
potentially breaking the previous single year 
record for asylum requests set back in 2019. 
The severity of the protracted migration 
crisis in Central America is made apparent by 

the fact that asylum requests in Mexico, often 
a steppingstone for migrants hoping to reach 
the US, have increased by 369 per cent in the 
last five years.

In response to the recent surge in 
migration, the US Government is scaling 
up humanitarian assistance both at the 
US-Mexico border, where the Biden 
administration plans to open 10 emergency 
housing facilities with a bed capacity upwards 
of 16,700, and in El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Honduras, where the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID) will 
deploy a Disaster Assistance Response 
Team (DART) to provide emergency food 
assistance and other humanitarian programs 
to vulnerable communities still reeling from 
the devastating impacts of Hurricanes Eta 
and Iota and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

KEY FIGURES

19K
UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN FROM 
CENTRAL AMERICA ENTERED US 
BORDER CUSTODY IN MARCH

369%
INCREASE IN ASYLUM REQUESTS 
RECEIVED IN MEXICO OVER THE 
LAST FIVE YEARS 

Sources:
• Government of the United States 
• Government of Mexico
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