
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WFP Assistance 

 Country Programme  

 

DEV 200287 

(March 2012 –

December 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

200 m 
125 m 
(62%) 

- 

*January 2017 – June 2017 

 
DEV 200287: This Development Programme (DEV) has 
three components: 1) Support to Education, 2) Nutrition 
Support and 3) Capacity Development related to Disaster 
Risk Reduction. This programme started in 2012 and was 

recently extended to continue activities until December 2018. 
Under component one, WFP provides school meals to primary 
and pre-primary students in 13 food insecure districts. With 
earmarked funding, WFP has rolled out an emergency school 
meals project given the context of widespread acute food 
insecurity in 2016/17. Component two enables WFP to 
provide treatment of moderate acute malnutrition to 

children, pregnant /breastfeeding women and people on 
HIV/Tuberculosis (TB) treatment. For people on HIV/TB 

treatment, WFP also provides treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM). The third component focuses on 
strengthening national capacity to prepare for, respond to 
and mitigate disasters – this final component is linked to 
field-level asset creation under PRRO 200692. The three 

components are complemented by WFP’s support to 
agricultural markets and smallholder farmers through the 
Purchase for Progress and a Prevention of Stunting pilot.  

Food assistance to 

Refugees in Malawi 

PRRO 200460 

(June 2013 – May 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

17.9 m 9.8 m 
4.6 m 
(77%) 

*January 2017 – June 2017 

 

PRRO 200460: This is a successor project to previous 
refugee operations, which have been active in Malawi since 

2002. The goal is to contribute to achieving and maintaining 
food security among refugees and asylum seekers through 
in-kind food assistance and cash-based transfers. The project 
also seeks to support host communities with productive asset 
creation activities. However, this operation is chronically 

underfunded with frequent funding-induced ration reductions. 
The asset creation and cash component have never received 
funding. This project has recently been extended to May 
2017 in order to cater for a refugee population that was 
originally projected to reach 87,000 with continued arrivals 
primarily from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and 

Burundi to Dzaleka Camp (central Malawi), and from 

Mozambique to Luwani camp (south-western Malawi). To 
date, the population of camp-based asylum seekers and 
refugees is 32,300 people. 

 
Responding to 

Humanitarian Needs 
and Strengthening 

Resilience to Restore 

Food Security, 

Nutrition and 

Livelihoods 

PRRO 200692 

(Dec 2014 – Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirement

s  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirement

s (in USD)* 

539 m 
395 m 
(73%) 

70.3 m 
(42%) 

*January 2017 – June 2017 

 
PRRO 200692: This Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (PRRO) provides a seamless transition between 
relief response and resilience-building efforts. The project 
is the vehicle for WFP’s current relief response to the 
effects of El Niño and 2016/17 lean season food insecurity, 

targeting 6 million people beginning January 2017. The 
relief component is implemented through targeted food 
and cash transfers and also benefits from working with 

partners to deliver complementary recovery activities to 
pave way for a gradual transition to conditional assistance. 
The recovery component concentrates on multi-sector and 
multi-year resilience activities that involve nutrition-

sensitive productive asset creation and several innovations 
in risk management and reduction. Funding continues to 
be urgently needed for relief assistance with ongoing 
pipeline breaks for all non-maize commodities and cash-
based transfers.  

 

Highlights 

 WFP continued to scale up food and cash distributions to 

food insecure populations for the sixth month (December) of 
the nine month relief response (July 2016 – March 2017) to 
El Niño-induced food insecurity. While maize (the staple 
commodity) was provided in full ration in December, all non-

cereal commodities continued at half ration due to resource 

constraints. Ration sizes will increase in January, but USD 
22 million is still needed to meet the full needs of the 
affected population until the end of the operation in March.  

 WFP and partners continue to link relief food and cash 
assistance with complementary livelihood activities to ensure 
that communities can quickly recover. 

 During this unprecedented period of food-insecurity, WFP is 

also scaling up safety nets (like school meals) and expanding 
nutrition support to people living with HIV.  

