
  

 
ChildFund distributes 112 tons of food to children under 5 in Kenya 

 

ChildFund, one of the largest child development organizations in the world, is launching 

a massive emergency effort in response to the severe drought in northern Kenya. The 

organization is distributing 112 tons of food items to benefit more than 50,000 children in 

Turkana, Marsabit and North Rift.  

 

“Children aged under 5 are the worst affected, and the little available food is running 

out fast!” says Victor Koyi, country director of ChildFund in Kenya. “Our efforts focus on 

the most vulnerable groups. Inadequate food intake in children under 5 has lifelong 

growth and development implications. ChildFund is distributing 112 tonnes of unimix – a 

nutrient-rich porridge – and 5,000 litres of cooking oil.” 

 

ChildFund is focusing on children under 5 through existing structures we have in place 

on the ground, including health facilities and ECCD (early childhood care and 

development) centers, which are both home- and community-based. 

 

Rainfall failure occurring in consecutive rainfall seasons has worsened food insecurity 

and water shortages, led to increased conflict in pastoral areas and increased the risk 

of human and livestock disease outbreak. Today, more than 3.5 million people in Kenya 

need food aid assistance. One of the most affected areas is Turkana, where ChildFund 

works. While Turkana has received some rain, malnutrition levels far exceed emergency 

thresholds. A combination of food insecurity, falling nutrition levels and poor access to 

health and water facilities has left thousands in need of urgent support. Immunization 

coverage is extremely low, which puts the under-five population at risk. 

ChildFund is providing supplementary feeding in all ECCD centers in ChildFund’s seven 
operational areas: the North Rift region, the Lake region, Mt. Kenya region, Emali, 
Turkana, Mukuru and the Nairobi Integrated Project.  

In addition, ChildFund is trucking in potable water and setting up point-of-use water 
treatment stations, as well as providing training on hygiene and sanitation practices. 
Health interventions include monitoring child growth to spot malnutrition at the early 
stages, providing vitamin A and iron supplements, deworming and treating minor 



illnesses. We also are providing psychosocial support, which is essential to help children 
recover from the trauma as well as cope with the situation. 

ChildFund is raising funds to scale up its response in order to reach out to more children 

in need.  

 

www.ChildFund.org 

 

 

  

 

 


