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Highlights  
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
• On 12 February, the Syrian Ministry of Health 

(MoH) reported 1,414 deaths and 2,349 injuries, 
mainly in Aleppo, Latakia, Hama, Idleb 
countryside, and Tartous. The number of 
casualties is expected to rise as search and 
rescue operations are ongoing. 

• While over 18,500 families are being 
accommodated in collective shelters, the 
majority of the displaced families are residing 
within the communities and their numbers are 
expected to be much higher. 

• Director-General of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus and his delegation visited Aleppo 
on 11 February. The delegation delivered 37 
metric tons of medical supplies and announced 
that another 30 metric tons would arrive the next 
day. 

• At least 454 schools were reported to have been 
destroyed and/or damaged during the 
earthquake. The numbers are expected to increase as additional structural integrity and safety assessments are 
underway in schools in all affected locations. 

• Repair works required for the water pumping line serving almost two-thirds of Aleppo are being hampered by the lack 
of important spare parts. 

• According to the Hama Water Board, 91 elevated reservoirs were affected and damaged during the earthquake. 
Numbers could increase as assessments are still underway. 

• In Lattakia, three water pumping stations in Al Qerdaha district went out of service on 11 February, affecting the 
provision of water to at least 30,000 people. 

 

Tartous and Lattakia 
Search and rescue operations continued under the rubble of four collapsed buildings where dozens of people have been 
reported missing by their relatives. Local authorities in Latakia reported that at least 6,000 families (about 30,000 people) 
are currently being hosted in temporary shelters, including Government buildings. The authorities have informed that they 
will designate permanent shelters for families whose homes have been damaged and do not have alternative shelter 
options. Further, Lattakia Governorate declared that that they will evacuate all displaced people who are currently residing 
in mosques and churches across the Governorate. To date, the Governorate had a total of 22 government buildings, 
including schools and sports halls, that have been designated as mid-term/long-term collective shelters.  

According to local authorities, the 442 families that were displaced from Banyas, Qadmous and Tartous City are being 
hosted by local communities. Additionally, according to a local non-governmental organization (NGO) some 213 families 
that fled Aleppo also moved to Tartous and are being hosted in the communities.  
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Aleppo 
Local authorities in Aleppo confirmed that two 
additional buildings had collapsed because of 
the earthquake bringing the total number to 56. 
As of 11 February, Aleppo had a total of 179 
collective shelters that were reportedly 
accommodating over 12,600 families.  

On 11 February, the Director General of WHO, 
the Regional Director of the WHO Regional 
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO), 
the EMRO Regional Emergency Director and 
the WHO Syria Representative visited Aleppo 
with the WHO team. The purpose of the visit 
was to accompany about 37 metric tons of 
emergency medical supplies. WHO General 
Director informed that another 30 metric tons of 
emergency medical supplies would arrive the 
next day. He expressed concern over the 
health-related impact of the earthquake, 
including heighted health risks and mental health problems. He visited some hospitals and collective shelters hosting those 
affected by the earthquake. Syria’s Minister of Health who accompanied the visiting delegation appealed for more support 
including of essential medical equipment. 

Homs and Hama 
In Hama Governorate, local authorities confirmed that about 250 families were being hosted in the temporary shelters and 
by local communities. These include 101 families (272 people) from Aleppo Governorate, 32 families (129 people) from 
Lattakia, and seven families (28 people) from Hama. Additionally, seven families (28 people) are being hosted in Mahmoud 
Othman shelter in Al-Qusour neighbourhood in Homs city, while another 133 families (401 people) are either being hosted 
by their relatives or have rented houses. The Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) and national NGOs are aiding the affected 
families including with food, non-food items and health services.  

The Directorates of Education in Hama and Homs shared a list of 154 schools that have been damaged because of the 
earthquake. These include 111 schools in Hama and 43 in Homs. The education sector is mobilizing the required response 
including conducting of structural integrity and safety assessments. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND CAPACITIES 
 
   Coordination 

In all affected areas and on the national level, coordination is ongoing with operating humanitarian partners, including the 
UN, international and national NGOs. 
 
In Lattakia and Tartous, additional joint inter-sectorial assessments are under planning in coordination with sub-national 
sectors. OCHA reached out to Tartous area humanitarian country team (AHCT) to share prioritized affected communities/ 
shelters to be assessed during the upcoming two weeks. Tracking of population movements along with identifying the 
designated collective shelters in both governorates are in progress in collaboration with active humanitarian partners and 
authorities. 
 
At the national level, OCHA is establishing a population movement tracking system. Additionally, OCHA is working on 
comprehensive mapping of collective shelter in collaboration with all relevant sectors and AHCTs in affected locations. 
 
 



FLASH UPDATE - EARTHQUAKE No. 07 | 3 
 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

  WASH 
In Aleppo, UNICEF undertook extensive technical discussions with regard to the repair of the balancing circular pumping 
line serving almost two-thirds of Aleppo. Repair is being hampered by the lack of important parts. UNICEF and Action 
Against Hunger are joining forces to address this critical issue. In Aleppo as well, and in the Fardoss community of Jebel 
Saman sub-district, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) delivered 100 hygiene kits to Al Walid Bin Abd Al Malek school 
currently used as temporary collective shelter, and 10 water storage tanks - each with a capacity of 1,000 litres - to Zaki 
Jouma school and Abd Al Lateef Badenjki school, both currently used as temporary collective shelters.  
 
