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Widespread drought persists across the Greater Horn of Africa due to poor March – May rainy season

1.    A poor March to 
May rainy season cased 
drought across much of East 
Africa, including north-central 
and eastern Ethiopia,  Kenya-Ethiopia border, much of 
Somalia, and southern Kenya. Parts of southern Kenya are 
classified under severe drought.

2.   Insufficient rainfall since May has caused abnormal dryness 
and drought in southwestern South Sudan.

3.   Insufficient and uneven rainfall since the start of the monsoon 
season has caused significant abnormal dryness and drought 
in northeastern Nigeria.

Africa Weather Hazards
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The Horn of Africa experienced a poor March – May rainy season
The Greater Horn of Africa experienced a very poor March– May 
rainy season. Rainfall accumulation accounted for only 25 – 50 
percent of the average over most areas (Figure 1). Localized areas 
registered even less than 25 percent of their average rainfall. The 
rainy season was delayed by more than twenty days in many areas 
and distribution was also limited. Although favorable rainfall was 
reported over some areas in May, the timing was too late and 
amounts were not sufficient to fully relieve dryness. Some recent 
light or moderate rainfall in the past week over central Ethiopia and 
northern Somalia is also too late. Since early May, sporadic rainfall 
has shifted into South Sudan and abnormal dryness persists.

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over western Ethiopia. In 
contrast, limited rainfall is expected elsewhere. Warmer weather 
with above-average temperatures are also expected over western 
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Uganda, and Kenya

Mixed rainfall conditions were observed over West Africa
During the past week, much of West Africa continued to receive 
seasonal rainfall, though rainfall distribution was not as widespread 
as typical. Heavy rainfall was reported over western Guinea 
Conakry, eastern Senegal, southern Nigeria, northern Ghana, 
Togo and Benin (Figure 2). The heaviest rainfall was recorded in 
Senegal, Nigeria, and northern Benin. Meanwhile, below-average 
rainfall was recorded over parts of Mali, Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, 
southwestern Ghana, and parts of eastern Nigeria. Over the past 
30 days, parts of western Gulf of Guinea have been drier-than-
average and dryness has increased in southern Mali and northeast 
Nigeria.

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over most of West Africa with 
the greatest totals expected in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and 
southern Nigeria. Below average rainfall is expected in the central 
Sahel.

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Period: 01 April, 2022 - 14 June, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: Seven-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period:  08 June, 2022 - 14 June, 2022

Africa Overview
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Yemen Overview

Temperatures  
During the past week, temperatures were warmer than 
average across eastern Kazakhstan, northwest and southeast 
Kyrgyzstan, eastern Turkmenistan, central Tajikistan, and 
western, southwestern, and northeastern Afghanistan. In 
contrast, average temperatures were cooler than normal 
across northwestern Kazakhstan. The weekly average 
maximum temperature in southern Afghanistan reached 
40°C to 45°C. Next week, temperatures are expected 
to remain warmer than average across northern and 
southeastern Kazakhstan. In southern Afghanistan, weekly 
average temperatures are expected to reach 40°C to 45°C. 
Average temperatures are expected to be cooler than normal 
elsewhere in the region including Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
western Tajikistan, southeastern Kyrgyzstan, and western 
and eastern Afghanistan. Average maximum temperatures 
are forecast to reach 35°C to 40°C across central and eastern 
Turkmenistan, central Uzbekistan, and southern Kazakhstan.

Precipitation 
During the past week, light to moderate rainfall was 
observed across northern and eastern Kyrgyzstan, 
northern and southeastern Kazakhstan, northwestern 
and central Tajikistan, and eastern Afghanistan. The 
past 90-day rainfall totals have been below-average for 
Afghanistan, and drought conditions have extended into 
the south. 

Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is predicted across 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, with particularly heavy rainfall 
forecast in northwestern Tajikistan. The increased rainfall 
may potentially lead to flooding in areas across Kyrgyzstan 
and in northwestern Tajikistan. Light to moderate 
rainfall is predicted in western and northern Kazakhstan, 
northeastern Afghanistan, and western Uzbekistan.

Temperatures 
Over the past week, temperatures have been warmer than 
average in the south, central, northern, and southern-coastal 
parts of Yemen, with the highest temperatures exceeding 
40°C. Next week, seasonally average temperatures are 
expected with average temperatures expected to reach 30°C 
or more in the central and eastern parts of the country and 
25°C in western and northeast areas. 

Precipitation
Scattered, moderate rainfall was received in southwestern 
Yemen last week with light rainfall over the western 
and southern coastal areas. The rainfall over the last 30 
days has improved dryness in some localized areas in 
southwestern Yemen; however, dryness persists with 
abnormal dryness experienced in western Yemen. Next 
week, near-average conditions with light rainfall in western 
Yemen is anticipated. 

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 3: Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 16 June, 2022 - 22 June, 2022

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)      
Period: 15 June, 2022 - 21 June, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Continued heavy rainfall has resulted in flooding and 
landslides in Central America
Portions of Central America received heavy rainfall last 
week with the heaviest rainfall received over parts of 
central Guatemala, southern Belize, western Honduras, 
the Gulf of Fonseca region and parts of Costa Rica and 
Panama. Flooding and landslides were reported in parts 
of Guatemala and Honduras over the past weeks.  Well 
below-average rainfall continued last week in northern 
and southern Guatemala and southern Honduras and 
was also reported in southeastern Nicaragua and Pana-
ma. Total rainfall accumulation over the past 30 days contin-
ues to be above-average in central Guatemala, southern Belize, north-
ern Honduras, and northern Nicaragua, and the risk of flash flooding persists. 
Below-average rainfall since April persists, leading to abnormal dryness in northern 
Guatemala and parts of Belize along with El Salvador, southern Guatemala and south-
eastern Nicaragua experiencing increased dryness. Next week, above-average rainfall is 
forecast with heavy rains expected throughout most of the region; a high risk of flooding 
and landslides in many areas continues. Maximum temperatures are forecast to be below 
average across much of the region.

Abnormal dryness has expanded across the majority of Haiti and the Dominican Republic due 
to poor rainfall accumulation since late April
Last week, below-average rainfall persisted across Hispaniola, particularly in the northern-central part 
of the island, and abnormal dryness has expanded across the majority of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
Moderate rainfall was received in localized areas of western Dominican Republic while much of southern and 
eastern Dominican Republic remained dry. Light rainfall was received across much of Haiti, with some small areas 
of central Haiti receiving slightly greater rainfall distribution. Next week, rainfall distribution is forecast to be 
closer to normal with scattered, moderate rainfall predicted. Temperatures are expected to be slightly warmer than normal in central portions of 
Hispaniola.  

Central America and the Caribbean Overview


