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 Latest developments 
• Overall, artillery shelling occurred on most days, while there was a significant decrease in airstrikes. 

At least 18 civilians were killed in February, including two women and three children, according to the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). At least 40 civilians were injured, including five 
women and 13 children. Six Improvised Explosive Devices and unexploded ordnance of war and one 
shooting incident killed two children and injured at least 15 civilians, including one woman and three children. 

• The Humanitarian Needs Assessment Programme (HNAP) recorded 9,484 new displacements of people 
in north-west Syria (NWS), primarily due to the deterioration of the economic situation.  

• After four months of decline in COVID-19 case numbers, the figures started to increase in February with 

4,147 new cases and 28 associated deaths, compared to 118 cases in January. The Omicron variant was 
confirmed in the north-west. 

Daily Cases of COVID-19 in Northwest Syria 

 

Source: WHO NWS COVID-19 Response Tracking Dashboard  

• Strong winds and rain between 21 – 26 February affected 73 displacement sites, destroyed 1,090 tents 

and partially damaged 1,447 tents. 

• The number of people in need of humanitarian aid in north-west Syria has increased from 3.4 million in 2021 
to 4.1 million in 2022, according to the Humanitarian Needs Overview published in February. The population 
of the north-west is 4.4 million.   

Sewage water contamination 
Residents in the villages of Kafr Ruhim, Murin and Boayba noticed a change in the water in wells in 
December. The villages host more than 10,000 people with about 300 wells, only 36 of which are in 
official records. Analysis showed that the water was unsuitable for drinking.  

The source of the problem is the accumulation of sewage water  in Kafr Ruhim Dam, located about 8 km west of 
Idleb city. The largest of the five perlocation dams in Idleb, Kafr Ruhin Dam collects rainwater in Hajj Khaled valley 
running from the western outskirts of Idleb city to Kafr Ruhim village. The dam supports the water level in the wells 
within a 10 km radius. The water collected in the Hajj Khaled valley is contaminated with wastewater which leaks 
into the underground basins and wells. There is no wastewater treatment plant in the area.  

A central factor in the contamination is the stress on the four main sewer lines ’ infrastructure caused by the rapid 
expansion of Idleb city. The population increased from 165,000 persons in 2010 to more than 685,000 people in 
2021. The urban infrastructure has not been properly maintained and developed.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/2022-humanitarian-needs-overview-syrian-arab-republic-february-2022
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The western section of the sewer network runs through the Hajj Khaled valley leading to the Kafr Ruhim Dam. This 
wastewater was previously used by farmers to irrigate crops, preventing much of the water reaching the dam, until 
the practise was prohibited by authorities. In addition, large camp sites were established in the Kafr Jales area in 
2021, which collectively host about 15,000 people and the wastewater from these sites is also collected in the Hajj 
Khaled valley.  

Sewage water in the dam turned its lake into a swamp and leaked into groundwater and into wells. By early 
December, about 40,000 cubic metres of wastewater was in the dam lake, with about 1,500 cubic metres added 
daily, both from Idleb city and the camp sites in Kafr Jales.  

The increase resulted in the geographical expansion of the contamination, which threatens the Sijer wells, the main 
wells for Idleb city. Due to the contamination, the inhabitants of the affected villages already have to resort to buying 
drinking water. The health centre in Kafr Jales village, which is the only health facility in the dam’s catchment area, 
has received various cases due to the contamination. Health professionals warned that other infectious diseases 
could start to emerge. 

Emergency work to drain the dam of the 
wastewater has started, focusing on deblocking 
a large metal overflow pipe that is normally use 
to release the collected water to the Al-Roj plain. 
However, cleaning efforts had to halt as the pipe 
on the eastern side one of the dam is submerged 
and filled with mud and stones. At the moment, 
the waterflow through the pipe is not sufficient to 
prevent more wastewater going in the dam lake. 
Furthermore, releasing the polluted water to the 
Al-Roj plain concernd farmers as they fear the 
water will affect their crops as well as their wells. 
The area is the main source for vegetable 
production for Idleb.  

There is a plan to improve access to safe water 
and basic services for the communities by 
building a sewage treatment plant in the location 

where the sewer lines from the camp sites and Idleb city meet. This will preserve the primary function of Kafr Ruhim 
dam and produce safe irrigation water. Introduction of renewable energy systems to supply the treatment plant is 
another option.  

 

Gender analysis of humanitarian needs 
The crisis in Syria affects gender groups in different ways, resulting in diverse vulnerabilities and 
needs. The UN and its humanitarian partners have surveyed 3,455 people in 2021 to better understand 
these differences and to inform a more targeted, effective and efficient humanitarian response. 