In Lattakia, NRC provided 138 packs of baby diapers in Bassel centre and six in the Tishreen collective shelter. In Jablah, 
UNICEF distributed sanitary napkins to 75 women. In areas of Jablah where water supply has been disrupted, UNICEF 
continued the distribution of water disinfection tablets, reaching 330 people affected by the earthquake. Separately, and 
according to the Lattakia Water Board, three water pumping stations supplying water to 30,000 people in Al Qerdaha district 
went out of service owing to damaged power supply lines and high-water turbidity caused by the earthquake and heavy 
rains.  
 
In Hama, NRC is planning to support the rehabilitation of WASH facilities at Saed Haddad school currently being used as 
a temporary collective shelter. The preliminary findings of the ongoing rapid assessments, and according to Hama Water 
Board, indicate that 91 elevated reservoirs were affected and damaged during the earthquake; assessments and 
observations will continue. The number of damaged elevated reservoirs is likely to be higher. 
 

  Food 
Sector partners continue to support affected communities with hot meals, ready-to-eat (RTE) kits, preventive nutrition 
supplies and date bars in Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartous and Hama. Additionally, sector partners are undertaking Risk and Needs 
Assessments (RNAs) and market assessments. 

In Aleppo, on 11 February, sector partners distributed 3,000 fresh sandwiches and 3,500 hot meals. Lack of sufficient bread 
quantities in bakeries resulted in suspension of bread bundles distribution. 

In Lattakia, three generators operating in three critical bakeries - Demsarkho, Jablah and Al Kerdah - supported by ICRC 
went out of service. Replacements are being arranged as soon as possible.  

 Nutrition 
In Aleppo, the rapid nutrition assessment which started on 7 February in different collective shelters in seven severely 
affected neighbourhoods of the city is ongoing.  

As of 11 February, the six mobile nutrition teams deployed in the Governorate along with 38 well-trained community 
outreach volunteers have completed the screening of 5,753 children under five for malnutrition using mid-upper arm 
circumference. All received multiple micronutrients and high energy biscuits. Among those screened, 12 moderately 
malnourished children and two severely malnourished children were identified and enrolled in the treatment programme. 
1,197 Pregnant and Lactating Women were screened for malnutrition, all of them received micro-nutrients tablets, five of 
them were identified to be moderately malnourished and enrolled in the treatment programme. 2,874 caregivers, including 
pregnant and lactating women were reached with awareness on appropriate infant and young child feeding (IYCF) through 
the IYCF programme. 

  Education 

The UNICEF-Première Urgence Internationale (PUI)-supported Ministry of Education assessment of damaged schools is 
ongoing. To date they have confirmed that 454 schools have been damaged to varying degree. The numbers are expected 
to increase as additional assessments are underway. The Sector is also mobilising appropriate response from partners. 
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  Health 
WHO’s first chartered plane delivered 32 tons of supplies to Aleppo on 11 February.  

In Lattakia, the key health related findings from the 9 February inter-sector assessment mission to collective shelters 
indicated that SARC is providing general health services and distributing chronic diseases medicine in Al Sultan Ibrahim 
Mosque. In the sport hall in Jableh, the assessment team found that internally displaced persons (IDPs) are at high risk of 
disease due to overcrowded spaces, lack of showers, hygiene items and water sources. SARC and Tishreen university 
hospital medical teams were providing health assistance in the sport hall, however women and girls expressed the need 
for reproductive health services, and noted they were uncomfortable being examined by male doctors. In the Sports City in 
Lattakia, Syrian Family Planning Association (SFPA) mobile clinic provides reproductive health, gender-based violence 
(GBV), and psychosocial support services,) and awareness sessions related to psychological first aid , psychosocial 
support, and reproductive health awareness sessions, such as menstrual hygiene management. In Al Bael Centre, SFPA 
and SARC are providing pediatric and general health services in addition to medicines. In 6 Tishreen school, general and 
pediatric health care is provided by the Directorate of Health team and Syrian Trust for the Development. ICRC supported 
the national hospital and Jablah hospital in Lattakia with 500 wounded kits. Additionally, ICRC provided body bags and 
expert advice on dead body management through SARC Lattakia. 

In all affected governorates, UNFPA partners are providing essential sexual reproductive health (SRH) services in 14 RH 
facilities and through 32 integrated SRH-GBV mobile teams. The mobile teams are conducting visits to shelters to ensure 
access to critical SRH services for displaced women and girls. UNFPA is sending available Interagency Reproductive Health 
(IARH) kits with the essential medical equipment, drugs and consumables to reach those affected to meet their most 
immediate life-saving needs. Additional IARH kits are being procured. Fuel is urgently needed to ensure continuation 
of critical service provision, including urgent patient transportation for obstetric emergencies and surgical 
intervention. 

Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) 

The MHPSS working group has launched an ad-hoc committee specifically for the immediate MHPSS response in 
earthquake affected areas and is sharing updated MHPSS service maps and referral pathways with humanitarian actors, 
services providers and psychological first aid trainers.  

The working group is also developing self-care core strategies, key messages and recommendations, and lists of staff care 
providers. The working group has launched, with all partners, a campaign called #checking_on_you طمني_عنك# to strengthen 
community support and psychological safety (beyond physical).  

The group, together with Syrian psychiatrists’ association, is updating and mapping all available psychiatrists within and 
outside of Syria. WHO is finalizing plans for response in MHPSS with the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education/health 
directorate, and NGOs that would reach 100 mobile teams, in addition to procuring psychotropic medication (based on 
available budgets), preparing key message for health workers and people suffering from mental health conditions and all 
other vulnerable groups, including people suffering from chronic diseases. 

International Medical Corps with technical guidance from the MHPSS working group mobilized a team of case managers 
to accompany the medical team in two mobile medical units in Aleppo and Lattakia to provide psychological first aid and 
referrals to other specialized services.  

  NFI 
In Hama, UNHCR through SARC distributed mattresses, jerry cans, winter jackets, kitchen sets, and sleeping matts to 
affected families. In addition, children’s winter kits from NRC were distributed in Salhab and Al Soum, Boukm, and Kfarbo 
collective shelters and in Arbain area. Members of the local community provided blankets, mattresses, stoves and clothing 
for adults and children in the Youth Shelter collective shelter. UNHCR provided blankets to all patients in the Hama National 
hospital.  

In Lattakia and Tartous, UNFPA provided 1,000 blankets through Mosaic/SFPA. UNHCR distributed 10,000 non-food items 
(NFI) kits including winterization items through SARC in both Tartous and Lattakia Governorates. The Youth Charity NGO 
is planning to distribute 800 NFI kits in Lattakia and Jablah cities. SARC Lattakia provided 9,000 blankets and 2,000 
mattresses. ICRC through SARC provided 100 blankets in Lattakia. UNRWA in collaboration with the Palestinian Red 
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Crescent will be distributing NFI kits within a newly established collective shelter (school) for Palestinian refugees and their 
families including Syrians. They will be providing heating, but they need additional NFI kits. Al-Batout NGO contributed 100 
blankets and 57 winter jackets in Lattakia. GOPA Lattakia distributed 37 blankets and 12 sets of pyjamas. 

 Shelter 
In Aleppo, on the first day of structural assessments let by the Engineer Syndicate and Aleppo City Council and supported 
by Shelter Sector partners, seven locations were assessed and three buildings in Ashrafiyeh neighbourhood were found to 
be at risk of collapse and were evacuated.  

In Hama, coordinated response in collective shelters is ongoing, including connection of piping systems, rehabilitation of 
WASH facilities, provision of water tanks and provision of water heaters. 

In Lattakia, emergency collective shelter rehabilitation and technical assessment is ongoing. PUI conducted a shelter 
assessment in Al-Basel centre and delivered 20 projector lights with charger and battery. PUI supported by UNHCR rented 
one 100-amp generator and fuel for five days and purchased a 50-amp generator amp in support of rescue teams.  

 Protection 
In all affected locations, no child-friendly spaces are available in the collective shelters, which might further impact their 
mental health.  

In Aleppo, child protection partners resumed regular MHPSS sessions as planned for 75 children in rural areas. UNICEF 
received approval from the University Hospital and Al-Razi Hospital to conduct case management support to children 
there. Child protection teams are conducting assessments on the numbers/cases. On 10 February, GBV partners 
distributed 8,781 sanitary napkins for 2,959 beneficiaries and 8 dignity kits. 

 Early Recovery and Livelihoods  
 

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) obtained approval and started coordinating to target 4,000-6,000 households with 
emergency cash interventions in Aleppo Governorate. Early Recovery & Livelihoods (ERL) sector partners are supporting 
the municipal structural assessments conducted on basic infrastructure (electricity, water reservoirs, etc.). This includes the 
assessment of the type and quantity of machinery needed.  

ERL sector partners in coordination with other sectors are supporting municipal established coordination committees. The 
support includes mobilizing geographic information system (GIS) experts and information management teams to ensure a 
coordinated response and timely support to these committees. Partners are also conducting assessments of the 
functionality of the markets in the affected areas and assessments focused on people with disabilities in the collective 
shelters to provide the needed support. In addition, energy provision assessments are ongoing in collective shelters to start 
providing targeted shelters with solar panels. Together with the WASH sector, partners are conducting joint assessments 
of water reservoirs in the collective shelters and assessments of debris in the affected areas to kick off the implementation 
of post-crisis debris management projects. 

Challenges to the ERL response include limited funding which is severely affecting operational capacities in the affected 
areas; lack of recovery machinery/excavators and fuel for the humanitarian response; and unavailability of supplies in the 
market, like diapers for the elderly and milk for infants. 

 Syria Humanitarian Fund 
Total pledged amounts: US$1,418,669 ($1,083,424 by Switzerland and $335,245 by Japan). 