 

Credit: WFP/Erin Collins 
Caption: Women sharing pulses at a November food 
distribution in Malawi’s Southern Region district of Zomba. 
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In Numbers 

5.2 million people received relief assistance 

900,448 students received school meals 

74,000 children, women and people living with 

         HIV treated for malnutrition 

80,042 people creating productive assets 

32,408 refugees and asylum seekers assisted 

52% 48% 
People Assisted 
December 2016 

December 2016 
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Donors (listed in alphabetical order) 

Australia, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, 
Lithuania, Malawi, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, World Bank, 
UK, UN CERF, USDA, USAID, Private Donors (CIFF) 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 December marked the sixth month of distributions of 
lifesaving food assistance to the population experiencing El 
Niño-induced food insecurity, under a response which 

began in July 2016. WFP reached 90 percent of targeted 
food-insecure households for December, equivalent to 5.2 

million people as of 3rd January, with distributions 
continuing for the remaining targeted households. January 
2017 will mark the peak of the response when WFP will 
target 6 million people with food, cash and, for the first 
time, WFP will roll out a voucher for maize in partnership 

with the private sector for beneficiaries of cash-based 
transfers. Meanwhile, WFP continues to scale up 
complementarity productive asset creation opportunities for 
relief beneficiaries to help pave the way for recovery. 
 

 Nominal maize prices continued to remain stable on the 

local markets in the last week of December although 
current prices are 58 percent above their values a year ago 
and almost 100 percent higher than the three year average 
price. With a volatile market for maize, WFP will be rolling 
out a voucher for maize in January of the food basket of the 
lean season response to ensure price stability. 
 

 As part of efforts to strengthen Accountability to Affected 
Populations (AAP) under the relief response, WFP is 
broadcasting key information about entitlements, targeting 
and complaints mechanisms on national radio. Radio skits 
on key issues related to food security such as diet diversity; 
proper infant and young child feeding, maternal health, and 
water and sanitation; HIV/AIDS; agricultural practices; and 

gender equality are also being broadcast on national radio 
to contribute towards positive social behaviour change and 
food security in the long run. Through a third-party, WFP 
has rolled out a toll-free hotline to manage complaints.  

 
 WFP continues to scale up its nutrition response with the 

aim of protecting gains in nutrition and HIV-related 
mortality during this period of unprecedented food 
insecurity by scaling up treatment to malnourished 
adolescents and adults living with HIV who are on 

Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) starting in January.  
 

 WFP continued to provide assistance to government for the 

official launch of the National School Health and Nutrition 
Policy which seeks to facilitate a transition from daily 
porridge in 659 schools to Home Grown School Meals 
models – which WFP currently implements in 89 primary 
schools and involves linking local farmers’ production to 
schools to provide diversified, fresh daily meals. As part of 
efforts to strengthen safety nets like school meals during 

this period of food insecurity, WFP has also temporarily 
expanded its school meals programme to provide 
emergency take home rations of Super Cereal to 57,000 
students in 71 primary schools in four districts in southern 
Malawi.  

Challenges 

 Funding remains the greatest challenge for WFP in this 
response with a shortfall of USD 22 million for non-maize 

commodities and cash-based transfers. Without additional 
resources, levels of assistance for February and March will 
not be available at the required levels.  
 

 Accessibility is becoming an increasing challenge with the 
rainy season making many rural roads impassable. WFP 
continues to preposition food in preparedness for possible 

floods. 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Malawi, a small landlocked country in sub-Saharan 
Africa, is a UNFPA global population hotspot with a 
population expanding rapidly at 3 percent per year. 
Despite significant investments in development, a 

quarter of Malawians live in poverty and the number of 
households experiencing food shocks increased from 20 
percent to 83 percent from 2012 to 2014, according to 
latest national statistics. With the majority of 
livelihoods dependent on agriculture, the population is 
highly vulnerable to the effects of natural disasters and 
food insecurity; since 2012, the context has 

necessitated large-scale humanitarian response to food 
insecurity.  

Malawi’s challenges are compounded by a volatile 
economy with one of the highest inflation rates in the 

region (at 19.9 percent), high rates of HIV infection (at 
10 percent), school drop-out (at 15 percent) and 
chronic undernutrition (at 37 percent for children under 
five). According to the Cost of Hunger in Africa study in 

Malawi, the annual costs of child undernutrition are 
some USD 597 million, equivalent to 10.3 percent of 
GDP. Given these challenges, WFP’s operations work to 
support the Government in attaining a food and 
nutrition secure and resilient future, which is guided by 
the new 2015 Sustainable Development Goals with a 
particular emphasis on reaching zero hunger (SDG 2).  

WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Contact info: wfp.lilongwe@wfp.org 

Country Director: Coco Ushiyama 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi 

 

Stunting Rate: 37% of children 

under 5 

2015 Human Development Index: 

173 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 17 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/XXX