 

Key findings 

• 25% of pregnancies are adolescent girls. +50% of miscarriage or unsafe abortions cases are 
adolescent girls. 

• Men have lost their traditional roles due to declining livelihood opportunities. Women have to 

increasingly fill the role of provider. Gender inequalities have deepened. Tribal systems became more 
important, sometimes perpetuated existing inequalities.  

• Women are underrepresented in leadership and decision making. 

• There has been an increase in domestic violence. Depression among female youth is on the rise, 
resulting in an increase of suicide attempts. 

• House, land, and property issues disproportionately affects women.  

 

Voices From the Field 
 

“I wish I could smell my cooking but the 

smells from the septic tank are stronger.” 
-Wife of Khairu, an IDP in western Aleppo 

 

Khairu is an IDP in western Aleppo. He has four children 

and they live in a tent next to a large septic tank whose 

smell always fill the place. He fears his children will one day 

fall into it. Insects are also rampant in the area often biting 

his children and leaving marks. Khairu's family dreams of 

living in a cleaner place until they can return to their village.  
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For further information  

www.unocha.org  

www.reliefweb.int  

www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima 

The conflict has resulted in mass displacements, leaving millions of people deprived of their properties and in 
disabling injuries, rendering people unable to work. The erosion of livelihood opportunities left many men - traditional 
breadwinners of Syrian households -  without a stable income. Economic insecurity led many women to look for 
employment outside of home, a shift from societal norms. Yet, working women are still expected to carry out 
household duties, in line with the traditional gender roles within the society, which significantly increases their 
workload and stress. Despite women becoming the breadwinner for the family, men mostly continue to manage the 
family resources and income, remaining the principle decision-maker in the household. Nonetheless, this perceived 
loss of power and the inability to provide for the family create tensions within the household, which is regarded as a 
driver for the increased rates of domestic intimate partner violence.  

This dynamic is reflected at the communal level where leadership 
positions are occupied by men and where women’s decision-
making power is much more limited. Women say that they are not 
allowed to share their opinions in public forums; and even though 
there are more women in the workforce, senior or leadership 
positions remain limited to men. Representation is essential for 
meaningful decision-making and exclusion of women from these 
processes can result in the distinct needs of women and girls being 
overlooked.  

The volatile security situation across the north-west also has had a 
gendered impact. While there is a general feeling of insecurity 
among all the population, women and girls do not feel secure going 
out alone for fear of being kidnapped or sexually assaulted. While 
men and largely boys are not denied freedom of movement due to 
security concerns, the movement of women and girls are restricted, 
which can be also regarded as a way of exerting control. Such 
severe restrictions also prevent women and girls accessing services 
to a great extent, such as health care, including reproductive health 
services and education.  

Coupled with economic problems that many families face, the 
insecurity also led to an increase in child marriages, especially for 
girls. Under Syrian law, the minimum legal age of marriage for both 
genders is 18. However, arranging a marriage for a child is regarded 
both as a form of protection for girls from sexual harassment and assault and a relief on the family finances.  

Most children, particularly girls, cannot continue their education after getting married. There is a widespread 
preference of educating boys over girls, due to the perception that a girl’s education will not benefit the family.  

Living conditions, especially in displacement sites, affect gender groups differently. While overcrowding is a chronic 
issue for these sites, lack of adequate space and, consequently, privacy, affect women and girls differently and result 
in distinct protection concerns, including domestic violence. Only 20 per cent of the internally displaced persons are 
living in sites that have sufficient lighting on main roads, which is a source of security concern for women and girls. 
Yet, 93 per cent of the displaced people across north-west Syria live in displacement sites which do not have 
women’s committees, while women and girls form more than half of the population of the sites.  

For more information, please contact hanan.zanoun@un.org.  

 

 

 

 

Sanjana Quazi, Head of Office 
quazi@un.org  
 
Madevi Sun-Suon, Public Information Officer 
madevi.sun-suon@un.org  

 

Voices From the Field 
 

“I have to leave my worries and 

fatigue on my pillow because I 

have to keep smiling for my 

students and children.” 
-Rania, a primary education teacher in Idlib 

 

Rania lost her husband in the war and now lives 

alone with her three children. She was displaced 

to the city of Idlib. After losing her father who 

supported her financially, she now struggles to 

pay rent. She is a primary education teacher 

and a graduate from the Women’s Arts Institute. 

To earn extra money, she started to give after 

school private lessons to children. However, due 

to this additional workload, she can only see her 

children for a few hours a day.  
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